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\ Veteran ; Inupiat ,leaderIe ddrr retires ,from TNHA\TNHATNHA

'

\

One ofofourour most valuedvaluedresourcesTesourcesresources inin-

leadership\ leadership retired last November !; JosephJoseph-

Upicksoun

Joseph-

UpicksounUpicksoun servedservedasas a TagiugmiulluTagiugmiullu-
ss
\ Nunamiullu Housing Authority pTNHATNHA )
\ commissionercommissicommissionerer from itsi15 inceptioaininception.ininceptionin. 1,9741974W74, . HeHe-

was

He-

waswas instrumentalinstrumental in its creation as an IndianIndian-

housing

Indian-

housinghousing authority to provide home ownerowner-owner-
ship

owner-
ship

¬-

for the betterbetter-better-
I

better-

ment
.

shipshipopportunitiesopportunities necessary ¬-

I ment of the people of the North SlopeS19pe ,.

1'tt'tWhen'
i When oil companies and outside interinter-inter-

ests

inter-

ests

¬-

ests began encroaching on Inupiaq landslands-

in

lands-

inin 19611 % I , they were met by the ArcticMctic SlopeSlope-

Native

Slope-

NativeNative AssociationAssocia.tion. ofofwhichwhich UpicksounUpicksoun-

waswas the first president.. As other NativesNatives-
around

Natives-
aroundaround the state were feeling the effectseffects-

of

effects-

ofofofoutsideoutside interests in the controlcontrolandand useuse-

of

use-

ofof their tribal lands , Upicksoun , with otherother-

Natives

other-

NativesNatives from around the state , formed thethe-
Alaska

the-

ilaskaAlaskailaskaAlaska Federation of NativesNatives to pursuepursue-
what

pursue-
whatwhat is now the Alaska NativeNative'ClaimsNativeClaimsNative'Claims-
Settlement

'ClaimsClaims' Claims-
SettlementSettlement Act (ANCSA ) . TO further propro-¬-

tect the Inupiaq'sInupiaqsIpupiaq'sIpupiaqs' traditional lands ,

Upicksoun led his people to create thethe-

t'jorth

the-

NorthNortht'jorthtjorth' SlopeSl pe Borough , a municipal govgov-gov-
ernment

gov-
ernment

¬-

ernment..

Upicksoun is a vice president at thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic Slope Regional Corporation , estabestab-estab-
lished

estab-
lished

¬-

lished under ANCSA . He has been instruinstru-instru-

mental

instru-

mental

¬-

mental in leading ASRC to become thethe-

state's

the-

state'sstate'sstates' most profitable Native CorporationCorporation-
without

Corporation-
withoutwithout forgetting the sacred nature ofof-
Inup'iaq

of-
InupiaqInupiaqInup'iaq

'
lands andandcultureculture .

Upicksoun has represented the needsneeds-

and

needs-

andand interests of his people forforforoverover 3535-

years
35-

yearsyears ,. HelieIle has dedicated his life to hishis-
people

his-
peoplepeople and yet has never sought publicpublic-

positions

public-

positionspositions of power and prestige . AccordAccord-Accord-
ing

Accord-
ing

¬-

ing to TNHA executive director Robin J .

BannerDanner , Upicksoun is a mentor whowho-
possesses

who-
possessespossessespossesses great wisdom , patiencepatiepatiencece andand-

foresight

and-

foresightforesight..

"JoeJoe" is a humble man . He is a leader

interestedI
int rested in passing along hishihiq legacy ofof-
le.adership

of-
leadershipleadershiple.adership

. , not his own name . He isis-
gentle

is-
gentlegentle in correcting others and

,
generousgenerous-

inin bringingbrit1ging them along in their own rolesroles-

as

roles-

asas leaders . In a word , Joe Upicksoun is aa-

visionary

a-

visionaryvisionary , " said Danner .

As a TNHA commissioner , UpicksounUpicksoun-
has, has encouraged the growthgrowthofof future leadlead-lead-

ers

lead-

ers

¬-

ers. Heenvisioned the invaluable decisiondecision-
toto contract the North Slope Borough toto-
administer

to-
administeradminister TNHA'sTNHAs' programs andandservicesservicesservices-
along

services-
alongalong with their own housing programs .

