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(Continued from Page 1)11)-

The

)
:: ::o:
4ilijixy The world first learnedleartledlearned: ofQf the 'existence'existence oofJnorthwesternoJnorthwestern, northwestern
! : AmefAmericaca asaas&, the resultresultofresult'ofresult-ofresultof-'-ofof the ''voyagevoyage of VVitustus Beringeringin

,
in 1741-

Over
1741-17411741-

i

--.
'

:i 1i1j: Over the next EjOQOFO years , its coastlinecoat1ine; ., waSwas .,.moremore fullyfully defined ,

!: ::1:111: : and names were applied by exploexplorersexplorersts and navigators to itsits-

harbors
,

:i: ::1j1j:
..harborsharbors *, bays , anclanqandandotherother features ..'' MuchMuchMuchofof ththe interior was tototo-

remain:: :: remain unknownunknown to the world forfor anotheranother hhundredhndredhundredyearshundred'yearsndred -'-yearsyears'years .
111 11 Geographic ,. features ofof the .'

land werewere alreadyalready- 'knownalready- knownalready- 'knownalready- known'
known andand-

ii11 111

°. named , of course, by people whowho.wouldwhowouldllgg ..wowo.wouldwouldld in , timtimetime'becometimebecome""becomebecome' '

become , ,.

::: : known as-Alaska'sasAlaska'sAlaskasas/Alaska'sas'Alaska's'EskimosasAlaskasEskimos-/' ' 'Eskimos'Eskimos , IndIndiansans ; andnd AAleutsAeutseuts . It was - andand-

had11 1 1 had been forfor'thousand-

s

forthousand-

s'

thousands of ,
yearsyearsyearstheir----theirtheir- their homeland .

11:1:1:111111: : : But the world'sworldsworld'sworlds' knowledgeowl dge of ''thesethese Americans - as 'they'theythey-

were11 1 i: were appropriatelyapprqpriatelycalled.,.calledcalled by their first foreignpreign visitorsvisitorswas--waswas'Was'waswas-

but1:1:1:1111111: : : but slowlyslowlyslowlyacquiredacquiredlacquired .., Their existenceexistenc ':, andan9.
their , lifeways

:::::: became known to the world only through the eyes of foreignforeign:1:-

1:1j
foreign-

voyagers::1:1:1j111j:1:1:1jvoyagers: : : voyagers , fur trappers , miners , missionaries , and others . It isis-

i

is-

necessaryi: : 1i1inecessarynecessary to draw upon their observatiobservationsns gathered over a '

11111111century: century andandaa hahhairhahr'pther-.-r-'ptherr'ptherpther.; .-. ',pther.TetherTether with later researchresearcl-researclresearclto'portray.?- , toto'portray-
the

toportrayto'portray-'-portrayportray
1 ::11: the people of AlaskaAlask beiorebmorebefore the arrival of the first Russians inin-

the::::::f. the mid-1700'smid1700's1700s- ' .
:::::::

j1j1j1jij1j1j1jiAlaskaAlaska was then the home ( Accordingccording to James Mooney )
rrof::1:111:1:1of: of an estimated 74,00074000, ., Eskimos , Indians , and-.Aleutsand.Aleutsand.AleutsAleutsand-'Aleuts'Aleuts--:;' .

. . TheyThey-
belonged1i1They1i111i belonged to one or anotheranothc.ranothcr. of several dozen linguistic andand-
cultural::::::: culturalcultW'alcultWal' groups . Each group lived in identifiable geographicf-

1

geographic-
regions

geographic
f1 @ regions . To varying degrees ,; the

' ''-
groups

g-

roupsgroups ' territories werewere-
recognized::1:1:1111:1:1:1recognized: : recognized and respectedres-pectedrespected- by others . To the extent theytheycouldtheycould-
support

,could
1111111 : support life , the accessible lands and waters were used andand-

occupied
and-

r::::::r occupied by these native inhabitants .

1 11 Most Aleuts lived in coastal villagesviJlages on islands namednamed-
after1:111: : after thethem stretching 1,0001000, miles across the North Pacific .

