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Alaskan Jilinmfilmmakersfilmmakersreadykerskersreadyready . ttoto tackletackle
.

native . alcoholismdcoholismalcoh lism .

.

By BETSY BftENNEMANBRENNEMANBRENNEMAN-
Staff

BRENNEMAN-
StaffStaff WriterWrite-

rAlaskan
Write-

rAlaskanAlaskanlaskan filmmakersf11mmakers SarahSarah-
Elder

Sarah-
ElderElder and Leonard KamerlingKamerlingJKamerlingJ-
whiners

,.,
' '-

ribbon
r-

ibbon
'-

ribbon
r-

ibbon
'-

ribbonprize
'-

ribbon
r-

ibbon
'-

ribbonprize'win'nerswinnerswhiners of the blue
prize at the New York FilmFilm-
Festival

Film-
FestivalFestival for twotw years running ,
say they now feel ready to taketake-
on

take-
onon something they have alwaysalways-
want

always-
wantedwantedwant d to do-adoa- film.mmf. on Alaskan ',

native alcoholism .

In spite of the fact that thethe-
s

the-
subjectsubjects bject is controversialcontroversialandandand-
touchy

and-
touchytouchy , Sarah ElderElder ' says thatthat-
they

that-
theytheytheyrea.reare\rere\.

actively seeking fundingfunding-
and

funding-
andand that itif would be nice if oneone-
or

one-
oror more of the regional corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions wouldw uld take the project on .,

They are not interested in thethe-
usual

'

usual intelinte-inteintel-intelintel-

ectllal
intel-

lectual
!usualagencytypeagency-typeagencytype- , quick , ¬-

lectuallectllal, analyzation of the subsub-sub-

ject
sub-

ject
¬-

ject , but rather injn "aa" comcom-com-
passionate

com-
passionate

¬-

passionate look at itit ,." throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe eyes of one native comcom-com-
munity

com-
munity

¬-

munity , "so-"soso"sothe" -. the pain of thethe-
problem

the-
problemproblem can be out in thethe-
open

the-
openopen .:" '

She feels it is the biggestbiggest-
tragedy

biggest-
tragedytragedy affecting nativenatinativee peoplepeople-
today

people-
todaytoday and "nobodynobody" , can get

theirth ir hands on itit.. "" Their efforteffort-
would

effort-
wouldwould not be to pfoyide-pfoyidepfoyideaprovide-provideprovidea-- a solusolu-solu-
tion

solu-
tion

¬-

tion , but toto'
examine the probprob-prob-

lem
prob-

lem
¬-

lem through filmmm '
and sound asas-

realisticaJIy
as-

realisticallyrealisticallyrealisticaJIy as possible .
,"SomeSome"Some-"Some-

how
"Some-

how
" ¬-

how , if you look at thingsthings-
closely

things-
closelyclosely enough , you don'tdont' havehave-
to

have-
toto give a solution ," she says .

The film would be an attemptattempt-
toto face the problem and maybemaybe-
help

maybe-
helphelp in findingfmding ways peoplepeople-
could

people-
couldcould then deal with it , somesome-some-

thing
some-

thing
¬-

thing that Elder feels hasn'thasnthasn't-
been

hasn't-
been

'
been done enough ., in the past .,

She cites GambellGamb'eUGambeU' on St51.., LawLaw-Law-

rence
Law-

rence
¬-

rence Island where their prizeprize-

winners
prize-

winnerswinners , "AtAt" the Time ofof-
Whaling

of-
WhalingWhaling " and "OnOn"

., the SpringSpring-
Ice

Spring-
IceIce ,

,"" were filmedfmedfmed . Gambell hashas-
chosen

has-
chotenchosenchoten to go drvdrY because "theythey"they-
saw

"they-
saw

"
saw what the ' future was " ifif-

they
if-

theythey didn'tdidnt',, Elder says .

Kamerling and Elder-ElderElderalso-', , alsoalso-

have
also-

havehave recently received ,. a grantgrant-

from
grant-

fromfrom the Alaska State CouncilCouncil-

onon the Arts and the NationalNational-
Endowment

National-
EndowmentEndowment for the Arts to dodo-

aa filmf11m on Yupik Eskimo dancing .

. .-

Although
A-

lthough
.
Although they have a village

in mind where they would likelike-
to

like-
toto film , the people have not yetyetbeenbeen asked , and with the Kamer-KamerKame-
rlingElder

-.

