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EditorialEdiIorEditorital--Editoritalrl-rlrl-
Organi7

---
EditoritalOEditoritalanization

. OrganizationOrgani7O anizationtion HirelingsHirelingS-
Have

HireHire-
HaveHave Too Much LeewaylwaylLeewayT-
he

way
The leaders of the Alaska Federation of Natives havehave-

made
have-

mademade many fine decisions during its effort to resolveresolve-
the

resolve-
thethe Alaska Native land claims .

The AFN has also made some mistakes ,: but thethe-
greatest

the-
greatestgreatest mistakes probably have been made not by thethe-
leaders

the-
leadersleaders themselves , but rather by their hired consulconsul-consul-
tants

consul-
tants

¬-
tants and lawyers .

The most alarming development in the land claims
fightclaimsfightis the increasing role that these hired consultantsconsultants-
and

consultants-
andand lawyers play in determining matters of policy . TheirTheir-
functiDn

Their-
functionfunctionfunctiDn should be solely limited to the implementationimplementation-
ofof policy decisions made by the Native people who hiredhired-
them

hired-
themthem .

During a meeting of consultantsCDnsultants and lawyerslay/yerslayyers/ inin-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington last Friday , these, non-NativenonNative- hired personnelpersonnel-
moved

personnel-
movedmoved to exclude Mr . Eben Hopson from the proceedproceed-¬-
ingsproceedings.

Eben Hopson , an Eskimo from Barrow , has served thethe-
cause

the-
causecause of the Natives of Alaska in the land claims fight asas-
a

as-
aa state legislator , as executive director of the ArcticArctic-
Slope

Arctic-
SlopeSlope Native Association , as executive director of thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives , and , most recently , asas-

Governor
as-

GovernorGovernor Egan'sEgans' liaison on Native Affairs .designedtoMr . Hopson was excluded from the session , designed
to consider amendments to the AFN bill , on the groundsgrounds-
that

grounds-
thatthat he was an official of the State of Alaska .

During the administration of former Governor Miller ,

AFNhavinglitttehavinglittleleadersle ders and attorneys complained bitterly of having
littlelittteconcerninglandinput into decision made by the state concerning
land claims .

Because of his excellent pastpa record as a NativeNative-
spokesman

Native-
spokesmanspokesman ,. and because of his important position withwith-
the

with-
thethe state , Mr . Hopson should have been not merelymerely-
allowed

merely-
allowedallowed , but respectfully requestedrequested'torequestedtorequeste&torequesteto&' to attend that WashWash-Wash-
ington

Wash-
ington

¬-
ington session .

AFN president Don Wright has done an admirable job
duringjobduringrecent months in representing Alaska Native inin-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington , but he and all other Native leaders mustmust-
retain

must-
retainretain the independence and ability required to makemake-
decisions

make-
decisionsdecisions in matters of policypoJicy .

The questionquestio'n' comes up again whether the AFN willwill-
make

will-
makemake its own policypoJicy decisions , and not delegate thisthis-
authority

this-
authorityauthority to hired consultants and lobbyists .

If Natives were to be excluded from meetings becausebecause-
they

because-
theythey have other/otherotherinterests/ interests

'
, this could result in exclusionexclusiol\exclusiolexclusiol-

of
exclusion-

of '\,
of many Natives from decision'decision making positions becausebecause-
of

because-
ofof their private businessbusirte: s interests , their ties with thethe-
media

the-
mediamedia , or another other reason convenient to non-NativenonNativenonNative-
consultants

nonNative-
consultants

-
consultants and attorneys who have inflated ideas of theirtheir-
their

their-
theirtheir self-importanceselfimportanceselfimportanceTHOMAS- . THOMAS-THOMAS- RICHARDS ., JRJR..

FoodFoodandandmdDrugDrugDrug-
AdministrationAdministrationAdmi
AdministrationRescinds
RescindsResciruh BanBanCo-

mmissioner

BanCo-

mmissionerCommissioner Frederick Me-MeMc-McMe-

Ginnis
Me-

Ginnis
Mc-

Ginnis
:-

Ginnis , . Department of HealthHealth-
and

Health-
andandtodaythatWelfare , announced today
that the Food and Drug Admin-AdminAdmin-
istraction

Admin-
istraction

-.
istraction has"asas" rescinded iUits banban-
on

ban-
onon Abbott Laboratories IntraIntra-Intra-
venous

¬.-
venous FluidsAuids .

