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Cross cultural workshop highlights writing inin two worworlworlds"
I
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WntlngWritingWntlngoffersWritingoffersoffers a umqueunique chal-

len

chal-

lenge

chal-chal-
lenlengee to the artist who mustmust-

commumcale

must-

communicatecommumcalecommunicate the expenenceexperience ofof-

hV1n2

of-

livinghV1n2living In two dlstmctdistinct cultures toto-

the

to-

thethe
''restrestrest of the world NalveNativeNative-

4laskan
!

""laskanlaskan4laskan wnterswriters found them-

selves

them-

selves

them-them-

selves min agreement on tlusthis

pomtpoint with four prommentprominent nana-

tional
na-na'-

tlonaltional artISts as they gathered in-

Anchorage
tnintn-

AnchorageAnchorage last weekend for thethe-

CrossCultura
the-

CrossCulturalCross-CulturalCrossCulturalCross-CulturaCultura-- ! WatersWntersWriters Work-

shop
WorkWork-¬.-

shop
shopGettingshopGettmg

GettingGettmg startedstartedmstartedininm writingwntmgwntmgwaswritingwaswaswas-

difficult
was-

difficultdifficult , remembered JamesJames-

Welch
James-

WelchWelch , a 41-year-old41yearold41.year-old41.yearold41.year41year-. -- BlackfeetBlackfeet-

IndIan
Blackfeet-

IndianIndian from Montana with three

books behindbelundbelundurnhim/urnurn/ andandanotheranotheranother-

coming

another-

commgcomingcommg upup-

"I
up-

"I""II1 had a hard timetune findingfindmgfinding-

material

findmg-

matenamaterialmatena! to writewnte about , " saId-

Welch

saidsaid-

WelchWelch ,. who writingwntmg has beenbeen-

favorably

been-

favorablyfavorably compared to Heming-

way's
HemingHemmgHeming-¬.-

way'sways' by some criticscntlcs ""ThenThen"Then-

I1I discovereddtscovered that if 1I focused 10-

on
in10in-

onon my experiencesexpenences as a NativeNalve!

AmericanAmencanl, I had my material ."
He used that material to putput-

together
put-

togethertogether such works as ""WinterWinter"Winter-

Inin the Blood ," a story of aa-

young

a-

youngyoung Indianlndum inm Montana seem-

ingly
seemseem-¬.-

inglymgly adnft in the modernmodem world..
He wrote it11 in a waywaywhichwhichwhich-

would

which-

wouldwould have been impossible for-

anyone
fotforfot-

anyoneanyone outside of his world toto-

have

to-

havehave done . ""IfIf you want toto-

wnte
to-

writewritewnte , find out as much aboutabout-
your

about-
youryour own culture as you possiblepossible-

cancan ,
," Welch saidS31d . ""Don'tDont' letlet-

yourself

let-

yourselfyourself be sidetracked .."
Lela KianaKlana Oman , a socialsocial-

worker
social-

workerworker from Nome , was follow-

mg
followfollow-¬.-

ing109mg this advise even before WelchWelch-

was

Welch-

waswas bornbom ""MyMy people are storystory-

teUers

story-

tellerstellersteUers , " she iexplarnsexplains ., recalling-

the
recallmgrecallingrecallmg-

thethe many piepleasant tunestimes whenwhen-

she

when-

sheshe sat and listened as her elderselders-

told
elders-

toldtold her stories dealingdeahng with thethe-

Eskuno

the-

EskunoEskimoEskuno way of !lifeJfe .

Then , 33 years ago ,. the adultadult-

Lela

adult-

LelaLela was overcome with an ururgeurge-

to
urge-

to
|

to writewnte whichwluch still bums stronstrong .

