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The Wildwood AffairAffairEDI-

TOR'S(EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTE : Something ofofaa controversy has developeddeveloped-

overover thetie, AlaskaA laska Federation of Natives acquisition of thetie, WildwoodWildwood-

Air
Wild woodwood-

AirAir Force Base , and Senator William L . ( Willie ) Hensley'sHensleys' proposalproposal-
that

proposal-
thatthat the facility take the place of Mtlift . Edgecumbe as a highhighseloolhighschoolschoolseloolselool-

for
school-

for

,

for Native youngsters. The following is a letter ofofreplyreply by SenatorSenator-
Hensley

Senator-
HensleyHensleyHensleytoto Sitka SentinelSentineleditorialeditorialeditorialonon Hensley'sHensleys' proposal . TheThe-

Sentinel

The-

SentinelSentinelSentineleditorialeditorial is printedprintedelsewlereprintedelsewhereelsewhereelsewlere, in thistlstl s issue ofofthethe TundraTundra-

Times

Tundra-

TimesTimes . )

AprilApnl13,1972Apnl13197213 , 19721972-

Editor

1972-

Editor
.

EditorSitka
Editor
Sitka SentinelSenSentinel-
Sitka

tweltwel-

SitkaSitka , Alaska 9983599835-

DearDear Editor :

I have just read your editorialedItorIalofof April 10 , 1972 , regardingregardmg thethe-

posItion
the-

positionposition of the AFN on its desire to see the Mt.. Edgecumbe schoolschool-

operatIOns
school-

operationsoperations transferred to Wildwood . I hope you will give me thethe-

courtesy
the-

courtesycourtesy of a reply to your readers ..
Let me first say that I cannot disagree with you in that the goalgoal-

of
goal-

ofof the State should be to provide educationeducal10n for rural students inmm-

areas
in-

areasareas near home or inm their community . As a matter of fact , this isis-

the
is-

thethe objectiveobjecttve of the Department of Education , the State OperatedOperated-
Schools

Operated-
SchoolsSchools , and the AFN . The Bureau of Indian Affairs is quitequite-
willing

quite-
willingwilling , as the agreement between the BIA and the StateSt te indicates ,
to allow the Department of Education to lead the way inm terms ofof-

what
of-

whatwhat directions the State education programs should take . YouYou-

may
You-

maymay be awarelware< that several millions 9fof dollars have been providedprovided-
through

provided-
throughthrough the sale of bonds for the constructionconstruction ofofschoolsschools in ruralrural-

Alaska
rural-

AlaskaAlaska ; but the funding nowhere meets the need for secondarysecondary-
classroom

secondary-
classroomclassroom space in rural areas of the State .

I think you are not unaware that the concepts in secondarysecondary-
education

secondary-
educationeducation for rural students in Alaska has changed substantiallysubstantially-
smce

substantially-
sincesincesmce 1966 . At that time , it was absurd to certainceI'tainceItain' educational andand-

pohticalleaders
and-

politicalpoliticalpohticalleadersleaders of the State that it would be proper and beneficial ,

from an educationaleducattonal standpoint , to have regional high schools , eveneven-

m
even-

ininm a communitycommuOlty such as Bethel with 2,0002000, people . Now , the StateState-

is

State-

isis coming around to the view that there should be villagevlllage highhigh-

schools
high-

schoolsschools holding perhaps 70 students , inasmuchInasmuchasas they are discoverdIscover-dIscover-
ing

discover-
ing

¬-

ing that the cost of providing for dormitory facilitiesfaclhtles is increasinglymcreasmglymcreasmgly-
exp

increasingly-
expensivensive $ . student..expensiveexp -- $4,000.004000.00400000, per

Consequently , in 1967 , the decision to redistribute close to
$1010$ million of Federal funds that were to go into MtM t.. EdgecumbeEdgecumbe-
isis an outdated decision , in that we were providing plans for dormidormi-dormi-

tories
dormi-

tories
¬-

tories to be built in Fairbanks , Anchorage , Sitka , and one or twotwo-

other
two-

otherother urban locations . As you are probably aware , the leadershipleadership-
ofof the Tanana Chiefs Conference recently suggested that perhaps itIt-

was

it-

waswas not a wise decision to build a large dormitory for InteriorIntenorIntenor-

students
Interior-

studentsstudents to 'attendattend' school in Fairbanks and live in a largelarge-

dormitory
large-

dormitorydormitory .