The ban was instituted earear-ear-

lier
ear-

lier
¬-

lier this year when contaminacontamina-contamina-
n

contamin-
ati.s

¬-

tenti.stis... . !, was found in caps usedused-
to

used-
toto doseclose the fluid bottles , resulresul-resu-
ltingin

resul-
ting

¬-

tingtinginin patient infections .

FDA inspectors aridandarid'scientistsaridscientistsarid'scientists-
have

'

scientistsscientists-
havehave established testing protoproto-proto-
cols

proto-
cols

¬-

cols and control procedures overover-
the

over-
thethe past several months to ensureenSUre-
the

ensure-
thethe safetysafetyofof all intravenousintraven'ousintraven'ous-
fluids

intravenous-
fluids

'

fluids .

T-HTH- CentralCentral-
Council

Central-
CouncilCouncil BacksBacks-
Alaska

Backs-
AlaskaAlaska PlanPlanT-

heThe ExecutivexecutiveExecutive Committee ofof-
the

of-
thethe Central Council of the Tlin-TlinTIin-TIinTlin-
git

TIin-
git

Tlin-
git

-
git and HaidaHaid Indians of Alaska ,
meeting June IS15 ,. 1971 in Ju-JuJu-

neau
Ju-

neau
Ju-

neau
-

neau , unanimously endorsed thethe-
concept

the-
conceptconcept of thetheMtheAlaska"AlaskaAlaskaM" Plan" forfor-
including

for-
includingincluding minority groups inin-

Alaska's
in-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' labor force(orce .

The Central Council reprerepre-repre-
sents

repre-
sents

¬-

sents 18 Tlingitllingit and Haida comcom-com-
munities

com-
munities

¬-

munities .
In the motion endorsing thethe-

plan
the-

planplan , the Council stated thatthat-
the

that-
thethe action is "anan"" officialofficit1officit1resofficialres; resres-res-
ponse

res-

ponse
-¬-

ponse to the hearings .nownow.
now beingbeing-

held
being-

heldheld in Southeastern AlaskaAJaska " onon-

the
on-

thethe "AlaskaAlaska"AJaskaAJaska"" Plan" .
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IIBYWALLYByBYWALLYWALLY OLSONOLSON-

The

N>
?.

'

.

- The'The-The'- new village of MintoMintMintowaswaswas-
the

was-
thethe scene of one of thethelargestthelargest-
potlatches

,
largestlargest-

potlatchespotlatches heldh ld in this areaarea sincesince-
the_ the one sponsored by ., ChiefChief-
Thomas

Chief-
ThomasThomas in Nenana in 1927 . AnAn-

estimated
An-

estimatedestimated 500 people were inin-

the- the newnewrlliagevillage\rlliagerlliage\ .

Guests came from .CopperCopper., ,

Center , NorthwayNorthwayTanacrqss-TanacrqssTanacrqss-,' Tanacross ',, '
-

Fairbanks , Nenana , Fort YukonYuk n ,;"'

Chalkyitisik , Ruby , Stevens VilVil-VilVil-

lage
Vil-

lage
¬- '

lage ,. Anchorage and Huslia . . $;
The termtenn "potlatchpotlatch" " is oftenoften-

used

*;

used totQ refer to two entirely
'

differententirelydifferent
.

types of celebrations .: '':'
There is the frequentfre- .quentfre- quentfre.quentMgathering

.
"gatheringgatheringMgathering" "

,

which is celebrated at various "'

especiallylovertimes of 'thethe' year , especiallyespecially-
over

l-

overover the holidays . '

But the potlatch at newnew-
Minto

new-
MintoMinto was the traditional cerecere-cere-
mony

¬.-
mony to memorialize the resiresi-resi-

dents
¬.-

dents whow o have died within thethe-
past

the-
pastpast year .

This potlatch wasW3$ to comcom-com-
memotate

com-
memorate

¬-

memoratememotate the deaths of MosesMoses-
Charlie

Moses-
CharlieCharlie , Timothy Charlie , LouisLouis-
Silas

Louis-
SilasSilas and Catherine Jimmy , allall-

of
all-

ofofduringthewhom passed away duringduring-
thethe precedingpre eding year .

