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FormerFormer Bush LegislatorLe1atoiLe1atoi-
Raps

lato.
Raps Benefit InInequitieshieqtiitieshieqtiities-

In
ties

In UrbanUrbanUrbaneUrbaneBush, BushBus4 AreasAreasB-
y

AreasAreasB-

y

I

"'
By'By' MADELYNMADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-

StaffWriter
SHULMAN-

Staff
SHULMAN-

StaffStaffWriterStaffWriter-
Last

Staff WriterWriter-

Last
Writer-

LastLast spring ,., increases ininvelfare\velfarevelfarewelfare\ elfare payments voted byby-

the
by-

thethe state legislature raised Adult PublicPubJic Assistance benebene-bene-
fits

bene-
fits

¬-

fits an averageaver ge of S40$4040$ per case .

OldOldandorand/orandor/ disabled people in Juneau ,. Anchorage andan-
dFl

and-
FairbanksFairbanksFlrbanksFl: rbanks receivedreceiveds4bstantialreceivedsubstantialsubstantials4bstantial increases in their APAAPA
benefits under the new bill .,

Old people in Galena andand-
many

and-
manymany other ruraJrural areas foundfound-
their

found-
theirtheir benefits cut-bycutby- as muchmuch-
a

much-
asasa $100100$ I 00 per monthmonth for a husbandhusband-
and

husband-
andand wife both receiving old age
benefitsagebenefits.

Why ? This question disturbdisturb-disturb-
ed

disturb-
ed

-¬-
ed former House representativerepresentative-
from

representative-
fromfrom Galena John SacketiSackett whowho-
found

who-
foundfound these conditions inm hishIS-

home
his-

homehome village .

"WhenWhen" we were inm the legislalegisla-legisla-
ture

¬-.
ture last year ,. we increasedmcreasedmcreasedaidincreasedaidaidaid-

to
aid-

toto dependent childrenchJ.1drenchJ1dren. and oldold-

age
old-

ageage assistance by a good amountamount-
for

amount-
forfor an overall 25 per cent to 3535-

per
35-

percentperpercent
,
cent across the board ,. thinkthink-think-

mg
think-

ing

¬-

ingmg full well that everyone wouldwould-
benefit

would-
benefitbenefit .

"AsAs" itII turned outQUt.. whenv.hefJvhefJ. the ._

Department of Health and WelWel-Wel-

fare
Wel-

fare
¬-

fare started making the paymentspayments-
inin10 July , all rural recipients werewere-
cut

were-
cutcut , while all city cases werewere-
increased

were-
increasedincreased . "

Mrs . CarlaNyquistCarla NyqUist ., the regionregion-region-
al

¬-
al welfare worker for GalenaGalena-
a( a districtdistnct whichwlwhichincludesch includesmcludes Koyu-KoyuKo\'u-Ko'uuKoyu-

kuk
Ko'u-

kuk
Koyu-

kuk
\' -

kuk ., Hughes . AllakaketAIJakaket and An-AnAn-

aktuvuk
An-

aktuvuk
n-nn-

aktuvuk
-

aktuvuk Pass as wellwell)) foundfound-
about

found-
aboutabout 50 per cent of her APAAPA-

cases
-

cases cutcu t..

On a statewide basis ,. her casescases-
are

cases-
areare hardly "statisticallystatistically"statlstlca\Jy"statlstlcastatlstlcaJy" \ signifisignIfi-signIf-
icant

signifi-
cant

¬-

cant.. " As individuals ,. however ,

she feels her people are treatedHeatedHeated-
unfairly

treated-
unfairlyunfairly ., Two major regulationsregulations-
contribute

regulations-
contributecontribute to thistIllS problem inmm-

rural
in-

ruralrural areas .

