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BRENDABRENDAITTAITTA

Brenda and Frank Vying for Election
The lone State House seat inmm-

Dlstnct
in-

DistrictDistrictDlstnct 19 is still very much upup-
fot

up-
forforfot grabs . Brenda Itta of BarBar-Bar-

row
Bar-

row
¬-

row beat the incumbentIIIcumbent , FrankFrank-

Ferguson
Frank-

FergusonFerguson , of Kotzebue in111 thethe-

August
the-

AugustAugust 22 primary election by a

very narrow marginmargmmargin-
Itta

margm-

Ilia
margin-

tttaIttaIliattta , as the Democratic candicandi-candi-

date
candi-

date
¬-

date , is the only name to appearappear-
onon the ballot , but Ferguson isI-
Srunning

is-

runningrunning a strong write-inwriteinwnte.mwntem-. camcam-cam-
paign

cam-
paign

¬-

paign , as an independentmdependent..

Brenda decided to10 run afterafter-

workmg
after-

workingworkingworkmgLegislaturelastfor the State Legislature
last session . When she returnedreturned-
home

returned-
homehome , people were askingaskmg ififshesheshe-

would
she-

wouldwould run . "II" ) don'tdont' like toto-

turn
to-

turnturn down requests from mymy-
own

my-
ownown people , " said Brenda . IfIf-

she
If-

sheshe winswms , she will be the firstfirst-

EskImo
first-

EskimoEskimo woman to be elected .

Ferguson has a good recordrecord-
for

record-
forfor his two year term . WorkingWorkmgWorking-

Continued
Workmg-

Continued
Working-

Continued( Continued on Page 7)71)1)



11BrendaBrenda and Frank Vie . .
(IContlnuodContinued from oapaqDane< M 1)111)

with Martin Moore , Chuck Deg-DegDeg-

nan
Deg-

nan
-.

iiiinannan , and other bushbushrepresentarepresentarepresenta-representa-
tives

¬.-

tives , he helpedhelpedspearheadspearhead aa-

drive, drive for 19 millionmtllion dollars forfor-

bushbush high schools .,
Fighting opposition whichwhich-

saidsaid you shouldn'tshouldnt' be puttingpUllingputting-
millionmillion dollar facilities in villages ,, Frank maintains "We'veWeve" ' got toto-

stopstop looking at regional highhig-

hI

high-

schools
high-

schoolsschools . "
Brenda also saidsalllsalllonesaidoneone of thethe-

first
the-

firstI first things she will try to do ifif-

elected, electedelectedISis to improve educationaleducatIOna-
lI

educational-
facilitiesI facilities .

"TheThe" state government hashas-

reallyreally laggedlaggedinin thistl1lS area . WeWe-

are. are citizens of AlaskaAlasJ.aAlasJa. too , butbut-

our
but-

ourour facilities arearc next to nothingnotlungnotlung-
as

nothing-
asas far asasughhigh/ughughughschoolshighschools/ schools are concon-con-

cerned
¬.-

cerned . The curriculum doesdoes-

not
does-

notnot meet a great part of thethe-

cluldren's
the-

children'schildren'schildrenscluldren'scluldrens' needs .
"

"OneOne" of the first thingstlungsthings-

tried
II-

tnedtriedtned to stress on the floor ofof-

the
of-

thethe house ,
" said Ferguson , "waswas"was-

bllingudl
"was-

bilingual
"

bi-lingualbilingualbl-lingudlbllingudl- education .
" To thethe-

charge
the-

chargecharge thatthdt Eskimo is a.II. dyingdYing-

language
dying-

languagelanguage , FrankFrdnk asked , "WouldWould"Would-

the
"Would-

the

"

the legislators fight for the EngEng-Eng-

lish
¬.-

lishIIsh language ifIfItit was going toto-

die
to-

diedie out?

"We'reWere" ' goingg01l1g to come to aa-

pOint
a-

pointpoint where we have court hearhear-hear-

Ings

hear-

ings

¬-

ings , etc . , in the Eskimo langlang-lang-

uages
lang-

uages
¬-

uages .
"

Ferguson called attention toto-

the
to-

thethe fact that his districtdlstnct has nono-

court
no-

courtcourt buildingbUlld1l1g . "EveryEvery" otherother-
dlstnct

other-
districtdistrictdlstnct has a court facility ,

" hehe-

pOinted
he-

pointedpointedpOintedoupointedoutoutou t..

LackLackofof good public facilitiesfacJllllesfacJllllesI-

S
facilities-

isis a concern of candidate Itta asas-

well
as-

wellwell.. "RightRight" now ," she said ,

"thethe" villages are very unhappyunhappy-
because

unhappy-
becausebecause they are getting portableportable-
classrooms

portable-
classroomsclassrooms and trailers for thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool teachers I really feelfeel-
It'S

feel-

it'sit'sits'' a crimecnme to get classroomsclassrooms-
that

classrooms-
thatthat are already third-ratethirdratethnd-ratethnd- . This

is one issue I'mIm'' working hardhard-
on

hard-
onon communicatingcommunicatmg with thethe-
State

the-
StateState Commissioner of EducaEduca-Educa-
tion

¬.-

tion and the SOS Board .
"

She also cited the need forfor-
homes

for-
homeshomes for the elderly withinwithin-
the

within-
thethe districtdlStflCt.. "SomeSome" of ourour-
elderly

our-
elderlyelderly are sent away from theirthelTthelT-

environment
their-

environmentenvironment in theirthelT last years .

