1II
||__|

Bethel

by Jay Barret, KYUK
reprinted with permission from

YKHC Messenger

Over 50 Bethel residents “walked
their talk™ Dec. 5 at the Kuskokwim
College's town meeting on what to do
about problem drinking in Bethel.

Organized by KuC's Gerri Sumpter,
and moderated by the Yukon Kusko-
kwim Health Corporation’s Orie Will-
lams, the event at the Yup'ik Cultural
Center drew a concerned and vocal
crowd.

Williams said the meeting was not
called to debate the dry vote or being
wet or dry. “That's been decided,” he
said. The meeting was called on-.the
assumption that Bethel has an alco-
hol problem, he added.

Going from that premise, the top-
ics covered concern for teens and their
education on alcohol, public drunk-
enness near schools, making it harder
for bootleggers to do business, reha-

bilitation, changing possession laws,
and support for recovering alcoholics.

Stopping bootleggers, though, be-
came the focus, with suggestions

ranging from asking the city and state
governments to pass laws that would
make it easier to arrest bootleggers,
to police or residents following known
“bootlegging” cabs to the homes of
bootleggers.

Said one man, “just have police fol-
low the black cabs with the yellow let-
tering to the bootlegger's home, You
might not be able to arrest them, but
you'll stop them from selling.”

Many in the group were surprised
to hear several statistics from Police
Chief Chris Liu concerning bootleg-
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ging. One was that it takes a very long
time, with many involved steps to
make a bootlegging arresl. Another
was that Liu's department had tried
35 times this year to make undercover
bootlegging buys — and all of them
failed. He said, “Bootleggers are reluc-
tant to sell to people they don’t know.’

Many resolutions came from the
meeting: ideas and suggestions that
could make bootlegging harder, such
as establishing a centralized impor-
tation site where all liquor must pass
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and be taxed belore it can be picked
up. Another I8 toask the City Council
to pass an ordinance restricting the
type of container aleohol is imported

sally plastic, as bootleg-
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gers prefer plastic bottles of vodka.
The t's most significant reso-

lution was to ask the City Council to

authorize and find two more police
officers to concentrate on alcohol in-
terdiction,

That, Liu said, would allow his de-
partment to do a better job in solving
the visible alcohol problem. He said it
would cost taxpayers about 100-thou-
sand dollars a year.

Very little talk, however, was di-
rected at curing the under-lying alco-
hol problem: why some people have a
need o drink, causing the demand
that fuels the supply from bootleggers
and creates public drunkenness.

Some there had to point out to oth-
ers that an alcoholic needs to want to
change and that morality and need
could not be legislated.

Ancther meeting is planned for De-
cember, when the group will discuss
progress on their resolutions. The date
and time will be announced later.
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THE AFN SOBRIETY MOVEMENT

celebrates 1995!

Through the collective and unwavering support of our
sponsors, the AFN/SM was able to accomplish the
following;

* Achieve its first year of self-sufficiency (raising over
$70,000)
* Travel and give presentations in over 40 communities
throughout Alaska and the Lower 48
* Collect over 3,500 sobriety pledge signatures from men,
women and children
* Host its second successful sobriety dance during the
annual AFN Convention (raising over $4,000)
* Submit written public testimony in support of the
Alaska Natives Commission Report during joint
congressional hearings in Washington, D.C.
* Play a major role in getting the State of Alaska and the
statewide Native community to establish and recognize
the month of March (1995-96) as SOBRIETY
AWARENESS MONTH (a.k.a. SAM).

The AFN Sobriety Mcﬂr ament Council would like
to thank all the organizations who contributed so
generously to its 1995 campaign!

Polar Bear ($5,000 %11115): a2

Cook Inlet Region, Inc. ~|dian Health Service

Exxon of Alas s _duthcentral Foundation

Raven ($1,000 plus):

Afognak Native Corp. Alaska Village Electric Co-Op

Alaska State AFL/CIO (In-kind) Afctic/Slope Regional Corp.
Bristol Bay Native Corp. SKW Eskirhos; Inc.

Downtown Deli'&'Cafe ARC.

National Bank of AjdSka {Regional Conp.

Hickel InvestmentACt michotage Community
Yukon-Kuskokwiit ip

Sea Lion ($500 plig _, o

AK Native Alcohdl Recov bal Council

UIC Foundation, Ing = “F | Bank of Anchorage
Livingston Slonte; Inc%_ Kaw A

'lj\d}an Community

-tJ%;

Norton Sound
(NSHC)

He Corp. MetldKatla
Bering Straits Mﬂﬁﬁ Corp.

Caribou ($250 plus):
Mr. & Mrs. Condon
Sea Otter ($100 plus):
Alaska Council on Prevention Alaska Sales & Service
(Staff) Law Office of Aileen Smith
Alaska Village Initiatives (In-kind) Gold's Gym
Donald Dapevich Wilson Justin
| ].C. Penne NSHC Recovery Center & Staff
Sealaska Corp. Tundra Times
Sobriety is a LIFESTYLE, which thousands
of Alas have claimed and en;

~ and
from which all society benefits. This i;oliday
season, give (live) the gift that keeps on
giving ~ Sobriety: a Fositive, healthy
productive way of life, free from the
devastating effects of alcohol and drugs.

MERRY CHRISTMAS .
_ AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR!




