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When nts Numvak pnckmg tlme in Gambell

By, GRACE sn.wooxo

- <" Gambell Carrespondent
There is a green plant that
grow. on  the mountains’ and
. other_places ‘here in St. Law-
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rence lsland that we call in
native’ language, nunivak. We
eat this along with meats we

‘have whole winter, frozen and in

late summer when it is ready to

be. eaten.
 Around the first week

‘of July, this plant is ready to be
. .picked, so lots’of women be out

picking. As a child I use to go
with 'ty grandmother. She and
1 would ‘excitedly get. ready to

[ go in the early. moming hours,

when: it has not been raining the
day. before. My grandmother
would  take one 50 lb. ‘flour

. 'sack one or two smaller’ ones,
- food, ulu and some strings. Here

on St. Lawrence Is., we have
little - different ulu then that of
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. also it is wet.
grass and ground is nice and dry -

mamland we call it, ulaaq. When
it has been raining, it, is no good
to ‘be picking, as the ‘nunivak
grow on. the mountain side,
there is danger of slip and slide
So when all the

we would be on a trip: to the
mountain a nice steep wall of

about 300 ft. at the 'hig,hcst‘

peak.
. It ‘stands sq ‘strong and

steep- on the side of the village

.and neatly facing the sea in a

rectangular shape.  And what

- many . historical places and

names it bears: There ‘is a path
that . we would ‘follow on the’
gravel very little earth along the
way ' from the ' village. to the
mount:un

Then after some hard
climbing and a few stops for a
breath, we would be on the top.
Although there are many, many.

“.places where . nunivak is found

we would ‘take a.trip to the
other side of the mountain,
just to be. there for pleasure. On
the top of the mountain we
would follow the path, some-
times it ‘is hard: to fnd it be-
cause it is rocky, nearest one so
we go to are about a mile at the
top to and then to climb down

and do our plckmg There are,

many: -places  where we . pick,
from there we could see Savoon-
ga hills, some 40 miles. But that,
mountain ' is some five miles to
the ‘other end and it gradually
get lower and lower and at the
end ‘it is  to the sea level. All
along there are many: historical
camps, it is' very  pleasant, to
take this long ‘walk. And the
places still bear the names of an-

cient tribes, when one digs ivory:

and stone tools are found any-
where. :
But to start picking, we
first select a good place for our

_our ‘picking ‘would start, 'using :
our kaspak as ' a :large apron.

Whole morning and noon hours,
we would fill the first fill. Then
they would decide to stop for a
lunch.

Happxly 1 would agree, as
it grow not too- interesting at
times. Right  after ‘the ' lunch,
picking would start again..In the
late afternoon lots of nunivak: is
picked, so the bags to take home
will look good and hard. Around
5 p.m. the women would be
wanting to go home. Once more

we would come back to'the bags :

and our stuff. During the empty-
ing, there would be much lau-
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While General Washington was lead-
ing 'his troops against ‘the British,
approximately 74,000 Eskimos, Indians
and Aleuts were living in the land we

~now call Alaska in. much the same

way they had for at least eleven
centuries. . They lived
separated communities all over the
face of Alaska. Many of them were
nomadic, and followed .the animals
they hunted along the shores of seas
and rivers and across land masses.
They were riigged, resourceful and
proud people.

in. widely.

Almost ten years had passed since
the ‘United States had purchased
Alaska from the Russians. The Native
people of Alaska continued to live off
the land much; as they had always
done, but now a piece of paper said
the land belonged to the United States.
By the beginning of the twentieth
century whalers. and traders, miners
‘and missionaries had penetrated to

almost every corner of the territory,
.and things were beginning to change.

___'._.__.__.....__.___.....__.,

Almost five years have passed singce .
the enactment of the Alaska Native
Land Claims Settlement  Act. The
Alaska Native people have regained
pride and stature as well as benefiting -
from fand and money made available
by the settlement. But the Bureau of

Indian Affalrs realizes some people

have failed to enroll for these benefits
and’so a second enrollment has begun.

Anyone who is at least 1/4 Alaska

Indian, Eskimo: or Aleut; who is a
U.S. citizen: and who was born on or

before December 18, 1971 and living -

on that date, is eligible for benefits

under the Claims Act. You need not'
. live in Alaska or even have been born

there. It does not matter if you are
adopted, a stepchild or “otherwise
removedfflom your family.

" If you or anyone you lmow is elognble
and has not enrolled, please send for

an ‘application today. Completed

. applications must be submitted by

january 2, 1977.

ghter and talking, It is : 50 much

- fun to be out picking.. Then we

soon would ‘be on our way back
with bags full of nunivak, carry-
ing ‘them on our backs with

ropes.
Sometimes: the load car-
riers” would - arrive - before  we
ever start home, the boys. They
are. the boys: from the village,
who like to carry the bags home
for the women, especially the.
.older ‘women. Now they come
to the foot.of the'mountain with
hondas and  chapperals, the ve-
hicles to get the bags. In’those
days though, we use to walk
all the time. i
! As soon :as we get

to the very edge of the steep
side, the village is then be seen,

. s0 pleasantly. located at the very

close to the sea. The sea, lays
there so vast and so far reaching.
see Siberian  hills
some 40 miles to' your north-
west, some’ though far and  so
far away that they are in a blue
in color in haze. I could just
stare ‘at ‘them ‘some more, day
dreaming of . going there ‘and
think ‘about. people ‘as we: stop
for rest a while."Then we would
descent.

Oh it is so tiresome
going down, - some ‘would just
dash down ‘in zig zag way
though. "Then  from . the foot
of the mountain the gravel
walk ' would  start. Long the
walk ‘may be, but we always
enjoy it.

Golden

Towers opens

for elderly

Many senior citizens ‘in Fair-
banks - will | receive ‘a special
Christmas present ‘this Decem-
ber, a homes Golden Towers
apartments on Second = and
Noble ‘Streets is at long last pre-
pared to open its doors.

‘The project has been a con-
cern of the community. for many
years, however, the initial meet-
ing with the Alaska State Hous-
ing  Authority “(ASHA) - was
1974. Since  that 'time it has
jumped many hurdles pertain-
ing to cost, development and
financing.

Wick Construction/Lane +
Knorr ' + Plunkett, ' Architects
joined together last year to pre-
pare the elderly housing pack-
age. 'One  'year after ASHA
contracted ‘with the  joint ven-
ture, the project is complete
and ready for occupancy. Appli-
cations have been' distributed
since September of this year. At

. this point 120 applications have

been accepted and are being re-
viewed to determine eligibility.

The public is invited to join
ASHA at .an open house cere-
mony on Saturday, December
18 from 1 o’clock until 4
o'clock. Commissioner Lang-
horne A. Motely will be respons-
ible  for  traditional  ribbon
cutting ceremony. Other activi-
ties' include refreshments and a
walk-through of the new units.
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