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A NEW AFN IS BORN - Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives
of-

NativesNatives , unincorporated , is dissolved by the
1972 Convention in Anchorage overriding formerformer-
President

former-
PresidentPresident Don Wright'sWrightsWnght'sWnghts' protests . State Sen .

Willie Hensley , D-KotzebueDKotzebue- , takes over the reinsreins-
of

reins-
ofof the new AFN , Inc . to be structured on the
12 region concept..

Photo by JACQUELINE GLASGOW

AFN MOVES TOWARD UNITY
Steps to Be Reviewed ByBy-

Regional

By-

RegionalRegional CorporationsCorporationsB-
yByUy JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

The

Writer-

TheThe Alaska NativeNativc peoplepcople have had a long struggletrugglcstruggle-
toward

trugglc-
towardtoward a "fairfair" and just settlement " on landsland . they havehave-
owned

have-
ownedowned for thousandsthousalHhthousalHhofof years . In their fight with thethcthc-
Congress

the-
CongressCongress of the United States , theythcy diddidsomethingsomething.omethingomething. unun-unun-

precedented
un-

precedented
¬-

precedented in their historieshbtorie . They united .

Last weekweekinin111 AnchorageAnchordge ,.

OctoberOctobcr 26-2H262H26-2X2X26-2828- , the orgam/ationorgamationorgdnlldtlOnorgam/anonanonorgdnlldtlOn-
mto

orgamanon-
into

/
intomto which they formed ,. theIheIhe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska FederationFederdtlon ot01of NativesNdtlve ,.

met in111 convention to restructurerestructure-
Itsell

restructure-
itselfitseltItsellitself in111 order to enter whatwh.ltwhltwh.lt-

ne'Wlyelected
what-

newlyelected
.

newly-electednewlyelectedne'Wly-electedne'Wly' -- chairmandWrmdn JohnJohn-

Borlmdge
John-

BorhridgeBorhndgeBorlmdgeBorhridge calledcalled"a"- aa"- aa" .II. renaissancererJ<msance ,.

if you will , as.ISIS. the NativeNdtlve peoplepeople-

take
people-

taketake another step'ItepItep' forward ".
The step was'WaWa' not takentdken easilyedsllyedslly-

and
easily-

andand politicspoltllc at.ItIt. the conventionconventIOn-
resembled

convention-
resembledresembledresembledmoremore the Frenchhenchhench-
RevolutIOn

French-
RevolutionRevolution then the RenaisRerlJls-RerlJlsRenais-RerlJls-

sance
Renais-

sance
¬-

sance . BringingBrll1gll1g a suit againstdgall1stdgall1s-
tnembers

against-
membersTiembers-nembersnembersmembers- of the board of directdirect-direct-

ors
direct-

ors
¬-

ors of AFN , Inc . , Don WrightWllghtWllght-

revIved
Wright-

revivedrevivedrevIvedsuchsuch terms as "loyalistsloyalists" "
and "usurpersusurpers" " to define hishIs-

supporters
his-

supporterssupporters and dissenters andand-

fought
and-

foughtfought to retainretam controlcontrolofof thethe-

organIzation
the-

organizationorganization .

In late September , Wright waswas-

displaced
was-

displaceddisplaced as president and chairchair-chair-

man
chair-

man
¬-

man of both the old AFN andand-

the
and-

thethe more recentrccent AFN , IncInc-

whIch
Inc-

whichwhich had been generally underundcr-undcrunder-undcr-

stood
under-

stood
¬-

stood would supercede the unun-unun-

mcorporated
un-

incorporated
¬-

incorporatedmcorporatedmcorporatedstatewideincorporatedstatewidestatewide associadSSOCla-dSSOClaassocia-dSSOCla-

W

associ-
aiii

¬-

tioniiiiii1h., [; WhichW-1-h1h--: C hadhadItsits birth backbdckbackininm

1966
1966Iransrtion

TransitionIransrtion11rI1rI/1rI1,/ 111011'> from oneDill' organi/a-organiaorgJIU/JorgJIUJorganira-organiraorganiat-
ion

organira-
tion

/ -'
tiontlon to anotherJllother, has been exex-exex-

pected
ex-

pected
¬-

pected to proceed smoothlymoothly unun-unun-

til
un-

til

¬-

til Wright'sWrightsWrlght\WrlghtWrlghtouster'\ ouster Between thatthdthat-

time
!

timetunc anddnd the October convenconven-conven-

tIon
conven-

tion
¬-

tion set by the boardbOJrdbOJrdofboardofof AlAIAt N ,.