This decision has led to greater deliverydelivery-
ofof housing services for the entire NorthNorth-

Slope

North-

SlopeSlope . In addition , Upicksoun has advoadvo-advo-
cated

advo-
cated

¬-

cated a proactive approach to solvingsolving-

housing

solving-

housinghousinghousingneedsneeds .

While Upicksoun has encouragedencouraged-
TNHA's

encouraged-
TNHA'sTNHA'sTNHAs'' use of the U.SUS. . Department ofof-

Housing

of-

HousingHousing and Urban Development OIUD(HUDIHUD))

programs , he hashas also prompted TNHA to

find other solutions to its regional nneedseds ,.

He provided couragecourage when TNHATNHTNHATNHAenenen-enen-
deavored

en-
deavored

¬-

deavored to becomebecomesbecome'lbecomelbecome'labecomesa!
'

a mortgage lehderlederleder-
aqd

le?derder-
andandaqd to implement a hands-onhandsonandsands-onandson--on technicaltech1icaltech1ical-
assistance

technicaltechnical-

assistanceassistance program . He has beenbeen a sourcesosource-
of

rcerce-
of'stabilityof'stabilityofstabilityof 'stability and diligencediligencediligience in providingprovidingIproviding-
housing

providing-
housing

I

housing solutions for TNHA'sTNHAsTNHA'sTNHAs'' Native andand-
nonNative

and-
nonNativenon-NativenonNative- low income residents .

Joseph UpicksounUpicksountUpicksounist\i is an exampleexampIexampleof; ofof-

strong

of-

strongstrong Native leadershipleadersh1p to be emulatedemulated-

by

emulated-

byby present and future Readers1eadersleaders . AlthoughAlthough-
hehe will be sorely missedmiss d , he retires withwith-
the

with-
thethe knowledge that heheChas.hashasChas., succeeded inin-

"bringing

in-

"bringing"bringingbringing" along " the next generation ofof-

leadership

of-

leadershipleadership .

Editor'sEditors' Note : This article is reprintedreprinted-
with

reprinted-
withwith permission from DreamDr am Catcher , thethe-

U.S

the-

U.SU.SUS. . Department of HousingHOU1ing and UrbanUrban-

Development

Urban-

DevelopmentDevelopment Office of Native AmericanAmerican-
Programs.ProgramsPrograms., newsletter,, which is publishedpublished-

quarterly

published-

quarterlyquarterly by Northwest ONAP .

Adoption is a matter to be takentakenseriouslyseriously
ContinuedCotlrtuedContinued,. frompage 22-

lies

2-

lies

2-

lieslies ! These names are critical to our concon-con-

tinuance

con-

tinuance

¬-

tinuance as Tlingit people and belong toto-
our

to-
ourour children andandourour children'schildrens' children .

Too many children have not been givengiven-
Tlingit

given-
TlingitTlingit family names . Too many adults mymy-

age

my-

ageage have no idea whether that have aa-

Tlingit

a-

TlingitTlingit name or how to obtain their birthbirth-birth-
right

birth-
right

¬-

right..

Why do we give to non-NativesnonNatives- whatwhat-

we

what-

wewe cannot seem to giveiogive10give t't so50 many overover-¬-

looked young people ? How can we claimclaim-

that

claim-

thatthat our young people are the most imim-imim-

portant

im-

portant

¬-

portant thing to us when we do this toto-
them

to-
themthem ? Do we only refer to them as thethe-

most

the-

mostmost important part ofofourour culture whenwhen-
itit comes to shares in a corporation ? WhatWhat-

about

What-

aboutabout their traditional and tribal birthbirth-birth-

rights

birth-

rights

¬-

rights? InsteadInsteadofof putting effort into givgiv-givgiv-

ing

giv-

ing

¬-

ing our clan names to non-TlingitnonTlingit- people ,

let'slets' put effort into taking care ofofourour ownown-
people

own-
peoplepeople first..,

What it means andand-
does

and-
doesdoes not mean to be adoptedadopted-

AtAt the two potlatches jtm
ZZSitkaSitka , a largelarge-

number
large-

numbernumber ofofnonTIingitofnonTlingitnon-TlingitnonTlingitnon-TIingitTIingit- people werewere-
adopted

