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rFLetters: from Here and ThereJ
Telida NeglectedNeglected-

For
Neglected-

ForFor a CenturyCenturyK-

oyukonKoyukon DevelopmentDevelopment-
Corporation

Development-
Corporation

Development-
CorporationCorporation , Inc .

Galena CenterCenter-
Box

Center-
BoxBox 7272-

Galena
72-

Galena
72-

GalenaGalena , Alaska 9974199741-

October
99741-

OctoberOctober 20 , 19721972-

DearDear Editor :

I was dumfounded and unauna-una-

ble
una-

ble

¬-

ble to believe during the BoardBoard-

Meeting
Board-

MeetingMeeting of the Koyukon DevelDevel-Deve-

lopment

¬.-

opment Corporation , which is aa-

RurAL

a-

RurALRurAL CAP organization , toto-

find

to-

findfind that in the history of AlaskaAlaska-

and
Alaska-

andand its purchase by the UnitedUnited-

States
United-

StatesStates more than a century ago ,

there is a village where 18 peoplepeople-

are
people-

areare living under conditions thatthat-

eXisted
that-

existedexisted more than a hundredhundred-
years

hundred-
yearsyears ago . The village is TelidaTelldaTellda-

and
Telida-

andand the people stillstili make itIt-

their

it-

theirtheir home ..

Telida is one of the oldest ,

inhabited villages in the InteriorIntenorIntenor-
of

Interior-
ofof Alaska , and nothing has beenbeen-

done
been-

donedone for its people . This shouldshould-

bring
should-

bringbring attention to all senatorssenatos( ,

representatives , state and federalfederal-

government
federal-

governmentgovernment agencies , and thethe-

governors
the-

governorsgovernors of Alaska .

They have no Post-OfficePostOffice- andand-

postmaster
and-

postmasterpostmaster , schools , clinic ,

stores , airfields , and no way ofof-

communltatlng
of-

communicatingcommunicatingcommunltatlng .

The present airfield was handhand-hand-

made
hand-

made

¬-

made by Karl Seseui and thethe-

only
the-

onlyonly tools he used was an axeaxe-

and
axe-

andand a shovel.. He spent twotwo-

years
two-

yearsyears of his lifetime making thisthis-

airfield
this-

airfieldairfield , believing that his peoplepeople-

might
people-

mightmight get a Post-OfficePostOffice- , andand-

other
and-

otherother agencies could eventuallyeventually-
come

eventually-
comecome in with their projects , butbut-

only
but-

onlyonly to find that it cost thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage $7070$ or moremQre to charter aa-

plane

a-

planeplane which brings their supsup-sup-

plies
sup-

plies

¬-

plies and mailmall.. Karl Seseui and

his people are paying a dollar oror-

more
or-

moremore for a letter for their mailmallmall-

service

mail-

serviceservice . The Post-OfficePostOffice- DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment make him and his peoplepeople-
pay

people-
paypay the necessary postage onon-

their
on-

theirtheir letters to move their mailmall ,

but refuse to give them thethe-

maI
the-

mailmaOma\ImaImail\ , service , as well as any isoISO-ISOIS-
Olated

iso-

lated

¬-

lated village in Alaska ,, that otherother-
United

other-
UnitedUnited States citizenscltllens are given .

Proper mailmall service is desperatedesperate-desperate-
ly

¬.-

lyIy needed in these areas as it isI-
Sthe

is-

thethe only link with the outsideoutside-
world

outside-
worldworld , and the people can benben-ben-

efit
¬.-

efiteflt from it like the other placesplaces-

Inin Alaska and the United States .

It ask all of you to make it anan-

allout
an-

alloutall-outallout- effort to see that thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage of TelidaTellda get their mailmallmall-

service
mail-

serviceservice at least once a month ,

and that the Post-OfficePostOffice- DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment establish a Post-OfficePostOffice- inIn-

Telida
in-

TelidaTelida , and also , appoint a postpost-post-

master

¬.-

master .

I request that thetIle presentpresent-
Governor

present-
GovernorGovernor of Alaska to checkcheck-

the
check-

thethe State Agencies as their rere-rere-

sponsibility
re-

sponsibility

¬-

sponsibility to see that the vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage

¬-

lage of TelidaTellda gets a school , soso-

their
so-

theirtheir childrenc/liidrencliidren/ won'twont' have to bebe-

sent
be-

sentsent by poor transportation concon-con-

ditions
con-

ditions

¬-

ditions to a nearby village calledcalled-

Nikolai
called-

NikolaiNikolai to go to school.. TheThe-

children
The-

childrenchildren should be able to live inIn-

their
in-

theirtheir own village and learn .

The BIA should have responsrespons-respons-
Ibilities

respons-
ibilities

¬-

ibilities to see that TelidaTellda gets aa-

school

a-

schoolschool , and a co-opcoop- store .

Every village is entitled to aa-

clinic
a-

clinicclinic and radio communicacommunica-communica-
tions

communica-
tions

¬-

tions , and so is TelidaTellda .

The Department of AviationAViation-

should
Aviation-

shouldshould start working on an airair-airair-

field
air-

field

¬-

field that will make it possiblepossible-
toto have transportation andand-

freight
and-

freightfreight adequate to the otherother-
villages

other-
villagesvillages Instead ,, they had toto-

walt
to-

waitwaitwalt for 76 year old Karl SeseuiSeseulSeseul-

with
Seseui-

withwith his old axe and shovel toto-

make
to-

makemake the airfieldairfield-
II , as the Regional Director ofof-

the

of-

thethe Koyukon Development CorCor-Cor-

poration
Cor-

poration

¬-
',

poration , will demand an answer

from every agency , except forfor-

Tundra
for-

TundraTundra Times of course , and toto-

whoever

to-

whoeverwhoever this letter is addressedaddressed-
toto .