IncIllc ,. WrightWlIght hashd'lhdl' insisted1Il lqed thatthJt thethe-

off
the-

officialofficialoffICIJIoff ICIJI convention would behehe-

held
he-

heldheldheldininIII WiidwoodWIldwood ,. DecDel. IS-INISINl'i-IHl'iliIHI5-18I518ISIN-
The

l'iIH-
The

I518-
The

' -

The AnchorageAnchordge conventionconvention-
resolved

convention-
resolvedresolved earlyedrly intoII1to a credentialscredentlJbcredentlJb-
fight

credentials-
rightfightright , as to who would be rcp-rcprep-reprcp-

sented
rep-

sented
rep-

sented
-

sentedsentedandand what the votingvotmgvotmg-

structure
voting-

structurestructure would bebe-

It
be-

It
be-

ItIt was decided that votingvotmgvotmg-
would

voting-
wouldwould proceed by the rules ofof-

the
of-

thethe oldoldaSSoCiatIonassociation until suchsuch-

time
such-

timetime as it was resolved by thethe-

body
the-

bodybody present that the associaaSSOCia-aSSOCia-

tIOn
associa-

tion
¬-

tion should or should NOT bebe-

dIssolved
be-

dissolveddissolved . "

HangingHangmg over the conventionconvention-
was

convention-
waswas a cloud of financialfmanclal diffidiffi-diffi-

culties
diffi-

culties
¬-

culties , 5600,0005600000$600,000600000$ , to $700,000700000700,000$700,000-
debts

$ 700,000-
debts

,

debts incurredmcurred by AFNAFNininmlobby-mlobbymlobby-
mg

lobbylobby-lobby-

ing

¬-

ingmg for the Land Claims SettleSettle-Settle-
ment

Settle-
ment

¬-

ment andandmandininm the operations ofof-

Continued

of-

Conllnuecl

of-

Continued( ContinuedConllnuecl on papage 6)6)
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, - _. _ . . _ . - -- - --- .
theth organization to the presentpresent-
time

present-
timetime .

Charlie Edwardsen , Jr ." , reprep-rep-

resenting
rep-

resenting
¬-

resenting what he called thethe-

"minonty
the-

"minority"minorityminority"minontyminonty" view " of the ArcticArctic-

Slope
Arctic-

SlopeSlope people , addressed thethe-

body
the-

bodybody on the question of votingvotlOgvotlOg-
and

voting-
andand\and\ credentialscreden lIals .

Helie called for a halt to thethe-

squabble
the-

squabblesquabble over "whowho" I am andand-

who
and-

whowho you are not.. " SpeakingSpeak 109 ofof-

the
of-

thethe Native people , EdwardsenEdwardsen-
saId

Edwardsen-
saidsaid , "WeWe" tooktookaa long shothot andand-

It

and-

itit was the pricepnce of every dignidigni-digni-
fIed

digni-

fied
¬-

fied person and every sole perper-per-

on
per-

son
¬-

sonon here what the long shot is .
"

"II"' thinktlllnktlllnkwethinkwewe have a definite

obligationobltgatlOn to AFN : Here againagain-

that
again-

thatthat this is our soil.. MereHere again ,
that this is our land .

"
"SomeSome" are at home . TheThe-

majority
The-

majoritymajority will always be atat-

home
at-

homehome . " CdwardsendwardsenEdwardsen[ spokespol.espole. ofof-

AFN
of-

AFNAFNAFNasas "ourour" marriagemamage to thistillStillS-

land
this-

landland that we commenced in10

1966 ., I1 must say to my brethrenbrethren-
and

brethren-
andand to my sisters , thistillS is stillstill-

your
still-

youryour land No corporation inin-

Ameflca
in-

AmericaAmericaAmeflca has ever gotten 4040-

mIllIOn

40-

millionmillion acres of land .
1I feelfeel-

that
feel-

thatthat we are going to have toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect ourselves andandresolveresolve ourour-

monetary
our-

monetarymonetary differencesdlffennccs: IfIf"eIfewe"µ e cancan-

borrow
can-

borrowborrow 5700,0005700000$700,000700000S700,000S700000$700,000andS700,000and$ , and haveh.lvehlve.

