
McGovern Calls for Equitable Bill
WASHINGTONWASHI GrOK: . D.C-Sena-D.CSenaD.CDCSenaD.CSena-

tor
... - -

tor George McGovern (D-S.DDS.DDS.DSD-- . . )

last week told the Senate thatthat-
the

that-
thethe administration should subsub-sub-
mIt

sub-

mit
-¬-

mitmita-aa'a-' 3 bill settling the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative land claims which fullyfully-
recognizes

fully-
recognizes

.
recognizes their lawfullawfulrightsrights .

McGovern stressed that "thethe"th-
eI

""

I'/ settlementsettlemetnsettleme a they requestrequest.c-anrequest.canrequest.crequestcanrequestcanrequest.can-
avoid

request.can-
avoid

,.. .cancan. -
avoid for Alaska Natives thethe-

exploitatIon
the-

exploitationexploitation ,. the abuse ,. and thethe-

attempted
the-

attemptedattempted cultural genocide of
7 Indians which blots our nationalnational-

heritage
national-

heritage
.

heritage ..'"
"TheThe" legislationJeglslatlOn we enact toto-

settle
to-

settlesettle the land claims of 60,0006000060,000-
Indians

60,000-
Indians

,

Indians , EskimosEskunos , and Aleuts of

Alaska can stand as a uniqueunique-
and

unique-
andand classical example ofofenenen-enen-

hghtened
en-

lightened
¬-

lightenedhghtened government acting inin-

good
in-

goodgood faith .

"OrOr" it canc3n simply continuecontinue-
aa long and 'tragictragic' record of acac-acac-

tions
ac-

tions
¬-

tions to deprive the AmericanAmerican-

Indian
American-

IndianIndian of his land and resources ,.

and to further hishjs desperatedesperate-

economic
desperate-

economiceconomic and cultural impovimpov-impov-
enshment

impov-
erishment

¬-

erishmentenshment ,,"" remarked McGovern .

"ItIt" is not a question of whatwhat-
Congress

what-
CongressCongress willwiIl give the AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
Alaska-

NativesNatives ':, it iss one of determiningdeternuningdeternuning-
how

determining-
howhow much of what is theirs theythey-
will

they-
willwill be allowed to keepkeer , " hehe-

added
he-

addedadded .

McGovern noted that ,. whilewhile-

Natives
while-

NativesNatives make up 20 per centcent-

Continued

cent-

ConHnued

cent-

Continued( ContinuedConHnued on page 5)5)



Senator McGovern . . ;
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I

I

I

!

,

\

of AlaskaAlaska'sAlaskas's population , they nownow-
request

now-
requestrequest 16 per cent of AlaskaAlaska-
territory

Alaska-
territoryterritory even though they havehave-
"arguable

have-
"arguable"arguablearguable" claims " to 90 per centcent-
of

cent-
ofof the statestJte: .

He stated that S . 835 , whichwhich-
contains

which-
containscontainsbytheprovisions sought byby-

thethe AFN ,. is "eminentlyeminently" reasonreason-reason-
able

reason-
able

¬-
able ," while S . 353 ,. the bill whichwhich-
passed

which-
passedpassed the Senate last year , "isis"is-

unsound
"

unsound for the Alaska NativeNative-
peoplepeople and for the NationN tion . "

As a cash supplement to subsub-sub-
sistence

sub-

sistence
-¬-

sistence living , he added , S.35S35S.35-
would

S.35-
would

.

would provide an initial andand-
unlivable

and-
unlivableunlivable annual income of
$53.0053.005300$ . per capita .
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McGovernMcGQvern indicated that thethe-

Administration's
the-

Administration'sAdministration'sAdministrations' proposal subsub-sub-
mitted

sub-

mitted
-¬-

mitted to the last Congress waswas-

"even
was-

"even"eveneven" worse " than S . 35 . HeHe-

called
He-

calledcalledcalledonon Interior Secretary MorMor-Mor-
ton

Mor-
ton

¬-
ton to review the bill again .

Senator McGovern called onon-

the
on-

thetheI AdministrationAdministrat to eitheron supsup-sup-
port

sup-

port
-¬-

portI
,

S . 835835oror to submit "aa" newnew-
administration

new-
administrationadministration. proposal withwith-
imilar

with-
similarsimilarimilar,$incorporatingthecontext , incorporatingincorporating-
thethei major elements of the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederationI of Natives ' position ."

Support of the Native posiposi-posi-
tion

posi-
tion

-¬-
tionI , continued McGovernMcGovem , "willwill"will-
afford

"
affordaffordaa wise and courageous
1t
Native11-

McGQvern

courageousNativepeople a meaningful opop-opop-
portunity

op-

portunity
-¬-

portunityt forfpr self-determinationselfdeterminationselfselfdetermination-
and

-- eterminationetermination-
andand:! the base for a better lifelife-

forforf themselves and their heirs .

"ItIt" can avoid 'forfor'
for AlaskanAlaskan-

Natives
Alaskan-

NativesNativesr the exploitation , the-thethe-
abuse

-,

abusea , and the attempted culcul-culcul-

tural
cul-

tural
¬-

tural genocide of Indians whichwhich-
blotsblotsb our national heritage ... .

"TheThe" decision we make onon-

thisthis] legislation will profoundlyprofoundly-
affectaffect the lives of Alaska NativesNatives-
forforf4 generations . .,

"ButBut" it will reflectreOect on ourour-
national

our-
nationalnationaln honor for centuries ."

Senator McGovern is one ofofsof-

ten
of-

ten
s-

tententj Senators who co-cocosponsoredco-3ponsoredco3ponsoredcoonsoredco3ponsored-
S

---sponsoredonsored L-

SS . 835 , and is one of fourteenfourteen-
who

t-

whowho\ have pledged supportsupportforthesupportforthe-
AFN

for the
AFNA position .

\