FirstFirst,, there is Rent.. RuralRural-

recIpients
Rural-

recipientsrecipients usually do not paypay-

rent
pay-

rentrent.. TheyThev own the uninsulatedunmsulatedunmsulated-
frame

uninsulated-
frameframe buildingsbUlidmgs ,. the small cabinscabmscabms-
they

cabins-
theythey live min . TheyThe )' may pay SIS51005100-

per
I 0000-

perper month for fuel., but welfarewelfare-
regulatIOns

welfare-
regulationsregulations setsett separate benefitbenefit-

scales
benefit-

scalesscales for people who paypapayrent)' rentrent-
above

rent-
aboveabove S35 per month ., TheseThese-
scales

These-
scalesscales are as much as S65 perper-

month
per-

monthmonth higher per family .

( Top benefit for an "originaloriginal"origmalorigmal"origmal-

recipient
"original-

recipient

"

recipient " payingpaymg rent above S35$3535$35-

is

$35-

is

$

is S250$250250S$ 50 per month :. for a personperson-

who
person-

whowho doesjiotdoesyotdoe t pay rent the toptopI-

S
top-

isis SIS$$18518518585 per month . )

One solution to this inequitymequllymeqully-
could

inequity-
couldcould be to pass legislation toto-

allow
to-

allowallow the increased rate for rentrent-

Q
rent-

orQ!or fuel expenses ,. suggestedsugge'ledsuggeledsuggei:' ted Mrs .

Nyquist..

In Alaska , welfare rules areare-

set

are-

setset inm the state legislature-andlegislatureandlegIslatureand-
changes

legislatureand-
changes

-
changes can only come aboutabout-
through

about-
throughthrough legislative action . InIn-

order
In-

orderorder to accomplish this ,. concon-con-

cerned
con-

cerned
¬-

cerned people must put pressurepressure-
onon their representatives .

Another reason for the cutcut-

Continued

cut-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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in . 'ruralrural'!;
t

, areasaieasieasi: >, is that a cpuplcuplecouplcuple-
where"both

coupl-

where
?"

wherewhere"bothwhereboth"bothboth-husbandbothhusband;'- husband and wifwifewifiwife-
f

wifi-

are
f

'arefeligiblearefeligible'. areare ligibleeligible forf r APAAPA only qualifiequalifiesqualifies-
for

qualifie-

for'oneforjonefor'oneforonefor jone' full benefit . The , husbushus-hushus-
b

bus-

band

- .

bandbbandbandisn is considered a recipient"recipient" '"'

andihisand 'hishis'
i his wife is classified as anaian-

"eligible
ai-

"eligible"" ''* allowed colcol-colcol-

lect
col-

lect

'

"eligibleeligible spousespouse'sspousesspouse'sallowed to ¬-
lect only $100100$ perp r month .

Before , when benefits werwerewere-
considered

wer-
econsideredconsideredconsideredseparatelyseparately , a couplcouplecouphcouph-
could

couple-
couldcouldcouldreceivereceive uruupxjotoo $400400$40Q40Q$

, pepeiperper-
mon

pei-

monmon h combinedoombined income .

Th.isThisTItisTlfis.
, explainsexplains.JohnexplainsJohn. . John SackettSackett-

allowed
,

allowedallowfdallowed some ., of 'thethe' oldbId peoplipeophpeoph-

to
.opop. )

to buyboy oil
,
stovesstoveS to heat theitheirthei-

rhous
theirtheir-

houseshouse'shouseshous' so they wouldw mld not neecneedneed-
wood

need-

woodwoodiwood' TheyTheywerewere:, not a draiidraindrairdrain-
on

drair-
onon theirththeirir children . ,

Now , he says-
they

says ,,

they cjandmcpn barely buy fuelfu l..
HousekeepingHO\1sekeepmgHO1sekeepmg\ expenditures ,,.

explained Mrs ,. Nyquist , havehave-
been

have-

beenbeen rhcreased-butrhcreasedbutincreased-butincreased- ruralruralrecipreciprecip-recip-
ients

recip-

ients
-

ients dpdodonot'
not know howtoutilizthow touti1toutilizezeze-

thisthis7this. \
7:
,

', .