"communitydeterminismling/ElderlingElder/ policy qfof "communitycommunity"
determinism "' ' this is a jivustmust,must-
before

must-
beforebefore the name of theth locationlocation-
can

location-
cancan be released to theth public ;:

The dance filmmm , scheduled toto-

get
to-

getgetget''" underway in December ,

excites Elder because she seessees-

it
sees-

itit not just as a film aboutabout-
Es

about-

EskimoEskimoEsEskimoimo dancing , but about howhow-

people
how-

peoplepeople feel about dancing, . TheTh-
ef

The-

m
The-

filmfilmfm willwill attempt to examineexamine-
what

examine-
whatwhat stimulates the composerscOl'nposerscOlnposerscOl'nposers-
to

composers-
to

'
to create new dance songs ,

how the childrenchildreh are taught toto-

dance
to-

dancedance , what it feels like toto-

dance
to-

dancedance in your first potlatch.andpotlatchandpotlatch ., andand-

what
and-

whatwhat it means to be a goodgood-
dancer

good-
dancerdancer by Eskimo standards .

Their most recent filmt11m is onon-

ice

on-

iceice fishingfish ng in the villagevilla a ofof-

Shungnak
of-

ShungnakShungnak and is in its finalfinalfinaleditedit-editedit-

ing
-.,

ing stages-stagesstagesnow-. now . TheTh filmfm , slatedslated-

for
slated-

forfor release this fall , was shotshot-

from
shot-

fromfrom October to December ofof-

last
of-

lastlast year and is the last of threethree-

fIlms
three-

filmsfilms financedfmanced by a grant from

IV
IVTT In

+ +p ' i Nrit4ut"artNrit4utart,
"

tWtW-

lMlM n

,

- - - -- - -- - '- - '" - ' --,
LEONARD KAMERLING ( leftIeftl) ,: SarahSarah Elder and AssistantAssistant'SoundpetSonAssistantSoundpetSon'

Soundperson Woodrow Malewotkuk take time outout-
from

out-
fromfrom filming in GamballGambelGambell! to pose for a rare moment on the other side of the camera .

the Ford Foundation and AtlanAtlan-Atlan-
tic

Atlan-
tic

¬-

tic RichfieldRicht eld .

The guiding principle of eacheach-
of

each-
ofof their filmsmms is what the pairpair-
call

pair-
callcallcall"community"communitycommunity" determineddetennineddetenmined ,,""
a complexc <?mplex concept used toto-

arrive
to-

arrivearrivearrivearriveatat both the vision andand-

method
and-

methodmethod of each filmmOl .,

Actual shootingshootingonon locationlocation-
isis preceeded by many meetings ,

both formalformalandand informal , withwith-
prospective

with-
prospectiveprospective villages . PreviousPrevio-

usf

Previous-
ms

Previous-
filmsfilmsfms are shown , discussion ofof-
what

of-
whatwhat the filmlmt hopes to do goesgoes-
on

goes-
onon at the village council meetmeet-meet-
ings

meet-
ings

¬-

ings and door to door . Then theth-
et

the-
mmakers

the-
filmmakersfilmmakerstmmakers leave . The villagersvillagers-

areare asked to make up their ownown-
minds

own-
mindsminds among themselvesthemselves-
whether

themselves-
whetherwhether or not theytheywantwantwant-
Kamerling

want-
KamerlingKamerling and Elder to helphelp-

them
help-

themthem record their way of life .

But that'sthats' only the beginning .,

After the filmmakersmmmakers move toto-

the
to-

thethe villagevi1la e they stick to a stanstan-stan-
dard

stan-
dard

¬-

dard of no filmingfming of peoplepeople-
for

people-
forfor one >. month . They shoot thethe-

environment
the-

environmentenvironment to get the villagersvillagers-
used

villagers-
usedused to

.,
seeing them with theirtheir-

equipment
their-

equipmentequipment and spend a lot ofof-

time
of-

timetime visiting and talkingtalkingaboutaboutabout-

what
about-

whatwhat the villagers want porpor-por-
trayed

por-
trayed

¬-

trayed andandwhatwhat the best way isI-

Sto

is-

toto go about itit.. "We'reWere" ' concancon-con-
stantly

¬.-

stantly asking for their help andand-

advice
and-

adviceadvice ,
" says Sarah Elder .