\"U"ugu"U"uguUugu\( Continued" " " " fromHU ' " page" " r. ,)

gotten 4040 millionmilhon acres , we'rewerewe're-

not
we're-

not
'

not too shabby ! "
Edwardsen , because of hishis-

mlOority
his-

minorityminoritymlOority position , refused toto-

vote
to-

votevote the 22 votes awardedawarded-
Arctic

awarded-
ArcticArctic Slope . Helie asked for andand-

received
and-

receivedreceivedreceiveda a half-votehalfvote- only .

The question of who thethe-

convenllon
the-

conventionconventionconvenllon was representing bebe-bebe-

came
be-

came
¬-

came central to the issues . AsideASide-

from
Aside-

fromfrom Arctic Slope RegionReglOnJIRegionalReglOnJ-
ICorporation

Regional-
Corporation

j |

Corporation , there was also nono-

offlclJI
no-

officialofficialofflclJI representationrepresentatloo fromfrom-

Cook
from-

CookCook Inlet Regional CorporationCorporation-
although

Corporation-
althoughalthough delegates attendedattended-
from

attended-
fromfrom Cook Inlet NativeNatJve AssociaAssocla-AssoclaAssocia-Assocla-

tlun
Associa-

tion
¬-

tiontlun , the non-profitnonprofit- groupgroup-

During
group-

Dunng
group-

DuringDuringDunng the firstfmt part ot01of thethe-

conventIOn
the-

conventionconvention , votingvotmg was permitpermit-permit-
ted

permit-
ted

¬-

ted for theIhe followingfollowmg delegationsdelegaJndelegations-
Tlingitliaida

! ()
Tlmgit-IlaidaTlmgitIlaidaTllnglt-IIJldaTllngltIIJldaTlingit-liaidaTlingitliaida- , AVCPA VCP ,. KodiakKodiA .,

Bristolnstol BayJY , Kenai , Copper River ,

Alaska PeninsulaPenmsuIJ ( no longer in101-
0existence

in-

existenceexistence ) , Arctic Slope , Unalak-UnalakUnalJk-UnalJkUnalak-

leet
UnalJk-

kel
Unalak-

Icet
-

leetkelIcet , Tanana ChiefsC1uefs ., Aleut LeaLeJ-LeJLea-LeJ-

gue
Lea-

gue
¬-

gue , Cordova ,. Tyonek , EklutnaEklutrlJ ,

WashingtonWaslllngton Chapter AFN , UpUp-Up-

per
Up-

per
¬-

per Kuskokwim , Cook Inlet ,

Nome , and KotzebueKo7ebue! .

WrightWnght entreated the membermember-member-
ship

¬.-

ship not to dissolvedl solve the( lie oldold-

organizatIOn
old-

organizationorganization until there was aa-

positive

a-

positivepositive commitment by thethe-

twelve
the-

twelvetwelve regional corporations toto-

assume
to-

assumeassume the debts .

"TheThe" most important thingthmgthmg-

m

thing-

ininm my mindmmdmmdISmindisis to see unityuunity-
among

ltyltyJ-

ITlongamongJITlong the NativeNal1ve people , butbut-

only
but-

onlyonly if they honor theirtheu debtsdebts-
and

debts-
andand pay their bills .

"
In a sudden move to forestallforestall-

act
forestall-

actionactionact on by the convention , WrightWrigh-
tattempted

Wrigh-
tattemptedattempted to recess the convenconven-conven-

tion
conven-

tion

¬-

tion FridayFnday andandreconvenereconvene it atat-

Wildwood
at-

WildwoodWildwood on Dec . 15 .

