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New home in Bethel. ..
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here,” Haines said.

The new home, donated by Im
perial Manufacturing of Portland,
Oregon, is an entirely panelized
structure, meaning the walls and
roof are preconstructed in the fac-
tory and joined together on site
Window holes are already con
structed into the panels, so no cut-
lINg IS necessary.

This procgss 18 s0 quick that in
only 17 hours of construction, the
builders were already putting tar
paper on the roof in preparation for
the metal roofing. They expect to
have the house completely finished
by the end of August.

BCS president George Peratro-
vich has also been visiting the site.
BCS provides social services, day
care, and mental health services for

Point Hope .
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volved. But these results are not
what one would expect, so it raises
flags. What else in the environment
could be responsible? We need to
continue investigating,” he said.

Some Pt. Hope residents suspect
leftover radioactive material from
Project Chanot experiments 1s the
most likely source of the cancer
problem. Even after the cleanup of
the Chanot site in 1993, the vast
majority of radioactive matenal
brought to the site has never been
accounted for, according to borough
officials. Borough Mayor George
Ahmaogak said he would like to see
local people have more control over
future research efforts.

low income clients, and the physi-
cally and mentally disabled. BCS
raises money by building low in-
come housing, renting office space
and by holding bingo fund raisers,

Petrovich said that Gump's situ-
ation was brought to his attention
by BCS employers who were work-
ing with her. It took several months
for BCS to gather enough donations
to start plans for the new home.

For Imperial, the project is not
only a chance to help out, but intro-
duce their building concept to Alas-
kans.

Building waste is very low since
there is basically no sawing, and
there are no nails. The panels are
built with a locking device inside
that looks like a hook and pin that
forms a tight bond.

“The locking device provides

Local residents have begun to
participate in the research loop, ac-
cording to NSB spokesman David
Harding. After the Chariot revela-
tions, a borough-sponsored commit-
tee of scientists recommended in-
stallation of an air monitoring sta-
tion at the village to track any
changes in radiation levels. The
U.S. Dept. of Energy agreed to fund
the equipment and carlier this
month, technicians from the Los
Alamos National Laboratory in-
stalled-a monitoring device at the
Pt. Hope City Hall. Residents will
operate the equipment and data will
appear on a local computer at the
same time it is transmitted to Los
Alamos for evaluation.

’

flexibility with strength,” said Al
Zell, Impenial's president, who flew
up to help assemble Gump's new
home. In the last Califormia earth-
quake, in neighborhoods where
other homes were flattened, Impe-
rial homes remained standing, said
Zell.

“If you compare stick frame
buildings to this, it doesn’t compare.
We can control everything at the
factory. Everything fits togéther,”
Zell said.

Some of the advantages of us-
ing this type of structure in rural
area like Bethel, Peratrovich said,
is that people can transport the
pieces up the nver to small commu-
nities and fish camps. Unlike stick
frame buildings, the walls are
lighter and fewer people are needed
to build it, which means building

costs are reduced. All that is needed
is one experienced supervisor and
a few laborers.

“Local people can install these
themselves with supervision and
heavy equipment is not required,
keeping money in the village,” Zell
said

The home is also engineered for
extremne climates. Impenial is famil-
iar with extreme conditions as they
have built several buildings for use
in Antarctica.

The panelized walls, floor, and
roof are injected with polyurethane
foam after assembly in the factory,
resulting in an R-42 rating for insu-
lation. Most homes are only R-
24. Also, the insulation also
won't hold water like regular fi-
berglass insulation does,

The house also features what is

called a Unhdoor. Under the house, bult
on pilings, the pipes will be attached to
the floor and surrounded by the same
type of insulate panels as the rest of the
house, protecting the pipes from freez-
ing. The same locking device will be
used so if there ever is a problem with
the pipes, a panel can simply be un-
locked and removed to allow inspec-
fon.

“This is a wave of the future
building,” said Haines. “We would
like to have a program similar to
Habitat, but its too small nght now.”

Peratrovich said that besides the
new home for Gump, BCS is also
working on preparing land in down-
town Bethel for offices, developing
7 acres for additional housing units,
and hopes to perhaps expand the use
of high quality housing by making
greater use of Impenal’s approach.
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COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Consider moving up to the eastside’s premiere office
building, Located just a half mile from the new Alaska
Native Medical Center, this fully serviced Class A office
space sublease features beautiful views,
over two acres of parking and a southern exposure.

From 1,500 to 6,250 square

(including ground floor smtes}at $1.35 per square foot.

CARLTON SMITH, AT 786-7314

feet available

Call

ANCHORAGE'S PREMIERE COMMERCIAL REALTORS 563'7733 WE BUY IT, SELL IT, AND LEASE IT LIKE NOBODY ELSE
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Florida Fly/Drive
Pack: l“es

Take advantage of this unique offer. Packages
starting at $647.50, include round trip air-
fare and a full size 4-door rental car. Best of
all, packages allow you to fly into any Florida
city served by Northwest Airlines and fly out
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of another. You can fly into Miami and fly out
of Orlando — into West Palm Beach, out of
Tampa — you decide where to go.

Call Now for Details
1-800-478-2700

or in Anchorage
266-6600

Sign me up today for a one year subscription to the
Tundra Times. Thank you for sending me a bill for $30.
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