Through it all , she says , "wewe"we-

want
"we-

want
"

want the truth because we wantwant-
thelT

want-
theirtheirthelT participation .

"

As the audio tapes are
(,

rere-rere-

corded
re-

corded
¬-

corded , they are played in thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage and Elder , who is thethe-

sound
the-

soundsoundsoundrecordistrecordist , listensltstens andand-

watches
and-

watcheswatches closely how peoplepeople-
respond

people-
respondrespond to the tapes . FromFrom-

that
From-

thatthat she gets the general flavortlavortlavor-

of
flavor-

ofofofreactionsreactions to take back withwith-
her

with-
herher to the University of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
Center

Alaska's-
Center

'

Center for Northern EducationalEducatlonalEducatlonal-
Research

Educational-
ResearchResearch where , with the helphelp-
of

help-
ofofofaa translator , she edits thethe-

fIlm
the-

filmfilm and sound track ,.

The copyright of the comcom-com-
pleted

com-
pleted

¬-

pleted film is shared by KamerKamer-Kamer-
ling

¬.-

ling and the villagers , meaningmeaning-
I1)1I ) the people have controlcontroloveroverover-
the

over-
thethe filmnIl'nnIln' as joint owners , and 2)22)-

they
2)-

they
)

they get all the profits , KamerKamer-Kamer-
ling

Kamer-
ling

¬-

ling and Elder taking out onlyonly-
their

only-
theirtheir expenses . Profits go intomto anan-

educational
an-

educationaleducational trust fund for vilvil-vilvil-

lagers
vil-

lagers
¬-

lagers to use as they want..

The two are not new toto-

fIlmmaking
to-

filmmakingfilmmaking . Sarah Elder has anan-

M.F.A
an-

M.F.AM.F.AinMF.AinMFAinM.F.AMF.AMFA. . , ,. in cinematography , andand-
Kamerling

and-
KamerlingKamerling , who was a stillstill-

photographer
still-

photographerphotographer first , went to thethe-

London
the-

LondonLondon SchoolSchoolofof Film TechTech-Tech-

nique
Tech-

nique
¬-

nique . They met at an AmericanAmerican-
Film

American-
FilmFilm FestivalFestjvalFestjvalandFestivalandand found theythey-
had

they-
hadhad similar attitudes to filmsfmsffilms-

and
msms-

andand to people .

Then , both lived in AlaskanAlaskan-
villages

Alaskan-
villagesvillages before their filmmakingfIlmmaking-
began

filmmaking-
beganbegan . Elder was an S.O.SSO.SSOS. . .

teacher in Emmonak and KamerKamer-¬.-

ling was a VISTA volunteervO\\lnteervOlnteer\\ inin-

Kasigluk
in-

KasiglukKasigluk , living for a year inin-

Ambler
in-

AmblerAmbler asa5 well..

So both were familiar withwith-

village

with-

villagevillage life which Elder says waswas
,

extremely important .. It was thethe-

biggest
the-

biggestbiggest factor in knowing whatwhat-

to
what-

toto do with their films andand-

motivated
and-

motivatedmotivated them to10 go aheadahead-

since
ahead-

sincesince "anyany" films we hadhadseenseenseen-

were
seen-

werewere not very authenticauthen tic , theyIhey ,.

really didn'tdidnt' capture the emoemo-emo-

tional
emo-

tional
¬-

tional feeling of the villages .
"

Kamerling made a pilot filmlmtlmi-

n
film-

inin Tununak for the Center forfor-

Northern
for-

NorthernNorthern EducationalEdllcational, Research .
'

VillageVillager? Andrew Chikoyak waswas-

the
was-

the'producerthethe'producertheproducer
'-

producer
p-

roducer
'-

producer
p-

roducer
'

and it was the firsttrsttfirst-

try
rstrst-

trytry at community-determinedcommunitydeterminedcommunity-detcrmineddetcrminedcommunitydetcrmined-
fIlmsobviously

communitydetermined-
filmsobviously

--
films-obviouslyfilmsobviously- , it worked .