As he walked from the room ,
Tanana Chiefs ' president JohnJohn-

Sackett
John-

SackettSackett called for a pointpomt ofof-

order
of-

orderorder on whether Wright hadhad-

the
had-

thethe power to recess the concon-con-

ventIOn
con-

vention

¬-

vention .

Vice-presidentVicepresident- Phillip GuyGuy-

took
Guy-

tooktook the chair inm the absence ofof-

Wright
of-

WrightWright and called for a rulingruling-

from
ruling-

fromfrom parliamentarianparhamentarlan JohnJohn-
Hope

John-
HopeHope .

Hope ruled that the chairmanchaumanchauman-
did

chairman-
diddid NOT have the authorityauthoTity toto-

recess
to-

recessrecess a convention and that itIt-

could
it-

couldcould proceedproceedinin111 his absence .

As the session continuedcontll1ued ,

BorbridgeBorbndge rose to say , "ItIt"ItIS" is wew-
et'e

we-

thethet'ete:' people who have the rightTight toto-

determme
to-

determinedeterminedetermme where this conventionconventIOn-
will

convention-
willwill go "

Shortly after Wright'sWrights' departdepJrt-depJrtdepart-depJrt-
ure

depart-
ure

¬-

ure , the assembled body passedpJssedpJssed-

the
passed-

thethe finalfmalfmalresolutionfinalresolutionresolution of the oldold-

AFN
old-

AFNAFN , a resolution to dissolve itsItS-

eXIstence
its-

existenceexistence . The resolution passedpJssedpJssed-

by
passed-

byby a vote of 420 , YES , 33 , NO ,.

23'A23A23h234'! , absent , and 19 , abstainingabstammgabstaining-
AFN

abstammg-
AFN

abstaining-
AFNAFN , Inc . President WillieWllheWllhe-

Ilensley
Willie-

IlensleyHensleyIlensley has consistently mainmam-mammain-mam-

tamed
main-

tained

¬-

tainedtamed thatIhat helie did not view thethe-

two
the-

twotwo organizationsorgaOlzatlOns as conflictingconfilctmgconfilctmg-
or

conflicting-
oror separate ones and that , inmm-

fact
in-

factfact , their operations have overover-over-

lapped
over-

lapped
¬-

lapped for some time .

The formation of AFN , Inc .

was accomplished under the ausaus-aus-

pices

¬.-

picesplces of the boardbO.lrdbOlrd. of the earlierearlier-

organization
earlier-

organizationorganization , Don Wright prepre-pre-
ldll1g

pre-

siding
¬-

sidingldll1g , to10 coincidecOll1clde with thethe-

structure
the-

structurestructure of the Land ClaimsClaIms-

Settlement
Claims-

SettlementSettlement as setet by CongressCongress-

"We
Congress-

"We
Congress-

"We"WeWe" are not kickingklckll1g you intoII1toII1to-

a

into-

aa structure which has been setset-

without
etet-

withoutwithout your participationpartlclpal1on ,. "
said BorbridgeBorbrldge on the followingfollowll1gfollowll1g-

day
following-

dayday . "ItIt"Itwill" will be an organizationorgaorganization-
of

l/atlOnlatlOnlatlOn-
of

/
of the people .

"
Hensley said ,. "ThereThere1'here1here"'' isI nothnoth-noth-

mg

noth-

ing

¬-

ingmg inm the landlandclaimsclaimsclJlm act winchwlilchwhichwlilch-

reqUIres

which-

requiresrequires a statewidestJtewlde orgam/a-orgamaorganl/a-organlorgani/a-organiorgama-
tion

organla-
tlon

organia-
tion

/ -

tiontlon . If there is1\1\1uchsuchuchasuchauch a thingtiling , itIt-

has
it-

hashas to be by the common concon-con-

sent
con-

sent
¬-

sent of the regions .
"

In the matter of financialfmancl.ilfmanclilfmancl.ilobfinancialob. obob-obob-

hgatlons
ob-

ligations
¬-

ligationshgatlons of the regions for debtsdebts-
mcurred

debts-
incurredincurredmcurred by AFN ( which waswas-

awarded
was-

awardedawarded no moniesmO les under thethe-

Act
the-

ActAct ) "commoncommon" consent " will bebe-

a

be-

aa crucial matterm.lttermltter. ..