The emphasis at .MintoMinto., waswas-
on

was-
onon the traditions of the AthaAtha-Atha-
bascan

¬.-
bascan way of life . Most of thethe-
sp

the-
speechesspeechessp eches were given in AthabasAthabas-Athabas-
can

Athabas-
can

¬-

entirelyincan . The singing waswas entirely
in the native tongue .

. Some men such as Peter John ,

r .

' ,vrE7, [ 'yy' ! I f
, yrr . r ' 4r + a + .aa.

\
' rr-

f

7

-ff-

.
aa-

c

" "

, . ."c
°

tt-
RR 11-

ii

01 . I' .
. , "

' 'rr' , , l ' , f ' \ ' ' ., ... \' , ' . l ' , ,
'-

elderly
e-

lderly', '-

are
a-

re'< ,'
MINTOMlliTQMINTQ. POTLATCHPOTLATCH-ThreePOTLATCHThreeTLATCH-ThrTLATCHThr--Three,

elderly men are happilyappilyhappily drummingdrur"mlngdrurmlngdrur'mingdrurmingdrur'ming-
and

"' ii-

and

i-

andand singing at the recent potlatch heldseldeld at newnew Minto village . '\

The potlatch is said to be 'thethe'

the greatest since the one in1-in1in11927in ',-. 1927In7In7jIn7h-
eld

1927-
held

j
\

held at Nenana . About 500 people attended from many villagesvilli\gesvilliges\ .
;

Melvin Charlie , Andrew Isaac ,

and Walter NorjhwayNorthwayNor 1way spoke ;: toto-

they
to-

theythey youngyoungyoungpeoplepeople both in theirtheir'nativ-

e

their-
native

'-

native
n-

ative' native tongue and in English toto-

remind
to-

remindremindforgettheirthe young not tot forgetforget-
theirthen-thentheirthenpast- past , but to also live in thethe-
modem

the-
modemmodernmodem world .

Even the making of IndianIndian-
Ice

Indian-
IceIce Cream was carried out inin-

the
in-

thethe traditional manner with thethe-
young

the-
youngyoung men stirring while thethe-
old

the-
oldold women sangsan songs of enen-enen-

couragement
¬.-

couragement..

Every morning the peoplepeople-
gathered

people-
gatheredgathered to sing mourning songs
forsongsforFollowingthethe deceased . FollowingFollowing-
thethe evening meal , the mourningmourning-
songs

mourning-
songssongs were sung again , but thisthis-
time

this-
timejoyfultime they were followed by joyjoy-¬.-
fulfut dances to show that thethe-
mourning

the-
mourningmourning period was over .

The singing and dancing concon-con-

tinued
¬.-

tinued tiuoughthrough the night andand-

the
and-

thethe teenagers often danced unun-unun-

til
¬.-

til breakfast time .

(Continued on page 6)6)
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Wants StandardStandard-

AlaskanAlaskan TextbookTeXIbook
TextbookJune

June 23 , 19711971-

DearDear Editor :

I have often wanted to subsub-sub-

mit
¬.-

mit an idea to native leadersleaders-
but

leaders-
butbut things are so hectict'lectictlectic' on otherotheri-
ssues

otheri-
ssuesissues that it'sits' hardMret to find a resres-res-

pective
res-

pective
¬-

pective ear . Would it be possiblepossiblpossible-
inin the next few yearsye rs ( if not tootoo-
late

too-
latelate ) for Native organizations ,

the Human Rights CommissionCommission-
oror some faculty in that area toto-

get
to-

getget together with the blessingslessingiblessings-
of

lessingi-
ofof our State ( no doubt ) andand-

construct
and-

constructconstruct a standard textbooktextbook-
ofof the State of Alaska .