""II enjoyed these stories so muchmuch-

asas a chidchild , that I wanted to shareshare-

them
share-

themthem withwllh others , " she explainsexplains-

"EspeCIally
explains-

"Especially""EspeciallyEspecially"Especiallywithwith the childrenchildren ,

many of who will not get to hearhear-

them
hear-

themthem the way I( did . " Lela beganbegan-

to
began-

towntetotowntewntewrite
townteShewnteShewriteShe

She submitted her work toto-

publishers
to-

publisherspublishers ,, both inm Alaska andand-

outside
and-

outsideoutside All she got was a disap-

pointing
disapdlsapdisap-¬.-

pointingpomtmg stringstnng of rejectIOns-

Then
rejectionsrejections-

ThenThen Dr Scanlan from thethe-

UmversllY

the-

UniversityUniversityUmversllY of Alaska visitedV1Slted herher-

village

her-

villagevillage He read her workwork-

"These
work-

"These""TheseThese are good ,
,"' he told me .,

Don'tDont' give ,. up Soon there wfllwillwill-

be

will-

bebe people who need thesethese-

stOrIes

these-

storiesstonesstOrIes Not now ,. but soon "

Scanlon was rightnghl Oman'sOmansOman's-

book
Oman's-

book

'

book , ""hslumohslumo"bklmobklmo"EskimoEskimo Legends .,
." is nownow-

in

now-

minm its fourth printingprmtmg , this !lme-
with

timelmetime-

withwith illustrationslustratlOns by her sister51ster .,

MMinniemme KianaKlana Keezen Her-

second
HetHeHer!

second book , ""TheThe GhoslGhost ofof-

Kingikty

of-

KmgtktKingiktyKmgtktKingiktyis; is out of print now ,.

but is goinggomg to be incorporatedmcorporatedmcorporated-
mto

incorporated-
intointomto ( irtuin-PolarirtuinPolartrcum-Polartrcumircum-Polarircum-- Volumes , aa-

comp
a-

compilation(comp.ompiUtionompiUtioncompilation. dl10n ofofworksworks from allall-

the
all-

thethe nativendl1ve peoples of the polarpolar-

regIOns

polar-

regionsregions The book is put toto-to-.

gether by the RRuSSIan ., YunYuriYun-

Rytkheu
Yur-

iRytkheuRytkheu .

Oman is getting ready toto-

come
to-

comecome out with her thirdtlurd bookbook-

"Gayag
book-

"Gayag ."""GayagGayag ,.,""' ((Kayak ) whichwluch shsheshe-

hopes
she-

hopes
<

hopes will be out this fall She-

regards
She-

regards
ShiShe

regards this as her marmaster' workwork-

"This
work-

"This

'

""ThisThis" wfllwill be as lonjlong ;as my lastlast-

two
last-

twotwo books put together ,. sheshe-

boasts
she-

boastsboasts ""II have been workingworkmg oronon-

thIS

on-

thisthis on and off for the past 33333-

years
33-

years
.
'

years , eYeneven while I diddidmymy otherother-

books
other-

booksbooks.. I wanwantedled it to be m-

k
m\mn1\n1niln1-

best
nil-

best
\\

'best workk .,
"

Her forksworks come strictlystnctly fjm-
her

fronfjmfrontfront-

her
[(

her Eskimo heritagehentage . She wnles-

the
writewnleswriteswrites-

thethe legends she has heardheardSInheardsin.tSInsin.tsintsin.t-

childhood

,. .

chchildhooddhood ,. and claims to be tinthethe-

fust

the-

rustfirstfustrust person ever to have puputpu-

tthem

pu-

tthemthem down on paper Never luhJha ',
she incorporatedmcorporated the workworkof"ol"IIof aiJI1anJI-

1outsider

an-

outsideroutsider intomto one of her pieioplelelpietapieta-
Once

plelel-

OnceOnce" she has wnttenwritten a pipiCpicapica-

Lela

<xi".

