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High nitrate levels '' can harmharm\harmharmlivestock'
;\, livestocklivestockIIII
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I EarlteriEarlterithisEarlierEarher ' this summerummcr several-

hl
severalseveral-

hQrhlhQr\hQrhorseshQrsi'scsiscs'\ s in the Fairbanks area-
became

areaarea-
becamebecame' critically ill111 due totQ highhigh-

mtmte
high-

nitratenitratemtmte levels in the foragesfQrages they-

were
theythey-

werewere grazinggralmggrating ,. A number of-

Weather
of

. weather , soilBoll and tnanagementa-
l

management-
pracllces

managementtnanagement
alalpracticespracticespracllces CombinedQmblned to caucausee the-

problem
the

problem . When temperaturestemperttturestemperatures-
warmet

tempertttures-
warmedwarmedwarmet! up and the ramrains stQstoppedstopped-

I

ped
I' . In July ,*, theth? nitratesmtrates tnmin the plantk-

declined
plantsplantkplants-

declineddeclined tota safe levels .

UniversityUmver\ltyUmverlty\ ofQf AlaskaAla.kaAlaka. Extension-
specialists

Extensionten\lontenlon\, 5peclahspecialiststs believebeheve the primary-
cause

pnmaryC-

aUMl
primarypnmary

causeCaUMl ofQf the nitrate poisioning-
was

pOisionmg-

walo

poisionmgpoisioning
waswalo due totu the horseshor.eshores. selecllvely-
conunllng

selectivelyselecllvelyselectively-
consumingconsumingcon\unllngconunllng\ a concentrationconcentmtiun ofufuf-

euher
of-

eithereithereuher lambsquarlamb\qual\erlambqualerlambsquarer\ '\(er orur fireweed

i ',

orur both.tThesdbothtThesdbuth"The.ebuthThe.ebuthTheebothThcsd."
, . twotWQ plants act'a-

s

acta-
s

act'asaccumutatb-

rs

act aas.
accumulatorsaccumulatbrsaccumutatbrs ofQf nitrates and ,,

Under the conditionsCQndtluns, which eetc-

isted
etc-etc-'

istcdhtedisted In May and June ,, CouldeQuid have-

caused
havehav-

ecaueqcausccjcau\eqcaueqcaused\ thetbe problem if eaten In-

large
inin-

largelarge quantitiesquantitiequkntities , plantrlant samplersamplesamplessamples-
analyzedanalyzedanalvzed bvbY the UniversityUmversltyUmversltyncesmcet \\ncencencence-

the
nce-

thethe meldincidentincidtnt:n ! occurred havebave shown-

both
shownshown-

bothboth lambsquarterlamhsquarter and fireweeU-

to
fireweetlfireweeUfireweciifirewecii-

toto containcontam substantially higher-

levels
higherhigher-

levelslevels of nitrates than bromebromc and-

other
andand-

otherother gragrasses1grasses. es :;, howeverhQwever ,, nonenQne ofof-

the
of-

thethe samples tested contained-
dangerously

containedcot1tainedcot1tained-

dangerouslydangerously high levels-

Information
levelslevels-

Information
levels-

InformatlQnInformationInformatlQn from other partparts Q-

tthe

of-

the
olQtof

the countrycQuntry indicates high mtrate-

levels
nitratemtratenitrate-

levelslevels; In plants tend totQ dissipatedis\lpatedislpate\

with timelime after the foragefQrage hahas-

been
has.

been baled as dry hay .. ExtensionExtension-
s

EExtensiontdnMQn

s, specialistspeclahsts feel it wouldWQuid be rare tQ-

fmd
totQto-

findfindfmd hay baledbalet! this seasonseaSQn which-

contains
whichwhich-

CQntamcontainsCQntam dangerouslydangerou.lydangerouly. high levels-

of
levelslevels-

QfofQf nitratesmtrates ; howeverhQwever , anyone-
wanting

anYQne-

wanting
anyoneanYQne

wanting totQ have their hay tested-

for
testedte\tedtetedtetedf-

Qr
\

forfQr this problemprQblem
I

may do so
,

byby-
I

taking samples totu theirthelr\thelrtheir\theirthelrlocaltheirlocal\
) local-

University
localloca-

lJniveruy\,University\Jniver\uyJniveruy\ ofQf AlaskaAla\kaAlaka\ EExtExtensiont nsIQnnsionnsion-
office

nsIQn-

QfficeofficeQffice ,. They are askeda\kedaked\ totQ sillcpllcilll the-

Office
the-

office
the

office forfQr sampling 'instructions-
before

Instructions'nstructIQnnstructIQn
beforbeforebefQrtl comingcQming in ..
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Testing
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TestingTestingTeMmg will be donedune at n-
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nlco-

t

no
'

CQcostcotcot-
to
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tQtotQ the owner .
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Krieg-
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