The Ford Foundation gavegave-

them
gave-

themthem a grant to make moremore-

communitydetermmed
more-

coniniunitydeterminedcommunity-determinedcommunitydeterminedcommunity-determmeddetermmedconiniunity-determinedconiniunity-- filmsfms anQninQn-

the
(in-

thethe major native culturescui tures in thethe-

state
the-

statestate . Kamerling and ElderElder-
decided

Elder-
decideddecided they wanted villagesvillages-

that
villages-

thatthat were more traditional ,

remote anda'nd' small so they couldcould-

get
could-

getget to know the people betterbelter .

Atlantic RichfieldRichl eld joined in111to11-

1with

to-

withwith funds for an editingedIting-
machine

editing-
machinemachine and the CommunityCommunity-
Enterprises

Community-
EnterprisesEnterprises Development CorCor-Cor-

poration
Cor-

poration
¬-

poration , which helps beginningbeginning-
small

beginning-
smallsmall native businessesbusmesses , lentlent-
them

lent-
themthem the . equipment ..

The two began with "AtkaAtka"Atka-

An

"Atka-

An

"
An AleutianAleutlan Village ,

" then on toto-

Gambell
to-

GantbeliGambellGantbeli , shooting about eighteight-

hours
eight-

hourshours of filmll11t mIn a two-monthtwomonthtwomonth-
pertoJ

twomonth-
period

-

periodpertoJ When they got hackbackhack-

to

back-

toto do the editingedltmg , they reali/.edreali.edreali.ededrealiledrealizedrealiled-

they
realized-

they
/.

they had two filmsfiletstlll1 insteadInsteadnfinsteadofofnfnf-

one

of-

oneone . "WeWe" just couldn'tcouldnt' cut outout-

all

out-

allall the good stuffsluff'""'' saysSJY l-lderllderI'ldIldt -' lderlder-

So
rr-

SoSo theyth y appealed to thethc 1IIorJIordorJordorJ-

FoundJtlOn
ord-

FoundationFoundationFoundJtlOn and got the oka\okaoka-

to
okaokayokay-

to
\)

to twotwn filmsImsfiletsI in11! thetheamesame\ameamesaute\ localoca-loca-

tion

¬.-

tionlion . Hencelienee ,. two
.

nationalI1Jtlon,1II1Jtlon1I, filmhintlhint-

awards
JmJm-

awardsawards .

They shot about the sameSJllleSJlll-
enumber

same-

numbernumber of hours of footagefootage-

inin111 ShungnakShungnJI. . hopinghopll1)hopll1)! that thevthcythenthcy-

might
then-

mightmight have two filmsthm ,. but itI-

tjust

it-

justjust didn'tdidnt' workworkoutout that waywaway-

this
}

this time .

The 35-mmute35mmute3S-IllInute3SIllInute35-minuteminute- film1rnt will be inIn-

color
in-

colorcolor with Englishlnglish: subtitles ,

similarsumlar in111 stylestyie to the twotwo-

GambelJ
two-

GambellGambellGambelJ films . However , it11 willwil-

lfeature
wil-

lfeaturefeature more talkingtalkmg aboutabout-

gener
about-

generalgeneralgener t life in Shungnak , a vilvil-vilvil-

lage

¬.-

lage on the Kobuk River eastcastcast-

of
east-

ofof Kotzebue , and has "beautifulbeautiful"beautiful-
scenes

"beautiful-
scenes

"

scenes ofof50-5050- weather ! "
Their films arearc distributeddistributed-

nati
distributed-

nationallynationallyn-atinati-
nally andand-

-

an-
d

andattract
-

attfactattract aawidCa
--

widC
w-

idC'- wide1wiwidC-

audietnce
l

audienceaudietnceaudi nce that Elder saysays cannotcannbtcannbt-
be

cannotcannot-

bebe isolatediiolated$ olat d . The rental fee inin-

AlasJ.qa

in-

Alasl.aAlaskaAlasJ.qaAlasJqaAlasl.aAlasla.. is extremely low , SIS155 ,.

andandftandit-ftft-itit- seems everybody fromfrom-

schools
from-

schoolsschoo'lsschools' , to corporations rentrent-
them.j

rent-

themthemthem.jthemj. , "InIn" 'nn' Alaska ," Elder says ,

"wewe" thargecharge only maintenancemaintenance-
costs

maintenance-
costscosts , because these are films forfor-

AlaskansAJaska'nsAJaskansAlaskansaska'nsaskans'
. "

CapitalCap tal Selection CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeworkshopsworkshops
r - r -,. , . I ,

