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The  Canadian  Eskimo Art
Festival at the ‘Alaska Metho-
dist University Galleries got upi-
derway 'September 16th with
the opening of a Canadian Eski-
mo  print exhibition ‘and. the

first in a series of three lectures

by well-known Eskimo art au-
thority George Swinton:

" The exhibition, underwritten
by the Alaska State Council on

the = Arts, has been arranged
. through the courtesy of the De-

partment. of Northern Affairs of
Canada and Canadian Arctic Pro-
ducers, Ltd:, a non-profit organ-
ization which serves as a clear-’
inghouse for art made at the Es-

< 'kimo. cooperatives at Cape. Dor-
* set; Holman Island; and Povung-

nituk. Lo
“Contemporary. Canadian Es-

" kimo art covers-a span.of only -

thirteen ‘years, a brief moment
in the life of an ancient people
who were artists long before:the
coming of the white man,” Mrs.
Saradell Ard ‘Frederick, AMU
art professor and director of the
exhibition commented.

“Unlike Western art, the art
of the Eskimo is impulsive, in-

*‘tuitive, and uninhibited. It is

honest and direct. ‘The Eskimo
literally. draws what he knows
without worrying about the laws
of  perspective, -background de-

tails, and the related size of sub-

jects.”
The . exhibition, which - pre-
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AU in Anchorage
Impulsive, Intuitive, Uninhibitive
Eskimo Art on Exhibition

sents a retrospective view of the

sculpture and printmaking done

in thelpast ten years at the three.

Eskimo cooperatives, has' been
exhibited through' Canada and
the ‘United  States, in England,
Scotland, Ireland, France, Ger-,

‘many,” Denmark, Sweden, Fin-

land,, “Switzerland, - Australia,
New Zealand, and South Africa.

“In addition to the traveling
exhibition, ‘a group of prints:
from the, 1969 print collection
of ‘Cape Dorset are also at the
AMU Galleries for exhibit and
sale. !

In an effort to maintain qual-

ity. and avoid cheap'.counter-
feit, .the Canadian government
in 1961 established . 'a" special

- advisory group, the Canadian Es-

kimo Art Council.

‘Thisgroup works closely with
the Eskimo artists and is author-
ized to reject those prints.they
deem unsuitable for sale.. .

Each.print released bears this
seal of approval along with the
symbol of the Eskimo artist, the
printmaker and the cooperative.

Professor Swinton is on'the
art faculty-at-the” University of
Manitoba: and 'is ‘a_member of
‘the Canadian Eskimo Art Com-
mittee. - A gifted artist in his
own-right, Swinton’s paintings
are included in numerous collec-
tions ‘in~ Canada, the United

States, and Great Britain.

Democratic Convention

Backs AFN Land Bill

The 1970 Alaska State Demo-
cratic Convention recessed Sun-
day night in Anchorage after
approving a‘resolution that urg-
ed a generous native land settle-
ment ‘“‘along the lines proposed
by the Alaska Federation of Na-
tives,” according to a Fairbanks
delegate.

Also, the delegatesunanimous-

‘ly approved a resolution asking

that the. Tanacross Indians be
given title” to their ancestral
home at Mansfield Lake.
Furthermore, the Democrats
called for ‘extensive ,new state
programs including low-income
housing, educational improve-
ments and protective measures
for commercial fisheries and fish-
ermen. 4 < ;
They urged that a “‘definite

_timetable” be set for the with-

drawal of American troops from
Vietnam, the delegate said.

The convention plans to meet
again- in_April to fully discuss
party reorganization.

The contests for party offi-
cers were close and noisy, which
convention chairman Dr. Fred
McGinnis observed seems to be
traditienal for Democrats, the
delegate said. .

The election for State chair-
man was narrowly won on a sec-
ond ballot by Ciiff Warren from
Anchorage. 'He defeated Felix
Toner of Juneau. "

According to . the delegate,
outgoing 'state” chairman  Rep.
Willie ‘Hensley _ first -announced
his .dandidacy for re-clection,
then reserved himself and with-
drew. ; :

His delegation, the spokesman
continued, united under him and
Sen. Robert Blodgett of Teller,
to support Warren in an unusual
Northwest—Southcentral codli-
tion.

Warren is a painting contrac-
tor and co-founder of the liberal
Democrats for ‘Issues and. Ac-
tion.

His opponent, Toner, “had

gained support from the Central
District through the intérvention
of -Mrs." Vide Bartlett,.the dele-
gate explained.

Still resolved to elect a south-
- easterner to a major party of- "

fice following Toner’s - defeat,

the Central District joined with

Toner’s - Southeastern - ‘support
and splinter south central votes
to elect Russel Brown of Ketchi-
kan First Vice President.

Brown defeated Sen. Blodgett
on the second ballot after an
80-80 vote.

The other officers were chos-
en by unanimous ballots: Valda
McMahon of Fairbanks—Second

Vice-Chairman ‘and Rose Duley :

of Wasilla, Secretary.

ClNAlPrepares
For Scholarship
Queen Pageant

The Cook Inlet Native As-
scciation - is. preparing for its
annual scholarship ' queen pa-:

“geant to-be held Oct. 15 in

Anchorage.

The size of the scholarship
depends largely upon attendance
at the pageant, so the public is
urged to come to Sydney Lau-
rence Auditorium at 8 p.m. for

the event.

Candidates entered are as fol- ~

lows:- Linda Sue Lie, .17, Kotze-
bue, daughter 'of Mr. and ‘Mrs.
Harold Lie; Joan: Amalia ‘Ana-
gick, 17, Unalakleet, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Anagick;
Sharon Lynn Watson, 17, An-
chorage, - daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. . Fredrick Watson; Karen
Watson, 17, Anchorage,daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick Watson;
Matelda Ann Alstrom, 18, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Al-
strom; and Dorothy Ann Beltz,
18, Anchorage, daughter of Mr.

and Mrs. Beltz.
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