Lela doess additionaladdltltmal researesearch hhIhI-

check1l1g

,

check1l1gchecking_
= it for accuracy <lgJII1agateuu-

the

..11".-

1thethe versions ofofotherother LsknLsku ii-

story

,

story tellerstellers-

"Wntmg
tellers-

"Writing
tellers-

"Writing"""WritingWriting"WntmgWntmg is hard workworkslit,shslitsli-

tnotes

t "
notes ., ""bulbul"butbut It IS somelhlngsomethingsomelhlngIhJIsomethingthatIhJIthat II-

must

I-

mustmust do It gives me great satsatisalt",
faction I am telling the chchildrichildrtnchildrtn-

what
J ,, ,

whatwhal outoul people wentwenl thmugl-

They
throualthmuglthrouelthrouel-

TheyThey use my books in iIhchich-

ischools

,

schools> ls I can tellteU the chddrti-

Continued

childuchlldrchddrti"

(Continued on Page FiveFIVCI)
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Writers discuss problems they ffacece living in '"'twotwo"two worlds"

(coContinuedtinued from Page Four )

these , ttoriesstories , and 1I don'tdont' eveneven-
have

even-
havehave to be there ! PublishingPub1JSung! is aa-

good
a-

goodgood things !! ""
NOTaNoral Dauenhauer is a Tlingit

livingTlingitlivingin AnchorageAllchorage who hhas alsoalso-

taken
also-

taken

'

taken the words of her peoplepeople-

and
people-

andartdand put them into print .

Along with her husbandhusband-
Richard

husband-
RichardRichard , she has co-authoredcoauthoredcoauthored-- thethe-

book
the-

bookbook , ""BecauseBecause We cherishchensh You ,
Sealaska EldersElden Speak to thethe-

Future
the-

FutureFuture .."" It is a compilation oC-

the
ofoCof-

thethe words ofoC TlingitTIingit and HaidaHaida-

Elders
Haida-

EldersElders , addressed to the young .,
whom they truly cherish .

Norara also has publishedpublished-
poetry

published-
poetrypoetry in different Alaskan andand-

Canadian
and-

Canadianr---rrinCanadian- " - -< !in publicationspubhcations . SheShe-

holds
She-

holdsholds ai B.ABA.. . in anthropologyanthropology-
andand has devoted her.eIChereICherself.. lf to thethe-

study
the-

studystudy of her own TlingitTImglt Ian-

iiaoe
lan-

guage
Ian-Ianlan-lan-.

guageiiaoe and literaturebterature .

It\![ was duringduong the process oC-

transcnbing
ofoCof-

transcribingtranscribingtranscnbing TlingitTImgJt oral worksworks-

IIno
works-

itnoitnoIIno both her Native tongue andand-

Enhsh
and-

EnlishEnhshEnlish forCor educational purposespurposes-

that
purposes-

thatthat Nora found that she herselfherself-

could
herself-

couldcould writewnte . She is15 particularlyparuculdllyparticularly-
fond

paruculdlly-
fondfond of poetry , whichwluch is whatwhat-

she
what-

sheshe has publishedpublishedmotpublishedmostmostmot! widely .

""BecauseBecause We CherishChensh You "

puts intomto printprmt the stonesstories toldtoldin1-

0Southeastern
in10in-

SoutheasternSoutheastern society at certaineertamcertain-

social
eertams-

OCialsocial events and feasts ,. thosethose-

knownknownnown to outsiders as pO-
IlJtehes

poi-

Utchcs
pot-

latches
poi-poipot-pot-

UtchcslJteheslatches ItIIttIIISis writtenwnllen in Thngil-

along
TlingitThngilTlingit-

alongalongalongwahalongwithwithwah an !:bnglishEnglishngllsh transla-

lion
transla-

tion
translatransla-¬-

tionlion ""MyMy husband knows moremore-

about
more-

aboutabout the use otof !:tngltshhengllShheEnglishhe( is aa-

.allege

a-

wllege.lollcgcwllege.allegeallege professor andandaa poetpoet-

lJureJte
poet-

laureateIjurcjlelJureJtelaureate ) and I knownow moremore-

Thngtt
more-

TlingitTlingitThngtt He sees thingsthmgs I! don'tdontdon't-
see

don't-
see

'

see and I see thingstlungs he doesn tt-

see

t-

seesecseesec-

Nora
see-

Nora"Nora<Jra hopeshope', U10to> fully developdeveopdevelop-

herself
deveop-

herself

!