InInthethetttethe past , housekeeping exex-exex-

penses
-. .

penses Were figured in the'famthefamthe'fam-the'fam-
ily's

' -.

ily'silys' monthlymqnthly "budget"1budget1"budgetbudget" ""' and thetthe-

old
e

,

oldoldoror disabledpisableddisabled person receivedreceived-

the
received-

thethe money in casheash ., Now , hehe-

must'mustmust'. fileme a form (in triplicate ))
for reimbursement-whichreimbursementwhich- willwwil-

lnot

l1l1-

notnot arrive for more than a month ..

ThisTbis form ,, which provides unIn-Inun-unIn-
limited

un-

limited
! ¬--

limited housekeeping funds , maymay-
work

may-

workwork in . the cities , but it doedoesdoesdoes-
not

does-

not
!

not work in the villages .

"InIn" the village , " explainedexplained-
Mrs

explained-
MrsMrs . Nyquist ., "anan" old person oror-

dis

or-

disableddisableddis bled person willwi1llooklook out thethe-

doorway
the-

doorwaydoorway till he sees a youngyoung-
boy

young-
boyboy Or other younger personperson-
walking

person-
walkingwalking past ..

"He'llHell" ' call , 'HeyHey' you ! ' andand-

ask
and-

askask the boy to get him somesome-
wood

some-
woodwood , or light a fire or whateverwhatever-

the
whatever-

thethe chore . Afterwards , he'dhed' givegive-

the
give-

thethe boy his 50 cents or whateverwhatever-

and
whatever-

andand make out O.KOK. .

'TryTry"Try'" explaining to a young-
boy

youngyoung-
boyboy inl the village he has toto-

submit
to-

submitsubmit a form in triplicatetripHcate andand-

then
and-

thenthen wait over a month for his-

money
hishis-

moneymoney . He won'twont' understand . "
Thus , while procedures bebe-bebe-

come
be-

come
¬-

come more elaborate , rural rere-rere-

cipients
re-

cipients
¬-

cipients become more confusedconfused-
and

confused-
andandand'' unaware of what they areare-

entitled
are-

entitledentitled to and how to getget it ,"

complained'complained' Mrs . Nyquist .

"TheThe"'" village Natives are exex-exex-

ceptionally
ex-

ceptionally
¬-

ceptionally honesthonestpeople-peoplepeople.people-. ," exex-exex-

plained
¬.-

plained MrsMts ., Nyquist..

Many times , she said , peoplepeople-
will

people-
willwill ask whether it is fair forfor-

them
for-

themthem to receive food stamps .

After all , theytheyalreadyalready,, receivereceive-

welfare
receive-

welfarewelfare assistance .. Her clients ,

she saidsaid-wouldsaidwould,;,"wouldwould"' - neverMver think ofof-

"selling
of-

"selling"sellingselling" " their cabin to a relativerelative-

soso they could get added incomeincome-

by
income-

byby paying "rentrent" ..."
"InIn" New York or Los Angeles ,

we'dwed' have hundreds of cases of-

this
ofof-

thisthis ," she said . "NeverNever" in thethe-

Alaskan
the-

AlaskanAlaskan bush ."
Honesty , pride , also leadsleads-

many
leads-

manymany older people raising a childchild'-

Who

child-

whowho'Who' qualifies for AFDC (aid for-

dependent
forfor-

dependentdependent children ) benefits notnot-

to
not-

toto request the fullfuJl amount ofof-

money
of-

moneymoney .

In the villages , Native cuscus-cust-
omary

cus-

tomary
-¬-

tomary adoptions are comnjoncomfQoncomrkton .

Many grandparents will be raisrais-rais'-

ing
rais-

ing

-¬-

ing'ing' a grandchild , often illegitiillegiti-illegiti-

mate
illegiti-

mate
¬-

mate . The statestateallowsallows-allows- $5050S50$ perper-

month
per-

monthmonth AFDC for an eligibleeligible-

youngster
eligible-

youngsteryoungster under 5 , increasingincreasing-

toto $100100$ as the childchildreachesreaches
18 .

