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Hondieds ol people paid @ moving tibte o 1 hen Hopson on

\nwost 15 while Barcow celebrated Mavor | hen Hopson Day, The

Con
and riends aave Testimonials 1o Hopson's long
and N\

and visitors in e Barrow hioh school

serviee, Cliyig

INIRsn,

aressional and State leadership, Native ( orporate feaders, family

history ot public

alive h-.uh't-lull Lo o Lree crowd ol Barrowiles

e Nietic Slope Regional ( orporation, which dedicated thei

mard winning headguarters buildine i ceremonies the same

was the host Tor the celebration, Many hichly

day,

placed dignataries

spolke ol Hopson's vision and leadership in the Native movement, the

Tt Cire minpolar effort, in State (

sovernment, during the settlement

ol NlasKa Native Land claims, and in 1he oraanization and ||-.|(||-n~|||p

ol the North \h»'w Boroneh

Fhe Mavor and his wite, Rebecea and Hopson's parents,

My,

cathered to honor the veleran leader,

and Mis Al Hopson, swarmly ereeted notables and riends who

\ proclamation trom Governor Jay Hannmond was read which

dectined Nueost 15 1o be Mavon I hen ||n|n~n|| Dav™ in Alasha,

Routine passengers on the Wien Boeimne j1ets toand brom the waorld s

lavgest sKimo commumity were vory stprised to notice the Stale's

top political. husiness and Native leadership all travelling

Heht,
Conests
G

which metiuded b, tuekey, and Fskimo Toods,

joined handieds o) pecsons rom the communily for g

e the same

several ol who o nad come as L away as Washineton,

least

I'he salule 1o Hopson attracted <o many VLRSS 1o Barrow

that it took o spohesuian for the \retie Slope Regional Corporation

I3 mivutes to introduce them all,
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AFN grills
Sommerville

Although he apologized il some
Native community might have

offensive, State (
day refused o apologize for
sition (o federal oversight of
Alaska.

the
found some of his remarks

members of

ame Director Ron Sommerville Last 1

making them or tor his Oppo

fish and game management in

At issue was a speech Sommerville made on July S

to the Alaska Outdoor Association,

opposed  to subsistence

forth in current State policy

That speech prompted
Gov. Jay S. Hammond to
call for an investigation of
Sommerville's remarks,
which the Governor called
“at best inappropiiate and
at  worst inflammatory.”

Sommerville made his
stand before an angry meet-
ing of the board of dircctors
of the Alaska Federation of
Natives (AI'N) Friday after
noon.

Among
ments, Sommerville was e
ported saymg at that mect
ing that cfforts made on bhe
hall of subsistence repre
sented nothing more than a
“front to cover the unholy

other  state

amendments
legislation pending in Congress and,

4proup vociferously
contained o P2
apparently . as set

alhiance between the Natives
and the preservationists, ™
Sommerville and  his
Fish and Game Commissi-
oner Ron Skoog, have since

boss,

said those  reports were
erroncous  and  his  com-
ments before the associa-

tion were taken out of con-
text.

Sommerville  brought
to the AEFN special meeting,
a purported transeript of his

July 25 remarks, and that
transcopt dud ot contam
the exact phrase that was

reported Fhe transcnpt

however, contamed  nume
where

rous deletions

(See SOMMERVIL T

TV task force
sees bush needs

BY LAURY ROBERTS

A telecommunications
task ftorce has recommend
ed to Gov. Jay Hammond
that the three-ycar-old 1V
demonstration project con
tinue to be funded by the
State at the same level for
the next few years until
commercial broadcasters
can distribute the program-
ming instead

The state will have
stay in the telecommunica
tions business if bush com
munitics are (o receive tele-
vision m the
future

“The
make common sense,” said
Lt Governor Terry Miller,
head of the task foree.™ We
recognize the unique cin
cumstances of bush Alaska

o

programminyg
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Expansion ot 1V service

o rural communities s

compheated by several fa

tors: determmmyg o cntenn
for deadimg what villapes
and towns should be i hine
tor service,  whether  the

State should offer programs
n-competition with existing

cable compames: and who
will pick up the  cost

Ihe  Governor's office
ol Felecommunications

(GOTY was disbanded July

I and the project s now
sphit between  three  state
entities. The task toree ol
State officials and  private

broadceasters was tormed to

shape the future of TV
Alaska
Fhe  Department ol