herselfherselfasas a writerWrller ,. bolhbothbothofofof-

poetry
of-

poetrypoetry and prose ""MyMy hus-

ban
hus-

band's
hushus-¬-

banband'sbands<l'sls' advise is thatlhat 'I'veIve' gotgOI 10-

keep
to10to-

keepkeepkeepatat it ., to writewnte andandwnleandwritewnle-

II's
writewnlewrite-

It'sIt'sItsII'sIIs' hlikee baseballbaseballIfif you don'tdontdon't-

do
don't-

do

'

do it all the timetune , you loose thethe-

knack
the-

knackknack " Nora believes NatIve-

wnters
NativeNative-

writerswnterswriters should also read andand-

read
and-

readread , to10 help them sharpen theirtheir-

own
their-

ownown skillsskills-

"Read
skills-

"Read
skills-

"Read""ReadRead the worksworksofof JamesJames-

Welch
James-

WelchWelch . Read MaxineMaxme HongHong-

KIngston's
Hong-

Kingston'sKingston'sKingstons' ""Woman'sWomans' WarnorWarrior "

Hong KingstonKmgston is a Chinese-

American
Chmese-

wntcr
Chmese-ChmeseCluneseChinese-Chinese -,

American* ' { wntcrwnlerwriter who ralso' partI-

cipated
parti-

cipated
partI-partI" -

cipated 10in the workshop ) . TheyThey-

too
They-

tootoo are cross-culturalcrosscultural- wnterswriters

Therelere is a lot to leanlearn) frofromfrom-
them

from-
themthem .."" Nora also likes BeowolfBeowolf-
the

,
the Anglo-SaxonAngloSaxon--- folkColkColkepICfolkepicepic , andand-
the

andand-

thethe poet , E.EEE.. . Cummings .
Earl Atchak , 16 , and ReginaRegina-

Nash
Regina-

NashNash , IS15 , may just be two ofof-

the
of-

thethe people who wOlwIDwill do it . AlongAlong-

with
Along-

withwith Pius Imgalrealmgalrea , the directordirector-
of

director-
ofof the Chevak Village YouthYouth-
Association

Youth-
AssociationAssociation , they flewnew into fromfrom-

their
from-

theirtheir village in Western AlaskaAlaska-

for
Alaska-

forfor the workshop . Earl is15 thethe-

edItor
the-

editoreditor ofoC a monthly paper putput-

out
put-

outout by the CVYCVYAA , and ReginaRegina-

isis one of hishisreportersreporters . TheThe-

associatIon
The-

associationassociatIon also hopes to comecome-

out
come-

outout with a history book soon .

The youngyoungpeople---peoplepeople of ChevakChevak-

have
Chevak-

havehave already gathered much inin-

formation
in-

formation
in-in¬-

formation on cassette tapes , andand-

they
and-

theythey expect to begin writingwrittogwriting-

soon
writtog-

soonsoon .,

Atchak has found a reporter'sreportersreporter's-
work

reporter's-
work

'
work to be very demandingdemandmg , In-

many
inin-

manymany ways . ""It'sIts' a lot ofofwalkwalk-

ing

walk-

ing
walk-walk-, ,.

ing109 , this nenewspaper . I walkwalk-

about
walk-

aboutabout fivefive-

Chevak
nulesmiles every day "

ChevakChevakISis a village of only 550SSG550-

people
SSG-

peoplepeople , but it is spreadspreadoutout ovroverover-

aa wide area .

