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Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Ada Deer addresses AFN Loadership Retreat in Dillingham, August 19,

Phota by Jaff Richardson

Alcohol task force seeks testimony

Members of the House Alco-
hol Task Force have scheduled o
series of public hearings to take
testimony on alcohol related prob-
lemsdn Alaska.

“We want to find innovative
ways to address these issues,” said
the task force chairman, Repre-
sentative Brian Porter (R) Anchor-

more efficient.” The task force

has been asked to provide the leg-
))slnlum with an overview of exist-

ng state policy, and to establish a

[ strategy forthe rational regulation
of alcohol, along with deterrents

for abuse of the product.
The hearing schedule is as fol-
lows: Tuesday, September 21,

uge. “Considering our projected  9:30-4:30, Nome; Thursday, Sep-

decline in state revenues, it's nec-
essary to find ways to become

tember 23, 1:30-5:00, Ketchikan;
Priday, September 24, 8:00-11:00,

Ketchikan; Monday, October 4,
9:00-5:00, Fairbanks; and Wed-
nesday, Decomber 1, 9:00-5:00,
Anchorage.

Testimony will be taken via
teleconference in each region, and
ulso may be submitted to the task
force in writing, *“Itis my intent to
present the legislature and the ad-
ministration with some t1ely tar-
gets for future progran. cahance-
ment,” said Porter.
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Native values for
BIA management

by Jeff Richardson

For Bruce Babbitt, athree-week
trip to Alaska was a baptism, an
immersion into a lot of compli-
cated issues new to the secretary
of the interior. For Ada Deer, his
new assistant secretary for Indian
Affairs, the trip was more like o
reunion with old friends; a check-
ing up on work in progress.

Deer, 8 Menominee credited
with achieving restorationof tribal
status for her people, travelled 1o
Alaska in the mid 19805 to ad-
dress tribal leaders. She encoun-
tered a number of previous ac-
quaintances during her visit last
month.

Only in office since late July,
Deer has moved aggressively (o
put Native concems in front of her
boss. She provided Babbitt with
lengthy briefing memos on key
tribal issues before his arrival in
the state, and accompanied him
for portions of his visit, At other
times, she struck out on her own.

During a crucial get-acquainted
session in Fairbanks with the
Alaska Inter-Tribal Council
(AITC), Deer tried to get Babbitt
to sit in. Though his schedule

didn’t allow him 1o participate,
Deer's efforts underscore the com-
mitment she made throughout the
trip to be an advocate for Natives.
“She made it clear she'd be an
advocate for tribal rights to the
greatest extent possible,” said Julie
Kitka, president of the Alaska
Federation of Natives (AFN),
Babbitt and Deer made a two-
hour stopover in Togiak to hear
local grieviances about the way the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
und Burcau of Indian Affairs have
handled removal of reindeer from
Hagemeister Island that villagers
have been seeking to acquire.
They've also requested that 50 of
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Five students get HowardRock scholarship awards

The Howard Rock Foundation
has announced that five rural stu-
dents will be receiving scholar-
ships. for the 1993-94 academic
year,

According to Irmtrand Wiegel,
president of the foundation, the
recipients are:

Waska Charles, Emmonak,
$5,000 towards a graduate degree
in education at the University of
Massachusetts;

The Tundra ' Board of
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Myrna Vnn Hatten, Fort
Yukon, $2,500 towards pre-med
nll:-mnﬂml.!nlvmity of Wash-

Curtis Ivanoff, Unalakleet,
$2,500 towards a secondary edu-
cation certificate at the University
of Alaska, Fairbanks;

Lorena Skonberg, Ouzinkie,
$2,500 townrds a bachelor's de-
gree in business/accounting at
Western Oregon State College; and

) putting finis humhmphﬂhlhumw:

scheduled for Saturday, Octobér 16 at 7:30 p.m.
“We' mmﬂuﬂmwnlm

Mmdlnjnyihhcmhl. ‘says Franklin Berry, chalrman of Tundra
| Tismes**We'll be having an anction, as we ushally do, but we' ummuummm“mmm
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Leénora Carpluk, Mountain Vil-
lage, $2,500 towards an elemen-
tary education certificate at the
University of Alaska, Fairbanks,

The Howard Rock Foundation
grant and scholarship program i
administered under the auspices
of the Commiunity Enterprise De-
velopment Corp. The goal of the
program as established by its board
of directors s to "provide an op-
portunity for individuals who are

members of CEDC member orga-
nizations 1o apply for financial aid
which will assist in the achieve-
ment of their college education
goals and will eventually enable
them to work in & carcer of im-
proving the economic well-being
of rural Alaska communities,"

Scholarship applications are
scored on a competitive basis and
this year's selections were miidle
from a list of — applicants.’

Grade school teacher Waska
Charles, the third resident from
Emmonak to pursue an education
beyond high school, decided to
pursue gradunte studies in educa-
tion to help foster

Imqtmm
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bility to go beyond our basic cul-
tural survival skills and learn the
new concepls of dealing with the
rest of the world.,..”

Myma Van Hatien, a wife,
mother and medical social worker,

Page 12, please

B i I . ., ~‘=h. Jm .u*l H*lin‘*"1 AR DN Iﬂl"l:ldlllll‘mnl '
iy rofess ers. "Simply put, I feel Illubmt
wmnmmm tion 0 WM"I&H ﬂm“u’ﬂﬂu‘m:mufw
required.
ALASKA e
KENSPAPER . |

b i

lu 3T, 26 JE‘J} B, 1999 |
o T ey e i FSe USRS Ve w ey

T, & haa drk




