- Center for Northern
- Education Proposed

Is there one group in Alaska

. which represents Alaska’s native
_people in the field of education?
-+ Wheih Native people? = The
Eskimos in the Yukon-Kuskok-
wim or the Tlingits and Haidas

" in Southeast? . With .the wide
‘'variety . of regional cultures and
education needs the question is
more confusing than enlighten-
ing. = Also, readers of the AFN

and several regional . organiza- -

tions are presently preoccupied
“with the vitally important land

claims fight.
“ For four days last week, two
representatives of the  Ford

Foundation visited native leaders
in Juneau; Anchorage and Fair-
-banks to obtain opinions on the
proposed  University. of Alaska
Center for Northern Education.

According to the UA funding
proposal, the Center. will be a
- central research and program de-
sign institute designed to assess
‘native education’ needs apd act
as a resource center for’ devel-
oping programs in cross-cultural
education.

One major aspect of the Cen:
Ater is their intention to involve
the native people in every aspect
“. of the policy making and work.

To set up the center and support
it through its initial years, the
University of Alaska has asked
.for a $654,000 grant from the
Ford Foundation.  Other funds
. will. come from UA contracts
with various agencies to perform
cross-cultural- -educational . re-
search and program design.

Donald- Sandberg and Ralph
~ Bohrson' spent . four days in
Alaska trying to evaluate the
proposal . last = week. =~ They
searched for ‘“‘native representa-
tives”, spoke with native leaders
_in’ Juneau, Anchorage and
Fairbanks and conferred with
education officials in the Bureau
of Indian Affairs and the State
Operated Schools.

According to Ralph Bohrson,
Ford Foundation’s education de-
partment has three major ques-
tions about the proposed center.
First; he wants to know if such
a center can efféctively ask ques-
tions and be responsive ‘to the
issues Alaskan natives cite about
cross-cultural ' education 'in the
north. .

Second, will anybody in poli-
cy amking decisions in Alaska be
responsive to suggestions from

Native Students
Awarded at SJC

Six 'Native students were a-
mong those - awarded ‘scholar-
ships last week by Dr. Charles C.
Bovee, Acting ° President of
Shledon Jackson College.

Ten $400 scholarships: were
awarded ‘to the ten . freshman
students with the highest grade
point- averages, and five faculty
scholarships of .$300 were a-

warded tostudents chosen by .

the faculty as having the greatest
promise on the basis of their

productivity and progress this -

year.

Edward  Frank, Kotzebue;
Evelyn Hamilton, Craig; and
Vemnon = Nusunginya, Nenana,
were among those receiving Aca-
demic Excellence sholarships ;
and Lou Ann Benson, Sitka;
Fritzoff = Auliye, Koyuk; and.
Anthony Sarren;Anchorage,were
among those receiving Incentive
scholarships.

“Sheldon Jackson College be-
gan making the faculty scholar-

. ship awards last year instead of
the more traditional department
heads. The new program seems
well received by the student as
the incentive it was intended to
be.

the Center.
ence? it

Third, will ithere. be other’
money available to maintain the:
center’s operations. :

Where :the Ford' Foundation
people did ‘not. travel is to the

lei it have influ:

-villages, where communities are

becoming newly, aware: of the
possibilities: for locali control. of
education of their children.

In Alaska, the ‘reactions to.
the center idea have been mixed.
Most Native leaders know: little
about ‘the Center and: while the
intention for native participation
is ‘present no mechanism has yet
been designed. |

One major question is wheth-
er the Institute will join the ple-

thora. of official ‘agencies con- i
cerned with Alaskan natives,who -

are ‘more aware of \what is hap-
pening . in their fellow  agencies
than ' among the people they
supposedly “‘serve”.

The .questions- a Center for

Education could “ask in Alaska
could be painful - not only for
Alaskan officialdom but for the
native people themselves. Edu-
cation budgets are still voted on

“in the legistlature and legistla-

tors have not been notably in:
formed in what is.going on as far
as education research and pro-
sed solutions.

Where Ford Foundation has
not gone to ask its questions, is
into the villages where people
expressing « their - concern . over
education. - Political - participa-
tion in the schools is a recent
Amercian phenomena-one which
is just now faintly tingeing vil-
lage politics.

Till now, ‘there has been no
means for village people to in-
fluence officialdom and evalua-
tion trips which bypass the vil-
lages' increase this political im-
potence. :

According to. Tundra Times
editor Howard Rock; one of the
native people the Foundation
people questioned, the answers
are in the regional organizations-
where  representatives are. close
enough to their people and cul-
ture to-evaluate education needs:

Yet, like any agency, a Center
for Northern Education can on-
ly ‘be effective in the flesh - not
on paper. A paper proposal is
dififcult to evaluate from any
angle.