Atchak hopes to writewnte muchmuch-

inin10 the future , and looks forwardforward-

toto the daydaywhenwhen he comescQmescomes outout-

wIth
out-

withwith his own books He doesdoes-

not
does-

notnot yelyet know what topics theythey-

will

they-

willwillwillcovercover , although he feels aa-

good
a-

goodgood history of huIushis ChevakChevak-

people
Chevak-

peoplepeople would be nicemee He doesdoes-

knowknownow he wants to put on paperpaper-

some
paper-

somesome of the 10informationformation nownow-

re"dmg
now-

residingresidingre"dmgredmg" in thelhe biainbrambrain of hI-
SgrJndfather

hishis-

grandfathergrjndfathergrandfather ., Joseph -Friday-

"Grandpa
f-ndayfndayI-ndayIFridayfnday-

"Grandpa

-

"""GrandpaGrandpa( , randpa is the oldest guyguy-

In

guy-

minm Chevak " Earl boasts ""NoNo"No-"No-

one
"No-

one
-

uncone knows how old 1I learnlearn-

much
learn-

muchmuch from him ., He talks toto-

everyone
to-

everyoneeveryone m10in townlown 1I thinkllunk hishis-

knowledge
his-

knowledgeknowledge should be wnttenwntten-
down

written-
down

written
down . RightRIghI now , IIomyIonlyonlyomy knowknow-

about
know-

aboutabout 3 percentpe1enlpertent!: oi01of itII ., butbUI I willwill-

learn
will-

learnlearn more ".
""II( thinklbmklbmkwrltmgthinkwritingwritingwrltmg on pappapereiseisv-

ery
, IS-

very
is

very importantunportant ,:"' director PIU-

Sadds

PiusPusPus-

adds

,

addsaddsWhatever. "-"WhateverWhateverUWhatever-Whatever we say I-

Swntten
isis-

writtenwrittenwntten on paper LLongLngng in lbe-

future
thelbethe-

futurefuture ,. our sons and daughtersdaughters-
will

daughters-
willwill be able to know what hap-

pened
haphap-¬'-

pened in the past OurOUf elderselders-

have
elders-

havehave long livedhved on subsistence .

They have always told theirthelttheir-

stones
thelt-

stonesstones , 1\1it\1hhu-uh4h4'tui't- i'tit''tt been wntten-
Nowadays

writtenwnttenwritten-
NowadaysNowadays.,. .rvl'vlv' . , got two childrenchtldren .

They can'tcantI- 'tI- t' even speaksJ'l'aksJlak' NativeNative-

So
Native-

SoSo I thinkthmk itslis importantunportant to

wotewrite . "

Yet writingwritmg and pubbslung-
do

publishing-
do

publishingpubbslung
do not always come together...

As Welch, emphasIZes , a Nal1veNativeNal1ve-

Alaskan
Native-

AlaskanAlaskan living in a remote villagevillage-

must
village-

mustmust overcome immensetmmense bamers-
to

barriers-

to
barriersbamers

to get his work published .
""II know a lot10t of people ,

Native people , who are getting-

into

gettmggettinggettmg-

mto
getting

intomto publishingpubhshing .., Yet there is no

press,. .set. .up. exclusively forfor-

Native
for-

NativeNative matenalmaterialal . Most peoplepeople-

don't
people-

don'tdon'tdont' know how to go aboutabout-

getting
about-

gettinggetting publishedpubhshed . I would hopehope-

that
hope-

thatthat some fundingfundmg could be setset-

aside
set-

asideaside to help NativeNallve peoplepeople-

break
people-

breakbreak into the publpublishinghtog world .

We'HWeHWe'nWenWe'llWell' havehav to try and do some ¬.
thingthmg about thatthaI.. There shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe workshops and there'stheres' not .

'I'mIm' goinggomg to talk to10 sosomesome-

people
some-

peoplepeople , both into educationeducauon andand-

government
and-

governmentgovernment about this . ".
Welch himselflumself broke throughthrough-

wnbng
through-

writingwritingwnbng and writingwnbng , and sendingsendmgsending-

many
sendmg-

manymany articles oulout to10 small pub-

hcauons
pub-

lications
pubpub-¬-

licationshcauons It tooktookaa whilewhiJe ,. bur-

finally
butburbut-

finallyfinaflyfinally he succeeded ""II1! guessguess-

there
guess-

there'stherethere'stheres'! really no other way toto-

do
to-

dodo it ," he muses .