Over 195195
.,

people in Juneau ,

35 in Ketchikan and 40 inin-

SHka
in-

SitkaSitkaSHka turned , out to attend thethe-

three
the-

threethree Capital Site SelectionSelection-
Committee

Selection-
CommitteeCommittee workshops held JulyJuly-

26th
July-

26th26th , Z7th27th and 28th in theirtheir-
cities

their-
citiescities . Each workshop was highhigh-high-
lighted

high-
lighted

¬-

lighted by extremely vocal reacreac-reac-
tions

reac-
tions

¬-

tions against the capital movemove-
and

move-
andand as expected a majority ofof-

the
of-

thethe ' questions directeddiIected to thethe-

committee
the-

committeecommittee concerned the potenpoten-poten-
tial

poten-
tial

¬-

tial costs .

In Juneau , Rep . Mike MillerMiller-
and

Miller-
andand Jim Duncan expressedexpres d concon-con-
cerns

con-

cerni
¬-

cernscerni that money spent for thethe-
capital

the-
capitalcapitalcapitalmovemove might take statestate-
and

state-
andand federal funds away fromfrom-

projects
from-

projectsprojects in Juneau , KetchikanKetchikan-
and

Ketchikan-
andand other cities . Other issuesissues-
brought

issues-
broughtbrought to the committee'scommitteescommittee's-
attention

committee's-
attention

'
attention were : What happenshappens-
after

happens-
afterafter the election ; what willwill-

be
will-

bebe the planning authority of thethe-

MatanuskaSusitna
the-

MatanuskaSusitnaMatanuska-SusitnaMatanuskaSusitna- BoroughBorough-

after
Borough-

afterafter the site-sitesiteis-- is selectedsele ted ; willwill-

the
will-

thethe move
'-

cause
c-ause'-

cause
c-ause'-

cause
c-ause' an adverseadverse-

effect
adverse-

effecteffect on the amount of federalfederal-
funds

federal-
fundsfunds availableavailable to AlaskaA1 ska ; andand-

what
and-

whatwhat benefits will be-bebederivedbe
',
-, derivedderived-

by
derived-

byby the state in opening up thethe-

western
the-

westernwestern Susitna Valley toto-

development
to-

developmentdevelopment if MtMt.. Yenlo isis-

selected
is-

selectedselected . In the non-economicnoneconomicnoneconomic-
area

---
area , Juneau residents alsoals quesques-ques-
tioned

ques-
tinned

¬-

tionedtinned the natural factors datadata-

as
data-

asas wellwellasas what the sociologicalsociologica-
lcharacter

sociologica-
lcharacter

:

character of the new city mightmight-

be
might-

bebe . ' .

"

,
<

In Ketchikan residents agaijiagarsagagars-

were
p;pw-

erewere concerned with the costscosts-
and

costs-
andand who would pickpic1. upupupwhatwhat

. - ., .,

part.. The committee carefullycarefully-
explained

carefully-
explainedexplained the cost categoriescategories-
and

categories-
andand how they were developeddeveloped-
asas wellwellasasas pointing out to KetchiKetchi-Ketchi-

'kan
Ketchi-

kan
¬-

'kankan' kan residents that the totaltotal-

cost
total-

costcost questionsqu stions and exact planplan-plan-

ning
plan-

ning
¬-

ning datadatawas'
was not yet developeddeveloped-

asas the .committeecommittee.,committee was onlyonly-

mandated
only-

mandatedmandated ,. to select sites andand-

the
and-

thethe prelirninarypreliminaryprelirhtinary cost data waswas-

developed
was-

developedidevelopeddeveloped\developedidevelopedatdevelopediat\; at the request ofoff thethe-

legislature
the-

legislaturelegislature ',
legislatureThe

The morem re detailed questionsquestions-
were

questions-
werewere containedcon lined in CSHBCSI-IBCSIIB- 801 ,

introducedintroduced\introducedby!\, by, the committee ,

but not passedpissedp ssed during the lastlast-

legislature
last-

legislaturelegislature .
t,
Rep . Terry GardnerGardner-

of
Gardner-

ofof KetchikanKetchiknKetchik n expressed his comcom-comcom-

munity's
om-omom-

munity's
¬-

munity'smunitys' concern over thethe-

potential
the-

potentialpotential move from Juneau asas-

well
as-

wellwell as what happened on 'thethe' thethe-
I

the-

legislature'slegislature'slegislaturesgislature'sgislaturesI ' unsuccesfulunsuccesful-
attempts

unsuccesful-
attempts

unsuccesful-
attemptsattempts to amend the capitalcapital-
rmove1or'ovee initiative during the lastlast-

sessIOn
last-

sessionsession .

j Sitka'sSitkas' Sen . Pete Meland feltfelt-

tne
felt-

thethetne new capital would become aa-

"permafrost
a-

"permafrost"permafrostpermafrost" Brasilia " and mostmost-
o

most-

otherotherootherher participants againagain-
expressed

again-
expressedexpressed concerns over costs .