They arearesentare.sentare-sentaresent-sentsent-. to homes in111 FairFan-FanFair-Fan-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks or Anchorage and I'veIveI've-

seen
I've-

seen

'

seen them where they'vetheyve' sufsuf-suf-
fered

¬.-

feredferedneedlesslyneedlessly . IfIfwewe hadhad-
facilities

had-
facilitiesfacilities inIII our own area , they'dtheydthey'd-
be

they'd-
be

'
be well taken care of by our ownown-
people

own-
peoplepeople .

" -'
"TheThe" same thing happenshappens-

withwith'IthIth"' hospital facilities . In BarBar-Bar-

row
Bar-

row
¬-

row , for instance ," BrendaBrendd said ,

"theythey" arearc very inadequate1I1adequate , as isI-
Sthe

is-

thethe sueSllesize ol01of the staff..
"

Ferguson would fight to getget-
statewide

get-
statewidestatewide healthhealthstandardsstandards set'ietiet'iet-

for
set-

for 'for Native foods . Helie sees thethe-

state
the-

statestate as stillstili leaninglean 109 heavilyheavJly onon-

federal
on-

federalfederal moniesmOOles for needed propro-pro-

Jects
pro-

jects
¬-

jects , suchsuchasas a Satellite comcom-com-

munication
¬.-

municationmunlcallon system . "II" thinkth1l1kth1l1k-

the
think-

thethe state should put up a satsat-satsat-

ellite
at-atat-

elllte
¬-

elliteelllte , " said Ferguson .

AirAIT service is a major concon-con-

cern
¬.-

cern in DistrictDlstnct 19 Traveling isIS-

an
is-

anan expensive proposition andand-

both
and-

bothbothbothcandIdatescandidates have seen thethe-

problem
the-

problemproblem of communicationcommUOlcatlon withwith-

the
with-

thethe villages as they attempted toto-

campaign

to-

campaigncampaign in the far-flungfarflungfar.flungfarflung-. reachesreaches-
of

reaches-
ofof the districtdlStflCt..

Kotzebue is anythinganythmg butbut-

happy
but-

happyhappy about the recent CABCAB-

ruling
CAB-

rulingruling on the Nome-KotzebueNomeKotzebueNome.KotzebueNomeKotzebueNorne-KotzebueNorneNome.Kotzebuea-

lT
NorneKotzebue-

air

-.

airalT routes , said Ferguson . "AlAl"AIAI"Al-"Al-

though

" ¬.-

though I didn'tdidnt' want to seesee-

this
see-

thisthis happen ," he said , "I'mIm'TmTm"'' gladglad-

Itit happened now . Because it'sitsIt'S-

an
it's-

an ''an election year , there can bebe-

enough
be-

enoughenough pressure to get it airedalTedalTed-

and
aired-

andand have the date postponed .
"

As for expanding tourismtounsm ,

Frank said , "TheThe" people whowho-

mdke
who-

makemakemdke money on tourismtounsm are thethe-

aHlmes
the-

airlinesairlinesaHlmes with the tour package .

They ( CAB ) want to see thethe-

aulmes
the-

airlinesairlinesaulmes make a profit . This isIS-

fine
is-

finefine , but are the people beingbeing-

served
being-

served7served7served? "
Asked what differences dividedivide-

the
divide-

thethe two candidates , Brenda IttaIltaIlta-

answered
Itta-

answeredanswered , "ThereThere" are not reallyreally-

very
really-

veryvery many that divide us . FrankFrankI-

Sis a good friend of minemme . SinceSmceSmce-

District
Since-

DistrictDistrict 1919ISis so large , somesome-

people
some-

peoplepeople think that we could havehave-

aa senator from Kotzebue (WillieWillIe-

Hensley
Willie-

HensleyHensley ) andandaa representativereprcMntallvereprcMntallve-
from

representative-
from

:
from Barrow .

"
The choicechtlcecht lce> may indeedlIl eed bebe-

between
be-

betweenbetween two citiescilies rather thanthan-

two
than-

twotwo candidates . BrendaBren a saidsaid-

philosophically
said-

philosophicallyphilosophically , "MyMy" thinkingthlno.lOgthlnolOg!. isIS-

we're

is-

we'rewe'r-
e

wer-
e

we'r-
e

wer-
e

we'r-
e

wer-
e' givingglvmg our people a.II. veryvery-

good
very-

goodgood choice of candidatescandldJtes , somesome-some-

thlOg
some-

thing
¬-

thingthlOg they haven'thavent' hadhdd for aa-

long
a-

longlong time . "I'mIm"'' glad for that "


