
Wright Asks AgnqwAgnewAgn w to InterveneIntervene/Intervene/WASHINGTON ,., D.CDC... - (Mar..

7)7) Alaska Federation of NativesNatIves-

President
Natives-

PresidentPresident Don Wright , in a letterletter-

released
letter-

releasedreleased to the Tundra TimesTimes-
today

Times-
todatodaytoda ' , called upon Vice PresiPresI-PresI-

dent
Presi-

dent
¬-

dent Spiro Agnew to interveneintervene-

Inin the administration positionposItion-
proposed

position-
proposedproposed by InteriorIntenor SecretarySecretary-

Rogers
Secretary-

RogersRogers Morton for settlement ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Native land claimsc1auns .

AFN President Wright statedstated-

Inin the letter , "TheThe" Native peoplepeople-

of
people-

ofof this country fear that youryour-

administration
your-

administrationadministration is about to comcom-com-

mit
¬.-

mit the greatest betrayal of NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive people in the history of

this nation/nationnationI/. ', I11referIreferrefer to thethe'likelythelikelythe'likely-
proposal

likely'' !

proposal by the administrationadmimstratlOnadmimstratlOn-

for
administration-

forfor settlement of the 184 yearyear-
old

vearvear-
oldold Alaska Natives land claimsclam1s . "

Wright explained that thethe-

AIN
the-

AlNAAI-NAINAl-NAl-- sought a settlement of 6060-

milhon
60-

millionmillionmilhon acres ., $500500$ millionmllhon andand-

aa two per cent mineralmmeral royalty .

In this proposal ,. introducedintrod.uced. asas-

Senate
as-

SenateSenate Bill 835 ,. "wewe" are willingwilling-

toto give part of our land to thethe-

Umted
the-

UnitedUnitedUmted States in return for justJust-

compensation
just-

compensationcompensation ,.," said WrightWnght...

The new administrationadmm straHon propro-prpro-
posal

-¬

posalposaJ , as outlined by SecretarySecretary-

Continued

Secretaryt-

Continued

Secretary-

ContinuedContinuedtContinued( on page 5)5)



, ,
\ .

WrightW ' ht Asks Agnewew . . .
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Morton , would cut back landlanlan-

tit
d ,.,

titletit a
_

to between 80,00080000, andan-
d5o

an d
SfflfiOQtOO5o50005000acrestOOacres,() acres and pay S500$500500$500-
htilIion

$55$5-

million
$ 00

billionhtilIionmillion for extinguishment ofof-
remaining

oo-

remaining
f

remaining title , he continued ..

"NotNot" only is the administraadministra-administra-
tion

administra-
tion

¬-
tion cuttingcu tting back on an alreadyalready-
unjust

already-
unjustunjust position , it is doing soso-

against
so-

againstagainst the clear wishes of thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative people ," Wright said ,.

The AFN president notednoted-
that

noted-
thatthat , as guardian and trusteetrustee-
for

trustee-
forfor the natives , the Interior SecSec-Sec-

retary
Sec-

retary
¬-

retary is legally bound to act onon-

behalf
on-

behalfbehalf of natives .

"YetYet'Yet": ' today he stands readyready-
toto propose a bill confirmingconfirming-
title

confirming-
titletitle in less than one-tWelfthonetWelfth- thethe-

land
the-

landland we have decided we mustmust-
retain

must-
retainretain . Our guardian is stealing
55,000,00055000000, , acres of our land ,"
added Wright .

Should the administrationadministration-
support

administration-
supportsupport the "confiscatoryconfiscatory" " propro-pro-
posal

pro-
posal

-¬-

posal advocated by SecretarySecretary-
Morton

Secretary-
MortonMorton , he remarked , it willwill-

have
will-

havehave failed in its new policypolicy-
of

policy-
ofof dealing fairly with nativenative-
people

native-
peoplepeople and the nation will havehave-
failed

have-
failedfailed a test of justice .

Wright explained that thethe-
AFN

the-

AFNAFN hadhadrequestedrequested a fair hearhear-hear-
ing

hear-
ing

¬-

ing for "fullfull" and open consulconsul-consul-
tation

consul-
tation

¬-

tation with ourourpeoplepeople . "
"WeWe" urge that you see thatthat-

he
that-

hehe grants us the fair hearinghearing-
requested.We

hearing-
requestedrequestedrequested.WerequestedWe.. .We.We. urge.,, you to seesee-

that
see-

thatbetrayedbythat purour President isn'tisnt' betrayed
by men who do not believe inin-

d ,., his policypoli y of justicejust ce for the NaNa-NaNa-

tive
¬-

tive people ...