Yet, the Ford people who
control the purse strings -have
nothing else on which to base
their evaluation:and a great deal
hinges upon their- decision - a
solid economic base for a Center
which can, if it works, bea vital
coordinating ‘center for native
education in Alaska.
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Delightfully U

COLLEGE - Terry McLean
’64, - assistant ' manager of 'the
Market Basket in Fairbanks, was
elected  president of  the' Fair-
banks Chapter of the University
of ‘Alaska Alumni Association at
a recent meeting.

The other new officers cho-
sen at the session, at which plans
were made for the Annual Alum-

. .ni Banquet on May 14 in honor.

TERRY MCcLEAN

749, a lawyer,

Tundra Times, Wednesday, May 12, 1971

Foundation Grant Asked— i McLean President of UA Alumni

1} )
of the 1971 graduates, are:
- 'Andy Warwick, ’66, an ac-
countant and member of the le-
gislature, vice president.
Mrs. Arthur{ (Grace) Schaibe
(sé:retary.‘ :
Mrs. Jack (Pat) Babcock '64,
a homemaker, treasurer. v
Mrs.  Joe . (Rosie). Abel ’60
was ‘appointed chairman of the
alumni -office ‘on the campus.
A highlight of the banquet
will be the presentation of The
Distinguished Alumni Award.

ol Paged
Kotzebue Carnival

The Kotzebue Student Coun-
cil hosted, its annual camival,

April 23.¢ It seems that all of:
Kotzebue .shcwed up for ‘the

“event, including a few people

from different villages,

It included ‘the dunkin'gi ma--

chine, cartoons, country store,
cake walk; bingo, and many
more attractions.

The booths brought in a net
profit of $3,657,00. This money
is to'be used in: sponsoting and
other - activities ‘for the school
students. i y

PERKINS MUSIC
. -Guitar, Violin, Banjo *
. Sales & Repairs: '
Bows .re-haired. ‘' Cases,

Strings - and - Accessoriesf’
in stock. e |

Special Orders Invited.
Mail Orders Processed in 24
hours.

P.O.Box 339 3535 Shanley St.
College, Ak. 99701  479-6351

.

Native Craft
CARVED. IVORY, Slippers;
mukluks; “custom seal skin
parkas. < ¥

- R.R. “Bob’* Blodgett —
Teller Commercial Company

Teller, Alaska

House of Fabrics
Fabrics for all your

sewing needs

406. Barnette, Fairbanks, Alaska

Tundra Times
Brings YOU

BIG RAY’S SURPLUS
Send for Our

Free Catalog

§ Top Value at Low Prices

452-3458

507 2nd Avenue

16MM FEATURE FILMS
THE BEST, m.m

for your village lno’vie shows
write DICK NORMAN

at

PICTURES, INC.

811 8th Ave., Anchorage
—Serving Alaska Since 1939—
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SAVOY BAR

ue!

T Sache
MEN’S SHOP

108 Cushman,..456~4017

Aluska Business Direc:'tory'A

High Style...
at Low Cost . ..

Completely correlared furnshings
e oll pous offce moeds -+

Fairbanks
Office Supply

P.O. Box 2552, Fawbanks. Alaska 99701

SUPPLIES

We have the largest inventory and variety
of office supplies in Alaska

PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE
TO INTERIOR ALASKA

Wirite for Free Catalog
All Cash and COD Mail
Orders Sent
Freight or Postage FREE!

All mail orders will be sent COD unless
an account has been established

‘AURORA
BARBER SHOP

Alberta Grant - Manager

524 2nd Ave. 456-7071

DEAN'S
BEAUTY
LOUNGE

Room 107
Co-op Balcony

452-2060

1000 Dejuxe, Gold Sin)
2-color, guiim: ¢
Labels printea with ANY
Name. Addrcss & Zic

Drug & Photo

‘*ALASKA'S LARGEST”
Prompt Mail Order
SERVICE & PHOTOFINISHING

*Prescriptions
*Photo Supplies
*Cosmetics
*Sundry Items

P.0.Box 1390 Fairbanks

Tundra Times
Brings YOU
THE News

Achman
ELECTRIC

170U willow Street.
Fairbanks, Alaska

A=1 ~YECORD_SHOP
" Foodland Shopping Mall

MAIL ORDERS OUR SPECIA! 1Y

'P.0. Box 1313
‘Telephone 452-3335

DONALSON
COMPANY
PO Box 845
‘Anchorage,
Alaska
Phone 279-3025

Alaska National Bank
of Fairbanks

" Complete Banking Service

Bronches of University

Nenana - Airport Road
Eielson -~ Delta — Tok

Main Office~Northward Bldg.

7¢ean’s
Fabric Shop

1st & Cushman
Fairbarks, Alaska

Fairbanks Lumber Supply
‘“Where One Call
Supplies It All”’

Box 629 — 272 1llinois St.

Gorden Isle, Fairbanks
452:2183

™ Yukon Office
Supply, Inc.

Sales - Service - Rentals
511 Gaffney Rd., Fairbanks

Phone - 452-1148
aess




