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AvenJeAvenJe-
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Avenrle-

Fairbanks--FairbanksFairbanks--'Fairbanks'Fairbanks--'-Fairbanks , Alaska 997019970199701-

March
99701-

MarchMarch 8S8'
, 19711971-

Dear
>, i

;

Dear Mr . Rock :
1,1-

Last
,

Last .weekweek. you printed
'

oneonone-
ofof Stu Rothman'sRothmans' uninformeduninformed-
sta

uninformed-
statementsstatementssta ements 'tfomtfom' from the PipelinePipeline-
Hearings

Pipeline-
HearingsHearings , This was the ,. oneone-

i

one-
s

one-
where

one-
whereis1 where he said that the NativesNativesNatives-
have

Natives-
havehave no land rights becausebecause fcus-fcuspus-pusfcus-

sia

pus-

sia
us-usus-

sia
-

,, sia sold Alaska to the UnjtedUnitedUnited-
States

United-
States, States . He suggested thatthat'thethatthethat'the-
Natives

"thethe"' thethe-
NatNativesNat ves look to Russia for paypay-pay-

ment
pay-paypay-

ment
¬-

ment of the land that was takentaken-
from

taken-
from

-
from them .

Mr . Rothman overlooks firstfirst-
that

first-
thatthat Russia never bought AlaskaAlaska-
from

Alaska-
fromfrom the Natives and , therefore ,

did notnot sell the United StatesStates-
anythin

States-
anythinganythinganythin . If it is argued thatthat-
Russia

that-
RussiaRussia conquered Alaska andand-

therefore
and-

thereforetherefore owned it , then RussiaRussia-
only

Russia-
onlyonly sold the few isolated outout-out-
posts

out-
posts

¬-

posts it held-suchheldsuch-- as Sitka andand-

other
and-

otherother small tracts of land .

The situation is similar toto-

the
to-

thethe following exampleexampl : WhiteWhite-
man

White-
manman number 1 owns a piece ofof-

land
of-

landland ., White man number 2 givesgives-

aa Native a deed to white manman-

number
man-

numbernumber 1's1sl'sls' land , and the NativeNative-
pays

Native-
payspays number 2 for itit.. Then thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative tries to move onto whitewhite-
man

white-
manman number 1's1sl'sls' land . NeedlessNeedless-
to

Needless-
toto say , white man number 1 doesddoesdoes-

not
eses-

notnot lose his land . If the NativeNative-
wants

Native-
wantswants the land , he will still havehave-

to
have-

toto pay the real owner for itit..

InI n other words , since thethe-

Russians
the-

RussiansRussians did not own most ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska when the United StatesStates-
bought

States-
boughtbought it , the United StatesStates-
does

States-
doesdoes not yet own most of whatwhat-
it

what-
itit Claims in Alaska . The UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates must nownovnow.: buy AlaskaAlaska-
from'the

Alask-
afromthefrom-fromfromthefrom'thefrom-thefromthe-' the NativesNat ves .

The land claims bills in ConCanCon-Con-
gress

¬.-

gress are an attemptattept! to do that..

Sincerely ,

David Wolf