were-
adoptedadopted . One woman was being adoptedadopted-
after

adopted-
afterafter 20 years of friendship and service toto-
the

to-
thethe Tlingit community ,. When she sawsaw-
how

saw-
howhow trivial the basis was for others to bebe-

adopted
be-

adoptedadopted , she felt the meaning of herher-

adoption

her-

adoptionadoption had been minimized , and I concon-con-

curred

con-

curred

¬-

curred . The Kiksadi clan chiefchiefofof Sitka , AlA-
lPerkins

A-
lPerkinsPerkins , expressed to me that non-TlinnonTlinnonTlinnon-Tlin-non-nonnonTlin-
git

-Tlin-TlinTlin-

git

¬-

git adoptions are a very real concern , andand-
that

and-
thatthat protocolprotocolmeetingsmeetings are now addressaddress-address-

ing

address-

ing

¬-

ing this issue . Some "genericgeneric" " names cancan-
be

can-
bebe given to adoptees without giving awayaway-
clan

away-
clanclan names to non-TlingitsnonTlingits- andandcancan easeease-
this

ease-
thisthis loss ofofclanclan names .

In addition , explaining what adoptionadoption-

means

adoption-

meansmeans also helps .

Adoption of non-TlingitsnonTlingits- is simplysimply-
honorary

simply-
honoraryhonorary . It does not make the individual

Tlingit.. Tlingit people are those who areare-

born

are-

bornborn Tlingit.. In some rare cases , thosethose-

who

those-

whowho are raised Tlingit and live Tlingit areare-
provided

are-
providedprovided a status by the clan because ofof-
their

of-
theirtheir immense knowledge of the culture .

In general , adoptionadoptionisadoption-isadoptionis-isis-- honorary andand-

gives

and-

givesgives the adoptee no status in the clan .

An adoptee has no righttight to wear clanclan-
crests

clan-
crestscrests other then Eagle or Raven as a gengen-gen-
eral

gen-
eral

¬-

eral rule , and then only at Tlingit funcfunc-func-

tions

func-

tions

¬-

tions . (Rare exceptions are approved byby-
the

by-
thethe clan leaders , not by a family .

.))
An adoptee cannot exploit their adopadop-adop-

tion
adop-

tion

¬-

tion bybywritingwriting about being Tlingit, crecre-cre-

ating

cre-

ating

¬-

ating Tlingit art as TlingitT1ingit or holding pubpub-pub-
lic

pub-
lic

¬-

lic displays as TlingitT1ingit .

An adoptee cannot introduce themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

¬-

selves as TlingitTIingit.. WhenWhel\WhelWhelcalled\ called to introduceintroduce-
themselves

introduce-
themselvesthemselves , they should introduce themthem-them-

selves

them-

selves
¬-

selves by what they are in actuality . AnAn-

adoptee
An-

adopteeadoptee cannot use the name given toto-
them

to-
themthem at adoption as their name of ideniden-iden-
tity

iden-
tity

¬-

tity .

,

I Winoointerinterer [arnivalarnival-
i

arnival-

peciai pecialpecia
peciafrom

from $14.0014.001400$1414$ .0000O-
neOne bedroom suite with or without kitchen ., Based onon-

single
on-

singlesingle or double occupancy ., Valid February 14 - 23 1997199-

7SUITESUITE & CAR PACKAGEPACKAGEs-
tartingstarting at only :

$94.0094.009400$94.00O-
ne

$ .
One Bedroom Suite and Economy Car fromfrom-

NationalNational Interrent..