An eligible relative whowho'careswhocareswho'cares-
for

"' carescares-

forfor the child ,, such as his mothermother-

whose
mother-

whosewhose husband is not presentpresent-

or
,

or not working , can receive a-

total
a

total of $125125S$ 125 per month .. AnyAny-

relative
Any-

relativerelative without support is eligieligj.¬.
ble-grandmotherblegrandmother--- , aunt , sister ,

etc...
Many grandparents , however ,,

request support only for thethe-

child
the-

childchild , not for themselves . TheyThey-

cannot. cannot see themselves accepting-

welfareor
acceptingaccepting-

welfareQtwelfare-orwelfareorwelfare-QtQt-- taking financial adad-adad-

vantage
ad-

vantage
¬-

vantage of the child'schilds' presencepresence-
inin their home .

Federal law requires that ifif-
a

if-

aa mother leaves her child withwith-

other
with-

otherother relatives , they , must filememe-

"abandonment
file-

"abandonment'abandonmentabandonment"abandonment'"' and desertiondesertion-

forms
desertion-

formsforms " with the districtdistrjctdistrict attorney

before ':
, they cancan collectcollectcAfDCcollectAFDCAFDCcAfDC-AFDCcAfDC-

funds
- AFDC-

fundsfunds .
'"'' Thus , another 'technical-'technicaltechnicaltechnical-'technical-

ity
',, technical-

ity
technical-

ity

- '

, ity . . ' .

What can be done ? What isis-

being

is-

beingbeing done ?
",

"EssentiallyEssentially4'ESsentially4ESsentially""' ; the program isiis-

goodgood ," explained MrsMs, . NyquistNyqui t .

"ItIt.It". falls down for a few casesr-casesrcasesr-

as
cases-casescases-

as
cases-casescases-

as
;--

as in Galena ':.." She referredreferre-
dt

referred-

totot a recent "NewsweekNewsweek" "'")! article-

which
articlearticle-

whichwhich ranked the AFDC benebene-bene-

fits
bene-

fits
¬-

fits of the 50SO states . AlaskaAlaska-

headed
Alaska-

headedheaded the list with one of thethe-

fullest
the-

fullestfullest welfare .programs 1I1-

'The
I-

'The'TheThe"The'" government sets upup-

standards
up-

standardsstandards without educating thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople to deal with them ,;'"!: exex-exex-

plaine4
ex-

plained
¬-

plainedplaine4 Mrs . Nyquist . After all ,

iiow'manyiiowmany"how'manyhowmany'how"anyhowany"',".
,'' legislatprslegislatqrslegislators have beenbeen-

out
been-

outout tptQto, the bush-placesbushplaces- where itit-

may
it-

maymay cost as much as $100100S$ I 00 perper-

month
per-

monthmonth to heat houses withoutwithout-

insula
without-

insulationinsulationinsula tion ?
That payments have increasedincreaCd$ ,

is withoutwit 'outout'

a doubt ., WelfareWelfare-

consultant
Welfare-

consultantconsultant Tim Cook estimates-

some
estimatesestimates-

somesome AFDC households maymay-

have
may-

havehave doubled their benefits , oror-

increased
or-

increasedincreased them substantially .

APA householdshOllseholds, also increasedincrease-
dsubstantiallywith

increase-
dsubstantiallywithsubstantially-wjthsubstantiallywjthsubstantially-withwith- exceptions in-

eachdistrict
inin-

eacheach-eacheachdistricteach-districteachdistrict-. district . ii-

TheThe districts of Galena ,, TokTok-

and
Tok-

andand Fort Yukon werewetewere the worstwors-
thit

worst-

hithit..

LegislationI-egislationIegislation- is the only answeranswer-

to
answer-

toto this problem .

