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Alaska’s compaign to dispose of property muﬂ George
Lake, 125 miles from Fairbonks and n:numl\lo only by air,
onded in hasty withdrawal.

Less than o month after the filing of a written protest by
native leaders, and in the woke of widespread publicity, the
S tate abandoned its mh-dy announced plans o promo te the
sale of “‘wilderness estates™ 1o wealthy investors attending
the World's Fair.

Like the Sioux at Little Big Horn, though, the Indions of the
remote Tanacross area may have gained only a brief respite
from the ultimate loss of their homeland.

Tanacross is not alone in facing that peril.

For the 43,000 natives of Alaska—Indians, Eskimos ond
Alevts—who comprise almost 20% of the Stote’s population,
land still is the basis of existence. From the subsistence #
hunter at Barrow, for north of the Arctic circle, © the comm-
ercial salmon fishermen at Metlokatla, well over o thousand
miles 1o the southeast, most natives %o this day gain their
livelihood directly from natural products.

At least equally significant in terms of future humon dev-
elopment, the use and possession of land, sdlidly rooted in
tradition and culture, give to the individual native a sense of
security which he has not yet been able to find elsewhere in
our society, with all its material benefits and oll its welfare
programs.

Although the time schedule will vary ‘from village to village,
ond the process of change last for generations, no one
expects, realistically, that a native hunting ond fishing
econamy in the long run can endure in Alaska. The gome is
becoming more scarce, children learn new skillk at school, hﬁl . .
and burgeoning industrial or commercial enterprises offer 'm I.hlﬂ '
increased opportunity for wage work. Over a p-'h‘ of ,’.-'I the m m 'ﬂ

The key question then is whether, in Mlng the transition formally extinguish the bulk of the |ndian cloims through
to a money economy, the natives of Alaska will have as their frecties ﬂ . and the londs so released became
own capital asset o fair share of the natural resources which part of the p hm-m" under
their ancestors enjoyed unchallenged for centuries. ;l:"puuh land laws and subject to the lu-lldk:ﬂn of h

The Federal Government, which alone con answer thot
question, for almost 10 Oyears has refused to decide. Indeed, ~ Section 4 of the N::'ﬂ 5“"*:: Act of July 7, 1958
beginning with the 1867 Treaty between Russic ond the ¢conigins o sclaimer lands or g
United States, under which jurisdiction over Alaska was ' including fishing rights,”  which """l' be by any
acquired, this country’s policy towards the original in- Indians, Eskimos, or Aleuts...or is held by *'WM

habitants of the area consistently has'been marked by un- in _trust for seid natives.” L P
certainty, inaction and no little confusion. The section further p.‘ﬁl‘“* in the: w
As a consequence, and, imrﬁ!&, while national concern ""_""ﬂ" shall be construed to *‘recognize, h M"
is focussed upon the needs of minority groups, we find that impair, or otherwise affect any cloim *' *M‘
native land rights in Aloska are today more seriously States, “because, ﬂm*'“ m
threatened than at any other time in history. mhhMifW »s
The Act of May 17, 1884, providing a civil government for |
the Territory of Alaska, declored that the notives “shall not
be disturbed in the possession of any lands actually in their
use and occupation or now claimed by them, but the ferms
under which such persons may acquire title to such londs is
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