"II" thinkthmk ,.
" said HensleyIfensleyHen ley , "evev"ev-"ev-

ery
"ev-

ery
" ¬-

ery Native person , everyevl'ryevlry.' village ,

andandeveryevery regional corporationcorporatIOn-
that

corporation-
thatthat stands to benefit under thethe-

act
the-

actact has a moral obligationobhgal1on to10 paypay-

tlus
pay-

thisthistlus debt..
"

ReferringRefemng to the $700,000700000$700,000-
total

$700,000-
total

$ ,
total , HensleylIensley believes there is aa-

good
a-

goodgoodgoodchancechance at least $400,000400000$400,000-
will

$400,000-
will

$ ,
will be awarded by the U.SUS. .

Court of Claims . "ThatThat" leaves a

$300,000300000$ , bill for six yearsye.lrsyelrs. ofof-

operatJon
of-

operationoperationoperatJon . That is notriot a veryvery-

substantial
very-

substantialsubstantial debt when you concon-con-

sider
con-

sider
¬-

sider the benefits derived .
"

ItI t hasha been heldfield byhy many ob ¬,

servers thatIhat the structure deviseddevldevised-

by
eded-

byby Congress effectively propro-pro-

motes
pro-

motes

¬-

motes fragmentationfragmentJlion ,. divisive-divisivedivisive-

ness
diVISive-

ness
divisive-

ness

-

ness , andandreglonahmandregionalismregionalismreglonah\mreglonahm\ , ratherrJtherrJther-
than

rather-
thanthan unityUllItyunity-

Will
UllIty-

Will
unity-

WillWill all twelve regionalreglOn.llreglOnll. corpcorp-corp-

orations
corp-

orations

¬-

orations eventuallyeventuJlly rejoinreJ01r1 thethe-

central
the-

centralcentralcentralentityentity now known"nownnown" asaas-

AFNAFN , Inc 7?'1 "JoiningJoining"J01r1l11gJ01r1l11g" is1\11.lIter\ ,. alter.lIterlIterafter.lIter.-

III

after-

all

.
all.IIIIII.IIIJld. ". sjid\JldJldsaid\ one delegatedelegJtc , "thethe"tiletile"the-
choIce

"tile-

choice

"
choice of the individualIIldlVlduJI organiorgJnt-orgJntorgani-orgJnt-

ta
organi-

ration
-¬-

zationrationta lion .
"

Roy lluhndorfIluhndorf ol01of Cook InletInlelInlel-

commented
Inlet-

commentedcommented . "II"' leelfeel( eel people alal-alal-

ways

al-

ways

¬-

ways havehJve a meansmcam to formform-

themselves
form-

themselvesthemselves intomto a group .
"

"ThereThere" arearc now in10 AlaskaAlaAlaska-

two
aa-

twotwo sources of power availableavailable-

toto the Native people ,
" addedadded-

AfN
added-

AFNAFNAfNattorneyattorney Ken BassBJss . "TheThe"The-

fmt
"The-

first

"

firstfmt is the power of the regionalreglregiona-
lcorporations

mJImJI-

corporationscorporations created by the setset-setset-

tlement
set-

tlement

¬-

tlement act , enormous powerpower-

and
power-

andand money The second sourcesourceI-

Sis the AlaskaAIJska Native people thatthJtthJt-

have
that-

havehave been here thousands ofof-

years

of-

yearsyears . When both work togethtugeth-tugethtogeth- ¬-

er , that power is insurmountamsurmounta-msurmountainsurmounta-msurmounta-
ble

insurmounta-
ble

¬-

ble . "
One by one , representativesrepresentatives-

ofof the people rose up to supportsupport-
the

support-
thethe structuringstructurmg of the new AFN ,

Inc . along the lines of the twelvetwelve-

region

twelve-

regionregion concept .. They agreed toto-

take
to-

taketake back the proposal drawn upup-

by

up-

byby the boardhoard to eacheJch region forfor-

further
for-

furtherfurther definitiondeflllltlOn andandrcfandrefiningrefiningrcfrefining-
before

nmgnmg-

beforebefore finalflllJ\flllJflllJacceptancefinalacceptance\ acceptance .