Likewise , it is my understandingunderstandmg that several SoutheasternSoutheastern-
Legislators

Southeastern-
LegislatorsLegislators are rather concernedconcernedaboutabout the fact that the SitkaSltkaSltka-

dormitory
Sitka-

dormitorydormitory is proceeding along ; and these Legislators , apparentlyapparently-
reacting

apparently-
reactingreacting to their constituents , see no real necessity for a dormitorydormItory-
m

dormitory-

ininm SitkaSltka for Southeastern students sincesmce most communitiescommuOlties havehave-

their
have-

theirtheir own high schools . ItItISis unlikely that many parents from thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth will want to continue sending students to SitkaSltka for a high11Igh11Ig-

hschool

high-

schoolschool education .

For your information , even the delegate from SoutheasternSoutheastern-
Alaska

Southeastern-
AlaskaAlaska to the Alaska Federation of NativesNal1ves Board of DirectorsDlfectorsDlfectors-
agreed

Directors-
agreedagreed that it is highIlIgh time that MtM t.. Edgecumbe be phased out , andand-

soon
and-

soonsoon . Furthermore , in discussing the MtNitMt.. Edgecumbe school withwith-

certam

with-

certaincertaincertam Southeastern Legislators , they agreed that they would notnot-

have
not-

havehave their own children attend schoolschoolInin suchsuchaa facility . The BIABIA-

could

BIA-

couldcould not , inm fact , tell me the age of the facility , although they diddid-

know
did-

knowknow that the Island was transferred to the Bureau of IndianIndian-

Affairs
Indian-

AffairsAffairs in10 the mid-fortiesmidfortiesmld-fmtiesmldfmties- .

We , in111 AFN , view Wildwood as a transition-UtransitionUtrans'ltlon-trans'ltlontransltlontrans'ltlonperiod' --tl periodperiodofof educaeduca-educa-
tion

educa-
tion

¬-

tion for rural Alaska students , inasmuchlOasmuch as we fullyfullyIOtendfullyintendintendIOtend to pushpush-

for
push-

forfor additional high schools inm variousvanous parts of the StateStalc so it willwill-

not
will-

notnot be necessary to have such locations at WildwoodWll wood f6rfrforf r youngyoung-
teenagers

young-
teenagersteenagers who should be educatededucatedclosercloser to their communitiescommuOltlcs andand-

close

and-

closeclose to their parents . However , the facilitiesfaclhtles at WildwoodWlldwood are farfar-

and

far-

andandandaboveabove superior to those at MtM t.. Edgecumbe .

TheThc opportunities for attendance at the CommunityCommumty College atat-

Kenai

at-

Kenai

at-

KenaiKenai ; the educationaleducatlonar benefits of beingbemg close to the populationpopulation-
center

population-
center

population-
centercenter of the State ; the opportunitiesopportuOIties for the development ofofaa newnew-

curriculum
new-

curnculum
new-

curriculumcurriculumcurnculum for the students ; and the opportunities to get awayaway-

continued

away-

continued

away-

continued( continued on page 12)12)

Olin Dies fromfrom-

Brutal
from-

BrutalBrutal BeatingBeating-

Wounds
Beating-

WoundsWoundsWoundsAN-

CHORAGE

WoundsAN-

CHORAGEANCHORAGE - Thirty yearyear-

old
year-

oldold Attla Olin struggled for moremore-

than
more-

thanthan two years to recover from aa-

brutal
a-

brutalbrutal beating in downtown AnAn-AnAn-

chorage
An-

.chorage
¬-

chorage.chorage,. which left him partiallypartially-
patalyzed

partially-
patalyzedparalyzedpatalyzed , blindedbhndedbhndedandblindedandand unable toto-

speak
to-

speakspeak .

It appeared he was well onon-

the
on-

thethe road to recovery , when hehe-

died
he-

dieddied suddenly Thursday , AprilApnl
13 , at an Anchorage NursingNurslOgNurslOg-

Home
Nursing-

HomeHome .

Olin was on his way homehome-

from
home-

fromfrom a date withwithaa girlgul friendfriend-

on
friend-

onon a cold day in April , 19701970-

when
1970-

whenwhen he was attacked , robbedrobbed-
and

robbed-
andand beaten into unconsciousness .