"WeWe" are outraged over SecreSecre-Secre-
tary

¬-
tary Morton'sMortons' recent statements, .

Unless there is visible proof thatthathat-
this

tt-

thisthis Administration means whatwhat-
itit says about dealing fairly withwith-
natives

with-
nativesnatives , I fear that our peoplepeople-
might

people-
mightmight not continue to pursuepursue-
the

pursue-
thethe peaceful path of negotianegotia-negotia-
tion

negotia-
tion

¬-

tion ," Wright stated .

He added that Alaska NativesNatives-
were

Natives-
werewere "nearnear" the breaking pointpoint ."

Concluded Wright , "YourYour" inin-inin-

tervention
in-

tervention
¬-

tervention and assistance couldcOllldcOllld-

be
could-

be
,

be the single most importantimportant-
step

important-
stepstep in maintaining peace andand-
insuring

and-
insuringinsuring that this President andand-
his

and-
hishis Administration go down inin-

hi
in-

historyhistoryhi tory as having dealt honestlyhonestly-
with

honestly-
withwith Native people and givengiven-
them

given-
themthem true justice ,. "

The AFN position on thethe-
administration

the-

administrationadministration proposal receivedreceived-
support

received-
supportsupport from John Rainer , ChiefChiChief-
Indian

ff-
IndianIndian Member of the NationalNational-
Council

National-
CouncilCouncil on Indian Opportunity ,
a Presidential council which isis-

chaired
is-

chairedchaired by Mr . Agnew .

Presenting the AFN positionposition-
toto the Vice President , RainerRainer-
offered

Rainer-
offeredoffered remarks in support ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Natives .

"II" write you as Chief IndianIndian-
Member

Indian-
MemberMember of the National CouncilCouncil-
on

.
onaskingthatIndian Opportunity askingasking-
thatthat you take a personal interestinterest-
in

interest-
infacingthein the serious problems facingfacing-
thethe Alaska Natives with regardregard-
to

regard-
toto their land claims bill ," RainerRainer-
stated

Rainer-
statedstated .

'TheThe"The'"" Indian rxembersr.embersrembersr.. mbers of thethe-

Council
the-

CouncilCouncil feel just as strongly asas-

the
as-

thethe Alaska Natives that underunder-
the

under-
thethe policies cited by the PresiPresi-Presi-
dent

Presi-
dent

¬-
dent in his July 8 19"70197019'70

"', mesmes-mes-
sage

mes-
sage

-¬-
sage that equitable treatmenttreatment-
of

treatment-
ofof this critical issue bears directdirect-direct-
ly

direct-
ly

¬-

ly upon meaningful Indian self-selfself-
determination

self-
determina

self-

determination
-

determinationdetermina tion ," he added .

"WeWe" the Indian members ofof-
this

of-
thisthis Council want to reiteratereiterate-
and

reiterate-
andandandreinforcereinforce andandrecommendarecommendarecommenda-recommenda-
tion

recommenda-
tion

¬-

tion on this matter which waswas-

given
was-

givengivenI to you by the former InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬--

dianI members of this CouncilCouncil-
ininI the meeting youyoLi held at thethe-
White

the-
WhiteWhite, House in January 1970 .
We, strongly support the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

.
FederationI of Natives ' proposalproposal-
now

proposal-
nownowI before the Congress ," RainerRainer-
said

Rainer-
saidsaidc. ..

Announcement has been mademade-
that

made-
thatlandclaimsthat1 the Alaska-AlaskaAlaskaNative-', Native landland-
claimsclaims( settlement will be of sigsig-sigsig-
nificant

sig-
nificant

¬--
nificant concern to the delegatesdelegates-
attending

delegates-
attendingattending the ConferenceConfer nce on InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian Self-DeterminationSelfDetermination- of thethe-
National

the-
National
;
National Congress of AmericanAmerican-
Indians

American-
IndiansIndiansI which is convened thisthis-
week

this-
weekweekv\II\Agnewisin Kansas City . Mr . Agnew
isji : scheduled to speak at thatthat-
meeting

that-
meetingmeetingn11 .

AFN President Wright indiindi-indi-
cated

indi-
cated

¬-

catedc that he hopes to rallyrally-
slrong

rally-

strongstrongslrongs support for Alaska NativesNatives-
ininL order to further influenceinfluence-
the

influence-
thethettJ Vice President and set thethe-
stage

.
stagesiSl for an expanded lobbyinglobbying-
effort

lobbying-
effortefforte . for the AFN bill .
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