My Concerntoncern is that there areare-

so
are-

soso many books on Alaska whichwhich-
are

which-
areare inaccurate and tend to gogo-

off
go-

offoff on the deep end in floweryflowflowery-
language

ryry-

languagelanguage , etc... , etc.. Also I bebe-bebel-

ieve
be-

lieve
-¬-

lieve above ' all that fair treattreat-treat-
ment

¬.-

ment
. of Alaska Natives mustmust-

bebe in THIS textbook whichwhich-
WILL

which-
WILLWILL treat us as PEOPLE , huhUehu-huhU-
eman

hu-

man
¬-

man beings with faculties , jgiftsgIfts,
, ,

ideas EQUAL to ANY humanhuman-
beings

human-
beingsbeings in this country and onon-

this
on-

thisthis earth .
I believe that it should bebe-

contructed
be-

constructedconstructedcontructed$ by historians *. bothboth-
native

both-
nativenative and non-nativenonnative-- and thatthat-
wherever

that-
whereverwherever necessary interpretersinterpreters-
should

interpreters-
shouldshould be used .

The reason I stressedtressed$ historhlstorhistor-histor-
ians

¬.-
ians is because we as people areare-

not
are-

notnot some species or sub-speciessubspeciessubspecies-
to

--

to be studied by other people .
We are people and not anythinganything-
else

anything-
elseelse in any other. anthropoloanthropolo-anthropolo-
gi

anthropolo-
gical

-¬-

gicalgial term !

By such a textbook we maymay-
yet

may-
yetyet lead other states into doingdoing-
what

doing-
whatwhat is fair and just and lastinglasting-
to

lasting-
toto our future and our childrenhildren .

There are other things of whichwhich-
II may ask about in the future .

Thank you for your consiconsi-consi-
deration

¬.-

deration in putting out newsnews-
for

news-
for

'
for us all . I enjoyenjoy readingread-'ingread-ing thisthis-
paper

this-
paperpaper wheneverwhetlever I purchase one .

Sincerely ,

AtAIAl JudsonJudson-
Box

Judson-
BoxBox 924

Hoonah , AlaskaAlaska-

P.S

Alaska-

P.S* P.SPS. . Those picked in writingwriting-
oror being on the staff may bebe-

appointed
be-

appointedappointed by the State and nana-nana-

tive
¬.-

tive organizations which maymay-
eliminate

may-
eliminateeliminate a lot of "paperpaper" " qualiquali-quali-
fications

quali-
fications

¬-

fications .

Backs UpicksounUpicksormUpicksounB-
oxBox 285 , Baychester St .

BrohxBrohit , N.YNY. . 1046910469-
June

10469-
JuneJune 15 , 19711971-

DearDear Sirs :

Whose Land is Alaska ?
I have read Joseph Upick-UpickUpick-

souns
Upick-

souns
Upick-

souns
-

souns statement to the HouseHouse-
Committee

House-
CommitteeCommittee on Interior & Insuinsu-insu-
lar

¬.-
lar Affairs May 3-434-3-4,197134,197141971- ,. 1971 .

I1 have asked the above quesques-ques-
tion

ques-
tion

¬-

tion in N.Y.CNY.CNYC. . . at random amongamong-
my

among-
mymy patients (ordinary people )

and among my highly educatededucated-
acquaintances

educated-
acquaintancesacquaintances ( Drs . , Lawyers ,

Bankers , PoliticiansPoliticIans , Professors ,
etc . ) . Almost aall! ) of them gavegave-
me

gave-
meme variationsvariatons! of the sameSme anan-anan-

swer
¬.-

swer "TheThe" USA owns Alaska ."
A few , who know of my CheroChero-Chero-
kee

Chero-
kee

-¬-

kee Indian blood ,. have smiledsmiled-
and

smiled-
andand replied "MaybeMaybe" it does bebe-be-bel-
ong

be-
long

¬-

long to the Indians , Eskimos ,.

Aleuts and other native peoplespeoples-
who

peoples-
whowho have always lived there ."

'OneOnebne' friend of mine laughedlaughed-
out

laughed-
outout loud after thinking aboutabout-
my

about-
mymy question , then asked rnelJ1ememe-

"Do"DoDo"00 you think it'sits' possible thatthat-
the

that-
thethe RussiansRuss ans pulled a fastfat$ oneone-
and

one-
andand sold the USA somethingsomething-
that

something-
thatthat was not theirs ? Did theythey-
fool

they-
foolfool the USA just like thethethe'city'citycity'city-
slicker

'city-
slicker

'
slicker *' has time and again soldsold-

the
sold-

thethe Brooklyn BridgeBr dge (owned byby-

the
by-

thethe City of N.YNY. . ) to some unun-unun-

knowing
un-

knowing
¬-

knowing country bumpkinbumplnbump\bump\< ln forfor-

a
for-

aa few hundred dollars ?"
The question in my mindmind-

is
mind-

isis ; What does the Native AlaskanAlaskan-
think

Alaskan-
thinkthink ? Has he been brainwashedrainwshedbrainwashedbrainwashed-
to

rainw shedshed-
toto accept the story put out byby-

the
by-

thethe 'pale-faces'palepalefaces' --- ' in the lower 48 ;
or does he know that "therethere"there-
is