The body presentpre ellt also.IhoIho. passedpJssedpJssed-

a

passed-

aa resolution calling on "eacheach"ehhehh"ehh-
Ala

"each-

Alaska

" , .:

AlaskaAla "aa" Native I and ClaimsC/JIIllCJIIllChains/ > SetSet-Set-

tlement
Set-

tlement
¬-

tlement Act corporationcorporatorcorpm tloll to10 im1111-1111ini-ini11-

11plement

ini-

plentent
¬-

plementplentent the authontyautlwtltyauthority grantedgrII11edgrII11ed-

them
granted-

tlient
,

themtlient by the ll)73ll7310731 < 7.373)> . SupplementalSupplcmentJISupplcmentJI-
Approprlatlon

Supplemental-
AppropriationsAppropriationsApproprlatlon\ApproprlatlonApproprlatlonBill\ Bill andJnd loan111Jn toto-

M
to-

AAlMA [ N ,. Inc , a.II. populationpopul/llollpopullloll,/ propro-pro-

portIOned
pro-

portioned

¬-

portionedportionedsharesharehJre ol01of the estimatedC\tlll1JtedCtlll1Jted\
$750,000750000$ , indebtednessIIldcbtedne \ incurredIlHurredIlHurred-

by
incurred-

by
:

by AFNArN inIII obtainingobtJlIllllg passagepJ\\JgepJJge\ ot01of01-

the
of-

thethe Land ClaimsClJII\1ClJII1\ Bill ".
ItItwaswas furtherlurlher resolvedre\JlvedreJlved\( "llulllul"lhJtlhJt"thatthat"lhJt-

tlm
"that-

this

"
tlmthis m.lttermlttermatter. be glvcngiven the lughesthighestlughest-

pmslble
highest-

possiblepossiblepmslble urgency
.
byhy
.

every rere-rere-

gional

¬.-

"gionalglo1.11glo111! . corporationcorporJtlon
It wasWJS a.II. possibilitypm\lhtlilypmlhtlily\ tliatlliJtthat thethe-

IJrger
the-

largerlargerIJrger andJnd more powerful groupsgroupgroups-
couldcould havehJve overriddenoverndden thethe-

II1terest

the-

interestsinterestsII1terest of the smallerI11Jller regionsregionregions-
had

>

hadhJd they chosencho\enchoen\ to do so AtAt-

several
At-

severalseveral pointspOlnb of the convention ,

unityul1lly was in seriousSCf/LJIISCfLJII/ dangerdangL'rdangLrdangL'r-
C

dangL'-

roncesslOm
danger-

Concessions
'

ConcessionsC oncesslOm hadhJd to be madeI11Jde andand-

cOl11pronmes

and-

compromisescompromisescOl11pronmes effectedeffccted .

( Continued on page 10)10101io )
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TananaT.If1JIl.1TIf1JIl.1TIf1JIl1. . duelsChiefsChlt b ' John SackedSJc"ettSJcettSackettSackett-
withdrest

"
withdrewwithdrest", Ithurl.'" anJIl important1f11porlallt amend.1ml'lIu.1mllIu1mllIuamend-amend-

ment
. .' ¬,-

mentmenl to10 thethc proposed resolutionrlresolution-
on

.' ofutlon
on011 per capitae.1pllJe1pllJ. paymentp.1ymclltp1ymcllt. when"hcl1hcl1molten"hcl1-

II

molten-

it
"

itII threatenedthrcJ ( CJ1CU
,

thethc prevailingprcvJlhl1prevailing-

feeling
!

teelingItchllgfeeling: otof thethcthethewnventionconventionlOI1Ventlonwnventionconvention-
Thngitllaida

lOI1Ventlon-
Th

wnvention-
TlingitIlaidaThngit-llaidaThngitllaidaThlglt.IIJIU.1Tlingit-IlaidaTlingitIlaidaTh lglt.IIJIU.1lgltIIJIU.1lgltIIJIU1-. . . secondeCl(1UeCl1Usecondunit)( onl\onl011/\011unitonlto011to/\\ toto-

CJIIt.1
to-
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