Friends who found himhim-

thOllght
him-

thoughtthoughtthOllght he was overcome byby-

drInk
by-

drinkdrinkdrInkandand took him home . ItIt-

was
It-

waswaswasonly-onlyonly'Only-' the nextnex t day , when hehe-

did
he-

diddid not showshQW up for workworkatat thethe-

onthejob
the-

onthejobon-the-jobonthejob- - trainingtrainmg program ofof-

the
of-

thethe Federal AviationAviahon AgencyAgentyAgenty-
that

Agency-

thatthat someone checked his roomroom-

at
room-

atat YMCA and found him stillstill-

unconscIous
still-

unconsciousunconscious .
Six weeks later , OlinDim woke up-upup-

in
up-

in
up-

in
-

in the Alaska Native MedicalMedica-
lCenter

Medica-
lCenterCenter , blinded and unable toto-

speak
to-

speakspeak because of brain damage ,

but the young man from Koyu-KoyuKoyu-

kuk
Koyu-

kuk
Koyu-

kuk
-

kuk began recovering from thethe-

blows
the-

blowsblows , very slowly .

Around January of 1971 , hehe-

was
he-

waswas admitted to the GlenmoreGlenmore-
Nursing

Glenmore-
NursingNursing Home in Anchorage forfor-

further
for-

furtherfurther treatment..

His sister , Mrs . Elisa Jones ofof-

Fairbanks
of-

FairbanksFairbanks , visited him two daysdays-

before
days-

beforebefore his death and thought "hehe"he-

was
"he-

was

"
was really improved . "

Shortly after that visit , OlinOlin-

began
Olin-

beganbegan convulsingconvulslOg and never camecame-

out
came-

outout ofofItitIt.. An autopsy showedshowed-
that

showed-
thatthat death was apparently due toto-

the
to-

thethe originalonginal blows to his head .

"HeHe"IleIle" had been doingdOlOg justJust-
fine

just-

finefine ," said Mrs . Jones .

The staff of the nursingnurslOg homehome-

had
home-

hadhad also noticednoticedaa marked imim-imim-

provement

¬.-

provement .. "OlinOlin"OlIOOlIO" was comingcoming-
along

coming-
alongalong quite well ," said Dr.. GlennGlenn-

Continued

Glenn-

Continued(Continued on Page 6)6)

Poem-Poem-
PoemStrange
Strange WoodsWoodsAl-

ready

WoodsAl-

readyAlready the woods is grey withwith-

dusk
with-

dusk
with-

duskdusk .

The branches riseme , sway with thethe-

breeze
the-

breeze
the-

breezebreeze .

A bird calls ; a moose track in10 thethe-

soft
the-

soft
the-

softsoft earth .

I have seen none of this before .

Everything seems to say :

"YouYou" are a stranger here . "
I believe this road , with the runrun-

of
run-

of
run-

ofof weedsweeds-

Down
weeds-

DownDown the middle , leads to thethe-

slough
the-

slough
the-

sloughslough .

I snared rabbits there last winter .

Willow shoots were like spikes inin-

the
In-

the
in-

thethe snow .

This eveningeven 109 , I was searchingsearchmg forfor-

the
for-

the
for-

thethe lake .

"WhereWhere" the road crosses the toptop-

of
top-

of
top-

ofof the hillhili ,

Look out across the spruce .

The lake is off to the right ,

Lying deep in the valley . "
But I saw no sign of water ;

And the geese will be flyingflying-

soon
flYing-

soon
flying-

soonsoon .

And trampingtramplfig through the brush ,

I would have been lost..

Not even a trace of a runningrunnlfigrunning-
stream

runnlfig-

stream
running-

streamstream . .

But there'stheres' a damp smell - like aa-

swamp
a-

swamp
a-

swampswampswamp-swampswamp-
In

-
In the air .

I watched all the way back fromfrom-

the
from-

tl
from-

thethetltlethee hilltop ..

Not a game birclblrpbiro inIfi the trees ; nornor-

a

nor-

a

nor-

aa rabbit in10 the brush .

Once I heard an unknown animalanimal-

cry
animal-

cry
animal-

crycry .

I walked deeper intomto the woods
. . . nothingnothmg .

This eveningeven 109 everything seems toto-

call

to-

call

to-

callcall me a stranger .

By ROBERT N . ZIMMERMAN

Sitka Sentinel EditorialEditorialT-
heThe proposal of Rep . WillieWilhe Hensley to use the surplus Wild-WildWild-

wood
Wild-

wood

-.

wood Air Force Station as a replacement for the MtMt.. EdgecumbeEdgecumbe-
school

Edgecumbe-
schoolschool has us a little confused .