HpweverH9weverHowever , some participants alsoalso-
asked

also-
askedaskedasked"what"whatwhat" does it cost to keepkeep-
the

keep-
thethe capital in Juneau/JuneauJuneauandJuneau /;","' and "willwill"vi11vi11"vi11-

th
"will-

that
".:

thatth t be more than the move . "

Undernder the terms of the relorelo-relrelo-
cation

¬-

cationcationCapitalSiteinitiative the Capital
SitbSite Selection

'

CommitteeCommittee-
selected

Committee-
selectedselected the three sites ofof-
Willow

of-
WillowWillow , Larson Lake and MtMiMt .

Yenlo , all in the Susitna Valley ,

to present to the voters onort the

- .i
November 1976 general ballot..

The site receiving the mostmost-

votes
most-

votesvotes willwilt , .becomebecome. the site forfor-

the

for-

thethe new capital . The initiativeinitiative-
further

initiative-
furtherfurther states that the legislaturelegislature-
will

legislature-
willwill provideprDvide for the planningplanning-

ofof the new capital city and thethe-

move
the-

movemove is to begin no later thanthan-

October
than-

OctoberOctober 1980 .

High violent deathdeathraterate . . . . ;

Continued from Page 1I

butable totD alcohol (acute alcoaIeoalco-alco-

holism
¬.-

holism , DTs , alcohol poisoning ,

etc . ) . Deaths due tot6 mentalmental-

illness
mental-

illnessillness are also classifiedclasstfedclasstf ed asas-

violent
as-

violentviolent although that categorycategory-

docs
category-

doesdoesdocs not figurefgure into the findingsffindings-

because
ndingsndings-

becausebecause of the difficultydlftcultydlftculty ofof-

getting
of-

gettinggetting those statistics and lackiackiack-

of
lack-

ofof systetnati/ationsystetnatiationsystematllationsystematisation/ .

Saying that there is a wholewhwhewh-

matrix
whole-

matrix

] e

matrix of psychological ,, socialsocial-

and
social-

andandandculturalcultural factors that under-underunder-
lie

under-
lie

under-
lie

-'

lie their findings , Kraus reportsreports-
that

reports-
thatthat for natives and non-nativesnonnatives- ,

chronic causes of death ( heartheart-

disease
heart-

diseasedisease , cancer , etc . ) is lowerlower-

than
lower-

thanthan 'thethe', nationalnillionalnillionalaveragenationalaverageaverage and isI-
Sremaining

is-

remainingremaining at about the Samesame-
level

'

levellevel.. However , violent deathsdeaths-
for

deaths-
for

'
for both groups are muchmuch-
higherhigher than the nationalnationalallall-allall-

races
all-

races
all-

races
-

races patternpat tern and arearc rapidlyrapidly-
increasingincreasingncreasing .

Within the native populationpopulatIon-
overover the 2525year25-year25year-yearyear- period , infecinfec-infec-
tious

infec-
tious

¬-

tious diseases have gone downdown-
markedly

down-
markedlymarkedly due to better healthheaith

care . Violence used to accountaccount-
for

account-
forfor the smallest numberumbern ofof-

Alaskan
of-

AlaskanAlaskan deaths . Today it isis-

responsible
is-

responsibleresponsible for 32 per centcencent-
of

tt-

ofof Alaskan mortality which isI-

SatYPical

is-

atypicalatypicalatYPicalofof thethc American patpat-patpat-
tern

pat-
tern

¬-

tern .