Basedased on single or double occupancy ., plus roomla\roomlaroomlaOptionalroom ta\tataOptional\ ,. Optional LDW ,
PAl , GAS not Included MuMustt be 212 t . Valid drivers license ., majormajor-

credit
major-

creditcredit cardcar-

dVideo.VideoVideo.* Cassette Players ., Cable T.VTV. . & 000HBO
* Comptiment3ryComplimentary Continental Breakfast

* Courtesy 24 .- Hour Airport Shuttle
* Coffee Makers in Every Suite

* Free Local Phone CCtllslIs
* Free ParkingPark-

ingExecutiveExecutive Suite11.111111. . ..... .....
800-770-63668007706366- -

4360 Spenard Rd . , Anchorage AK .
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Tribal-Tribal- rhetoric cools
ContinuedCortlifllledJromfrom page II-

Speculaion

I-
Specula

I-
SpeculaionSpeculaionSpecula ion varies as to why the SenaSena-Sena-

tors
Sena-

tors

¬-

tors have shifted their position . Many obob-obob-
servers

ob-
servers

¬-

servers doubt the state will succeed inin-

its

in-

itsits bid for a hearing before the SupremeSupreme-

Court

Supreme-

CourtCourt . In that case , the immediate , andand-

most

and-

mostmost importantimpo ant , court battle is all butbut-
over

but-
overover and legislative measuresmeasur S to define ,

.ratherrather. than deny , tribal powers and juju-juju-

risdiction
ju-

risdiction
¬-

risdiction might be seen as the only lele-lele-

verage

le-

verage

¬-

verage left to tribaltribalrightsrights opponents .

In any casetase , there'stheres' a longlongwayway to gogo-
before

go-
beforebefore the fullfulleffecteffect of the . Venetie dede-dede-
cision

de-
cision

¬-

cision is felt in Alaskan villages . In an inin-inin-

terview

in-

terview

¬-

terview with Tundra Times last Friday ,

Knowles reiteratedreiterat d his belief that thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Native Claims Settlement Act propro-pro-
vided

pro-
vided

¬-

vided a viable means to promote villagevillage-

economic

village-

economiceconomic independence , and that state-statestate-
chartered

state-
chartered

state-
chartered

-

chartered cities and boroughs affordedaffordafford-
a f,f-aa workableworkaQle structure for local self-govselfgovself-gov-selfgov-
ern

selfgov-
ernance

- ¬-

ernanceernernancence . He acknowledged the municimunici-municimunici-

pal

munici-

pal

¬-

pal model might warrant some changes .

It is unclear exactly what expectationsexpectations-
thethe state might bring to talks on defindefin-defin-

ing

defin-

ing

¬-

ing , rather than denying , tribal power .

However , Knowles said he is particularlyparticularly-
concerned

particularly-
concernedconcernedconcernedaboutabout taxation and fish andand-

hh

game management..

Babbitt'sBabbitts' special representative inin-
Alaska

in-
AlaskaAlaska , Deborah Williams , said "TheThe"" dede-dede-

partment

de-

partment

¬-

partment has not yet determineddeterminedwhatwhat itsits-
position

its-
positionposition will be if the Supreme CourtCourt-
decides

Court-
decidesdecides to hear (the Venetie appeal)) !!"'.'She indicated that Interior would behebe-

willing

he-

willingwilling to participate in tribal definitiondefinition-

discussions

definition-

discussionsdiscussions .

"TheThe" department would be veryvery-
pleased

very-
pleasedpleased to sit down with the parties ifif-

they
if-

theythey decide to pursue a legislative solusolu-solu-

ti9r
solu-

tion

¬-

tionti9r\ti9rti9rregarding\ regarding Indian Country paramparam-param-
eters

param-
eters

¬-
eters ," she said .

Heather Kendall , an attorney for thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative American Rights FundFundrepresentrepresentrepresent-represent-
ing

represent-
ing

¬-

ing the Native Village of Venetie , welwel-wel-

comed

wel-

comed

¬-

comed the prospect of discussions . SheShe-
is

She-
isis among those who expect the SupremeSupreme-
Court

Supreme-
CourtCourt will not hear the state'sstates' appeal andand-
feels

and-
feelsfeels that discussions on how to impleimple-imple-
ment

imple-
ment

-¬-

ment the Indian Country ruling will helphelp-
bringbring order to a complex situation . SheShe-
praised

She-
praisedpraised Native leaders who were inin-
Washington

in-
WashingtonWashington last weekweekworkingworking on thethe-
tribal

the-
tribaltribal rights issue for their calm , dignifieddignified-
and

dignified-
andandandevenhandedeven-handedevenhanded- conduct .

"II"I was so50 proud . ,
" KendallKendallsaidsaid .,