Yours very truly ,

James HuntingtonHuntington-
Reglonat

Huntington-
RegionalRegionalReglonat DirectorDirector-

cccc : SenSell Mike GravelGravel-

Gov
Gravel-

Gov

<

Gov . William EganEgan-

MOrris

Egan-

MorrisMorris ThompsonThompson-
Bryan

Thompson-
BryanBryan Motlock , LocalLocal-

Affairs
Local-

Affairs
Local-

AffairsAffairsAffairs-

Dept
Affairs-

Dept
Affairs-

DeptDept.., of AviationAViatio-
nDept

Aviation-
DeptDept.. of Education/EducationEducatlOn/EducatlOnEducation-

State
EducatlOn-

State
Education-

State
/

State OperatedOperated-
SchoolsAnch

Operated-
Schoots

Operated-
SchoolsAnchSchools/AnchSchoolsAnchSchootsAnchSchoots/SchootsSchoolsAnch-

PostOffice
/AnchAnch-

PostOfficePost-OfficePostOffice- Dept/DeptDept-

Anch
Dept-

Anch
Dept-

Anch

.. /
Anch .

Tanana ChiefsC/llefsCllefsChiefs-

Conference
Cllefs-

Conference
Chiefs-

Conference
/

ConferenceConference-
Tundra

Conference-
TundraTundra TimesTimes-

Public
Times-

PublicPublic HealthHealth-

Services
Health-

Services
Health-

ServicesServicesServic-

esHeads

Servic-

esHeadsHeads Swollen ,

Writer ClaimsOctober
Claims

October 1616,1972161972, 19721972-

V3

1972-

V3V-3V3- DivisionDivIsiOn-

USS
Division-

USSUSSOnskanyUSS OrISkany CVA-34CVA34CVCVA34-
FPO

A-34A34A34-
FPO

-

FPO San Francisco , California
9660196601-

The

96601-

TheThe Tundra TimesTimes-

Box
Times-

Box
Times-

BoxBox 12871287-

Fairbanks
1287-

Fairbanks
1287-

FairbanksFairbanks , Alaska 9970799707-

DearDear SirsSirs-

AnAn open letter to the memmeinmem-

bers
mein-

bersbers of the Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives

of-

NativesNatives seems appropiateapproplate at thisthis-

time
this-

timetime
timeNow

Now that the land and moneymoney-

have

money-

havehave been allotted to the AFN ,

it is beginning to fall apartapart-

Differences
apart-

DifferencesDifferences were with the FederFeder-Feder-

ation
Feder-

ation

¬-

ation from the beginning butbut-

that
but-

thatthat did not prevent the leadersleaders-

from
leaders-

fromfrom makingmakmg a united standstand-

They
stand-

TheyThey compromised their differdiffer-differ-

ences

¬.-

ences But now , their headsheads-

have
heads-

havehave swollen NowtNow , thgythey( he : jjrda, not:1010no: #'

iooklook torfor the several answers toto-

the

to-

thethe problem No , there is onlyonly-

one
only-

oneone right answer to the problemproblem-
anel

problem-
andandanel anyone that has a differentdifferent-
solution

different-
solutionsolution is wrong ( so it seems )

Where are the compromiserscompromisers-
that

compromisers-
thatthat got us our settlement1settlemenPsettlement ' AreAre-

they
Are-

theythey too big to compromise anyany-

farther7
any-

fartherfarther7farther '
farther7When

When leaders beginbegm bringingbringingS-

UitS
bringing-

suitssuits against each other , thethe-

followers
the-

followersfollowers begin to question thethe-

intentions
the-

intentionsintentions and sincerityslnceroty of theirtheir-

leaders
their-

leadersleaders . Are they doitjgdOllJgdoing whatwhatI-

Sis best for us ? Or are they doingdOing-

what
doing-

whatwhat is best for themselves7themselves' '
. Are they tryfngtryrngtrying to protect publicpublic-

imagesimages7images ' Are they trying toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect reputations7reputatlons7reputations ' Are theythey-

domg
they-

doingdoingdomg anything worthwhile atat-

alP

at-

allall7alPall7-

Reputations
alP-

Reputations
all ''

Reputations and public im1minn1m-

ages
inn-

agesages have a way of complicatingcomplicating-
business

complicating-
businessbusiness matters A person trytry-

inging109 to protect an image oror-

reputatIOn

or-

reputationreputation has two questions tptoto-

answer
to-

answeranswer . "IsIs" this the best forfor-

the

for-

thethe people7people"" . and "HowHow"How-

will
"How-

will

"

will this make me look inmm-

publlc7
in-

publicpublic7publlc7public"" People with images toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect will more likely thanthan-

not
than-

notnot , protect the image than dodo-

what

do-

whatwhat is best for the people theythey-

are
they-

areare servingservlOg The Alaska FederaFedera-

tlon
Federa-

tiontiontlon of NativesNativeslashas/laslas/ too big aa-

responsibility

a-

responsibilityresponsibility to the NativeNative-

peoples
Native-

peoplespeoples of Alaska to be botheredbothered-
by

bothered-
byby "reputationsreputations" " and "publicpublic"public-
Images

"public-
images

"

images . " My advice is to gogo-

go

go-

gogo ahead with the office cleaningcleanlOgcleanlOg-

and
cleaning-

andand get ridrod of01 the reputationsreputations-
andand public images in10 the wayway-

RespectfullyRespectfully ,

Fredrred SagoonickSagoonlck