"
is evidence that his ancestorsancestors-
lived

ancestors-
livedlived in Alaska as long ago as
6000 yrs . B.CBC. . (7.9717.9717971(7,971( ., yrs . ago ) ? "
Does he know that "BarrowBarrow" ,

.. .. . .

for example , has been a villagevillage-
for

village-
forfor 2,8002800, years .

I hear a lot about AlaskaAlaska-
here

Alaska-
herehere in New York City . I seesee-

many
see-

manymany film clips about AlaskaAlaska-
on

Alaska-
onon T.VTV. . The central theme isis-

always
is-

alwaysalways , what a wonderfulwonderfut valuvalu-valu-

able
¬.-

able land it is and how stupidstupid-
were

stupid-
werewere the Russians to sell It toto-

the
to-

thethe U.SUS. .

What are the Alaskans doingdoing-
to

doing-
toto counteract this idea of ownerowner-owner-
ship

¬.-

ship ? I only hear one lonelon-
evoicethat

lon-
evoicethatvoice-thatvoicethat-"-- of Joseph Upicksoun .

Are there Otherth.erther. Alaskans readyready-
to

ready-
toto fight by his side ? Are therethere-
clubs

there-
clubsclubs and frequent meetingsmeetings-
where

meetings-
wherewhere plnspli'nsplinsplans?;' and ideas are disdis-dis-

cussed
¬.-

cussed to prevent your childrenchildren-
from

children-
fromfrpmfrom being "trespasserstrespassers" in thethe-
land

the-
landland of their nativity ? " AreAre-

you
Are-

youyou trying to preserve your lanlan-lanlan-

guages
lan-

guages
¬-

guages ? Are you proud of youryour-
heritage

your-
heritageheritage ? Do you learn1earn youryyour-
history

urur-

historyhistory from the old ones ; haveha'iehaieha'ie-
they

have-
they

'

they told you of your heroes ?

When you learn'earnearn' U.SUS. . historyhistory-
inin school , do you also learnlearn-
the

learn-
thethe American Indian version ofof-

American', AmericanAmerltan history and learn ofof-

tlie
of-

thethetlie countless and proud IndianIndian-
heroes

Indian-
heroesheroes ? Are you aware of thethe-
devious

the-
deviousdevious means used to take InIn-InIn-

dian
¬.-

dian lands'andsands' in the past so thatthat-
the

that-
thethe U.S.AUS.AUSA.. . . could stretch fromfrom-
sea

from-
seasea to sea ? Will it one dayday-
stretch

day-
stretchstretch from pole to pole ? ?

The important answers toto-

these
to-

thesethese questionsqU8tions$ areareinin-in- the handhand-
of

hand-
ofof a few leaders and a fewfew-

students
few-

studentsstudents . Each'Each.'
'""" of you mustmust-

ACT
must-

ACTACT and show interest . EachEach-
must

Each-
mustmust also be aware that it waswas-

not
was-

notnot a 'palefacepaleface' *' who struckstruck-
down

struck-
downdown Chief Crazy Horse , afterafter-
he

after-
hehe badlad! wiped out the invincibleinvincible-
General

invincible-
GeneralGeneral Custer and his troopstr ops..

You saw what just happenedhappened-
toto the Indians exercising theirtheir-
treaty

their-
treatytreaty rights at AlcatrazAJcatraz.. TheyThey-
say

They-
saysay the government broke itsits-

word
its-

wordword to them by suddenlysuddenly-
physically

suddenly-
physicallyphysically forcing them off thethe-
island

the-
islandisland after solemnly saying$ying theythey-
would

they-
wouldwould not do so .

Time is runningrun\ingruning(\ out . NeedNeed-
II, say moremorel???

Sincerely yours ,

K . M . Young , M.DMD. .