If Mr . Hcnslcy'sHcnslcysHensley'sHensleys' views arearc representative of0fofof0fdaofd sizableildult: segmentcgment ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Federation of NativesNahves , it wouldwouldindicateindicatemdlcate Native thinkingthinking-
onon education is bogged down in a rut..

No one can deny that the MtMt.. Edgecumbe school has shortshort-short-

comings

¬.-

comings . But to suppose that they could be alleviated by transfertransfer-transfer-
ring

transfer-
ring

¬-

ring the location of the school to Kenai evades the basic problem .

The transfer of the Wildwood Station to the AFN for use as anan-

educational

an-

educationaleducational facilityfaclhty presented the Natives withwithaa great opportunityopporlumtyopporlumty-
To

opportunity-
ToTo use it merely to replace an existingeXIst 109 school would be unimaginauOimagma-uOimagmaunimagina-uOimagma-

hve
unimagina-

tive

¬-

tivehve , to say the least.. Mr.. Hensley proposed , and the AFN BoardBoardofofof-

Duectors
of-

DirectorsDirectorsDuectors agreed , that the Native Association should explore thethe-

POSSlblhty

the-

possibilitypossibilityPOSSlblhty of takingtakmg over administration of the proposed WildwoodWildwood-
school

Wildwood-
schoolschool under contract withwtth the BIA .

If the BIA is "intriguedintrigued"mtnguedmtngued" with the idea ,
" as MrMr.. llensleyHemleyHensley suggests ,

then the BIABfA should be equallyequdlly receptive to the same proposalpropoproposal-
applied

alal-

applaeJappliedapplaeJ to MtM t.. Edgecumbe .

Aside from that you have on the one handhdnd an establishedestdbhestablished-
educational

hedhed-

educationaleducational plant converted from a surplusurplus military111I1Itdry base , and onon-

the
on-

thethe other a surplus military base that hasn'thasnt' yet been convertedconverte .

SitkaSltka has the edge as far as higher educational opportunities arearcarc-

concerned
are-

concernedconcerned and has the additionaladdiliondadditionaladvantage} advantage of a NativeNdtlve HealthHealth-

Service
Health-

ServiceService HospitalHospital-
Our

,
Our concern about Mr.. Hensley'sHensleyslensley'slensleysI ' proposal to move the boardingbuardmgboarding-

school
.

school is based on more than these factorsfdctors .

The MtM t.. Edgecumbe experience should havehdve provedprovedconduprovedconclusivelyconclusivelyconduconclusively-
that

lvcIylvcIy-

thatthat surplus military bases are poor material for conversion toto-

boarding
to-

boardingboarding schools . And more importantly , the concept ofofaa segresegre-segre-

gated
segre-

gated

¬-

gated boardingboard 109 school for NativesNdtlves , regardless of location , hashas-

enerallygenerallyenerally; been discredited educationallyeducatlunally
.

as anythingany tiling but a.II. lastlast-

rew
last-

resortresortrew .
Substantial progress is beingbe 109 made in10 Alaska to get Natives andand-

other
and-

otherother publicpubhc school-ageschoolage- students in10 outlyingoutlymg areas intomto high11Igh schoolsschoobschoob-
closer

schools-
closercloser to their homes .

The regional high School plan for SitkaSltka , for instance is movingmuvmgmuvmg-

Into
moving-

intointo high gear.. Bids arcare expected to be called by June 1I thistillS yearyedryedr-
on

year-

onon the $2,055,0002055000$ , , housinghouslOg facilityfaclhty near SitkaSltka High School for thethe-

Southeast
the-

SoutheastSoutheast area Natives who arearc to attend the integrated school..

The State Department ofofeducationeducation has entered a contract forfor-

design
for-

designdesign of the $1,450,0001450000$ , , expansion of SitkaSltka HighI hgh School to propro-pro-

vide
pro-

vide

¬-

vide the additional classroom space that will behe required .

The facilitiesfacllatles at Mt.. Edgecumbe are run down , to be sure , butbut-

Mr
but-

MrMr.. Hensley should recognizerecogOlze that the reason thatthdt funds to upgradeupgrJdeupgrJde-
them

upgrade-
themthem were cut off was to speed the transition to regional or locallocdllocdl-

schools

local-

schoolsschools for Native children .

Maybe it hasn'thasnt' had thatthJt effect , but surely the ATNArNAFN shouldshould-

conllnued

should-

continued( conllnuedcontinuedontlnued on page 12)12)