::::::: Some few lived at the lower endend'ofendof' of the ''AlaskaAlaska ''PeninsulaPeninsula.
1 1 111j The populationpq.pulationpqpulationpgpulation. of aboaboutt 15,000150005OOO, Aleuts lived in numerousnumerous-

small
numerous'

:::::::: small villages , most of whichwhichwerewhich-werewhichwere-.-werewere llocatedlcatedcated on the Bering SeaSea1i1-

111

Sea-

side1i1111 side of the islands . One island , Umnak , once had 16 villages .

111111 : A typical village was made up of six or seven ..houseshouseshouses ; eacheach-
household:::::: household consisted of 20 to 30 people who were related toto1-

1111i

to-

one11111i11111ioneone another . Their houses were half underground and ', cover-
ed

cover-
ed

covercover-¬-

:::::.: ed with a warm dome of sod .

1111 Every village with its cluster of houses hhadad its own sea
::1:1:1111:.""II}:,} hunting areasareas'', which had to be rrespectedspected by other villages-

Use
villages-

Use
villages-villages. -.

1:1i:311i3: : :} Use of these areas without permission meant war .

1
; 11 Adult men hUhuntedhuntedseals1t ddsealsseals , seasea lions , andandd whwhalesles in the openopen-

sea;:::::11 sea from kayaks , perhaps the most seaworthy of watercraft .
11111 : :,Rootsoots , berries , birds , andandandeggseggs were available on the landland . TheThe1i-

11

The-
food*1i11:Zee-

who
food resources of the AleutsAleut were so abundant that anyone

:::::::: who could walk , young ''ororor old , could survive by gatheringgathering:1:-
1:1j

gathering-
food::1:1:1j111j: : : food from the beaches and the reefsreefs .

1111 1 The material culture of the Aleuts incincludedded 30 kinds ofof-

different, \ 1 different harpoon heheadsdsdsand-,and-and a great variety ?ofCf netsnets and ddartsts .
:{::: Rainproof clothes mademade of sea mammal gut and woodenwooden hatshats-

often
hats

;11 1 ( often higlhighlyhigl1y1y decorated ) werewere'usefulwereuseful' useful in thisthis rainy and foggyfoggy-
territory111

.....
11i

..

terrterritorytory . Baskets of finely woven grasses were , used forformanymanymany-
purposes::::::: purposes .
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ManMan and woman of UnalaskaUnalaslw , 1780's1780s' 1j:11j1: : :
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' Alaska State Museum ,. JuncauJuneau ( Lutke'iLutkeiLutke'sLutkes' Voyages ) $m11;! !

Aleut hunters in kayaks
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:::0: PHOTO CREDITS FOR PAGE ONE : Russian portraits of Koniag 1: :@ .

$::1111; Man and Women of the 1980's1980s' . From the Alaska StatState Museum , : : : :

<(::::§ Sarychev'sSarychevs' voyages . The two on ','thethethe far right arefire Kotzebue SoundSound-
ilp

Soundsti-

4ti

::::::::

tsti4tiilp1 :: Eskimo'sEskimosEski1Q'sEski1Qs'! '
'
of the I820'sI820s1820's1820s' . From the Alaska State Museum , VonVon-

Kotzebue's
1 1 1

1

:* : Kotzebue'sKotzebues voyages .L;: X . xx-

DentaliumDentalium andandamberamber were so highly prized for ornamen-
tal

ornamenornamen-ornamen11¬- 11 11

tal purposespurposes the Aleuts used
''-

and
a-

nd
them in trade . Their trade took jj-

them
:::

them great distancdistancess .,- and there was always risk , for ththeythyy ji11YY-

mightmight run into enemies on ,the way , ::?::::''ss's-

TheThe Aleuts also had1had' considerable knoknowledgeknowledgeledge of the ::::11:%

Humanliuman body . They had surgeonssttrgeons who could perform opera-
tions

operaopera-opera111111¬- 111111111-

111tionstions , and they skillfully eembalmed;nbalm d the dedeadd before respect-
fully

respectrespect-respect:1:1:1¬- ::1:1:1111: : ' -
fully burying

.

them
.

in caves ;.; 1

1 1
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./ WendellWendeR Oswalt .:;' AlaskanA1askanA3askan Eskimos , 19671967-
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