Since 1950] tJ50 , the divergencedivergence-

Inin death , by suicide betweenbetween-
the

between-
thethe nativfcnativenativ and non-nativenonnative- popupopu-popu-

lation
popu-

lation
¬-

lation has1has quadrupled andandnativenativenative-
sUicides

native-
suicidessuicides arearc now three timestimes-

more
times-

moremore frecfuentfrequent than the nationalnational-
average

national-
averageaverage . The non-nativenonnativenoo-natlvenoonatlve- rate ofof-

death

of-

deathdeath causedcauled! byhy accidents hashas-

also
has-

alsoalso decreaseddecreilsed while native acciacclacci-acci-

dental
¬.-

dental deaihsdeaths havehavc increasedincreased-

Native

increaincreased-

Native

<;eded-
II
.

Native femalefematcfemale/ deaths due toto-

suicide
to-

suicidesuicide have rapidly outout-outout-

numbered
out-

numbered
¬-

. numbered male suicidessUlcjdc\sUlcjdcsUlcjdcKrau\ . KrausKrauKraus-

attributes
<;

'
attributesattrlbules Ithis: thIs to changesc- 'hangesc-hanges in11111-

1lIving

in-

livingliving areasareaarealarealfront,
fromfront relativelyrelattvely safesalesale-

villages
safe-

villagesvillages to high-riskhighrisk- urban areas .

InJ n terms of each of thethe-

four
the-

fourfour majormajornativenativenative groups , Tlmgit-TlmgitTlmgltTlingit-TlingitTlmgit-

HaidaTsimpsian
Tlingit-

I

-.

Haida-TsimpsianHaidaTsimpsianlIalda-TsimpsianlIaldaI laid a-TsimpsianaTsimpsian- , AthabascanAthapascan .,

Northern Eskimo , and SouthSouth- ¬-

western . EskimoEsknno , general trendstrcnJtrends-
showshow that homicidehOIlJllde(; is decreasuccreadecreas-decreas-

ing

<; ¬.-

ingmg inmto southeastsoulheast AlaskaAla <; ka whilewhile-

alcohol
while-

alcoholalcohol deathsdeath therether areMe thethe-

highest
the-

highesthighest in the statestate-
With

stastate-
With

tete-

WIthWith AthabascansAlhabJ am leadinglcadln ! inIIIIII-

aJl

in-

allallaJl other causes otof violentvtlcnt]) deathoeathoeath-

orthcrn
,

Northern\orthcrnorthcrn\: Eskimosbkm10s usually arelrclrc-
seLOnd

are-

second
<

secondseLOnd , riingit-llaidd-'lsiinpshianriingitllaidd'lsiinpshianlsiinpshianflingitIlaidaIsunpshtanrJingttflingit-IlaidaflingitIlaida.lIaloJ.1lIaloJ.1lIaloJ1-. .lIaloJ.1llI1p-. -IsunpshtanIsunpshtan'-Isunpshtan-
third

\llI1pllI1p\ llIanllIan-

thudthirdthud , and SouthwesternSoulhwe\ternSoulhwetern\ 1-skimo1skimohktrnqI-skintoIskintohktrnq-
fourth

Iskinto-
fourth

-

fourth . Because the Aleut popupopu-popu-
latIon

popu-
lation

¬-

lation is so smallsmaJl , KrausKrall'> preferspreterprefer',
not to useu e those statisticsstatl tlCS as.11.as-

significant
<;

significantsignlficanl comparablecom para hie datadaladata-
He

dala-

lIe
data-

IleHelIeIle feels that the accidentaaccident-

rate
CldentCldent-

raterate is going up sharply lorforfoorfor-

natlve

foo-

rnativesnativesnatlve due to alcohol , and thatthat-

the
that-

thethe influence of
"' alcoholalcoholon, on thethe-

other
the-

otherother causescau cs ofofviolentviolent deathdeathI-

Sis pervasive althoughalthoughualthoughusuallyusuallyuusually-

difficult
<; uallyually-

difficultdifficult to pinpoint ..

One can only speculate onon-

reasons
on-

reasonsreasons why theIhe AthabascansAthabascamAthahascansAthabascam-
lead

Athahascans-
leadlead the native groups in111to vioVIO-VIOVI-
Olent

vio-

lent
¬-

lent deaths , says<;ays KruusKrausKruu . Helielie-

guc
lie-

guessesguessesguc <; es it has somethingol11ethlng<; toto-

do
to-

dodo with heavy aculturationaClllturation, andand-

Continued

and-

tContlnued

and-

ContinuedContinuedtContlnued( on Page 6)6)