In other ways , the welfarewelfare-

department
welfare-

departmentdepartment is increasing its ser-

vices
serser-ser-

vices
¬-

vices .

What is needed most in thethe-

rural
the-

ruralrural areas ,, in the field ofof welwel-wel-

fare
wel-

fare
¬-

fare , are Native social workersworkers-

available
workers-

availableavailable to the people in-theintheinther-
ural

in ' the1he1he-

rural

-

rural areas .

Also , they need welfare ofof-of-

fices
of-

fices
¬-

fices jnin the villages ,., not located

'- 'inin'inFairbanks'' -FairbanksFairbanks-. but Where-

clientsclients can walk "inin"inwith
"'
in -withwith.with-,.

.

quesques-queques-

tions
¬-

tions and requests . '

, ; Already ,; though Mrs . NyquistNyquisNyquist-

stillstill administers the GalenaGaltna: offoff-

fice
ofof-of-

fic

¬-

ficfice, from Fairbanks , the welfarewelfare-

departmel1t
welfare-

departmentdepartmentdepartmel1t has hired a newnew-

eligibility
new-

eligibilityeligibilityeligibilityworkerworker in Galenathet-
ransportation

Galena-theGalenatheGalenathet-
ransportati

-
transportationtransportatin center in the dis-disdis-

trict
dis-

trict

dis-

trict
---

,trict .

.OfficesOffices. for Barrow , Tok andand-

For

and-

FortFor,ForiFort, Yukon have recentlyrecentlymovedmovedmoved-

from

moved'-
romifrom'romiromi' ' Fairbanks to these villages .

KotzebueKotiebueJCotiebue and Nome alreadyalready-
have1

already-

havehavehave1havehave1their' their own welfare offices ..

Right now , there is no directdirect-

path
direct-

pathpath ':;; for an eligibility worker toto-

move
to-

rltoverhovemoverltove upwards-toupwardsto-- a social workerworkcrworkcr-
I

worker-
II andplandmand'IlandIl','

.: '\
and'IlUniversity

UniversityUQiversity of Alaska.laskalaska,. socialsocia-

lwork
social-

workwork ;:, majors with their BA de-

grees

dedc-dcde-dedc-

grees

¬-

greesgreesqualifygreesiqualify\qualifyqualifyiqualify
\
qualify to fill Social WorkWork-

II1 positions .. The state requiresrequires-

Social
requires-

SocialSocial'sSocialsSocial '!) Worker H-withHwithII-withII11-with11- qualificaqualifica-ququalifica-

tions
lfca-caca-

tions
¬-

tions includingiincluding{( graduate workwork-

not
work-

notnot availableavailable in Alaska . .

The];] first tentative programprogram-

toto fillUhefillfillthe\thethe\ the gap in Native socialsocial-
workers

social-

workersworkers is a program for "HumanHuman"Human-

Service
"Human-

Service
""

Service Aides " in Bethel ,, exex-exex-

plaincd
ex-

plained
¬-

plainedplaincd Cook .
,

,

TheseThe'seThese'
Human ServiceServiceAidesAidesAidesAides-

were
Aides-

werewere chosen from a list ofofcancancan-can-

didates
can-

didates

¬-

didates submitted from each vilvil-vilvil-

lage

vil-

lage

¬-

lage in the Bethel area . TheyThey-

received
They-

receivedreceived extensive trainingtraining-uptraininguptrainingup-
to

--up
to one year in severalsever l segmentssegments-segments-
and

segments-

and
--

and provide services to theirtheIr-

own
their-

ownown villages and perhaps oneone-

or
one-

oror more neighboring villages .

This year ,, Bethel has sixsbc aides ..

.
If their budget remains , theythey-
willwill have six more this comingcoming-

year
coming-

yearyear , qualified to aid clients withwith-

food
with-

foodfood stamp , AFDC and APAAPA-

eligibility
APA-

eligibilityeligibility .,


