"‘_Why'_Tuhdrd Tirhes‘?"

By MARGIE BAUMAN

On Oct. 1, 1962, the first
issue. ' of the Tundra ' Times
went ' on sale. armed with' a
bannér  story on visiting ‘Inte-
rior - Secretary | Stewart Udall
and  an editorial - which' has
endured ' as: the "Tundra Times’
reason to be.

Though the masthead of the
state’s. first
press has changed ' a bit' and

the price ofthe weekly :tabloid’

jumped from. 5 cents to' a
quarter, that -first ‘issue -proved
an accurate preview of things
to come.

Eskimo  artist timed journa-.

Tist  Howard Roek embarkmg
on a new career at‘the ripe
age of 51, banncred the ‘Udall
story with “Interior Secretary
Udall. Visits * Alaska” Historic

Rights and; Claims Settlement.

is Number One Problem Declares
Official.” i ;

Settlement of - the " Alaska
Native ‘land - ¢laims was . still
nine years off, but editor Rock
had faith“in the future.

Elsewhere in that first issue,
Tundra ‘Times reported on' the
upcoming second: Inupiat Paitot
conference at Kotzebue,
recording ‘as. a popular . past-
time in-Arctic’ villages, = seal
meat ‘as a ‘means of Arctic
sustenance, ‘the  Bureau of: In-
dian = Affairs. taking over ‘the
dining. program ' at Mt. Edge-

~ cumbe Boarding School and’.

Birch Creek residents starting
their own school to emphasize
traditional Athabascan' culture,

There was a ' letter of con-
* gratulations  for  the fledgling
newspaper from Alaska Con-
gressman _Ralph Rivers. ' Politi-
cal. advertisements urged sup-
port.of a number of hopefuls,
ranging fromU.S. Sen. Ernest
Gruening, D-Alaska to Ted Ste-

vens, 'bidding on the Republi-

“can  ticket' ‘for ' his own US,
‘Senate seat.

Stevens’ platform

* Kk

statewide . 'Native '

tape;

thought-'
fully included- a'statement urg-

ing lmmedlate action by Con-
gress to' recognize the rights
of all Alaskan Natives.” The can-

didate noted ‘that Congress in '

1884  reserved the ''right; to
‘determine . means by ' 'which
Alaska Natives could . receive

“title to their lands, but that 78

years had passed since that
promise was made. i
Barrow’s.: Guy: Okakok,

good' friend of the editor, sngn
ed on as a contributing edltor
to the Tundra Times with ‘that

first "issue, .writing ‘“Eskimo
Houdini; Unbelievable ‘—‘ But
It’s True.”

It 'was the ﬁrst of many
colorful pieces by Okakok, who

‘made up for:any lack of formal
“education’ by charming Tundra

Times readers with ‘his’ special

literary style until his untimely

death in March, 1976.

Rock pulled together seven

writers, ‘including his * assistant
editor Tom' Snapp, to . produce
that first issue, -but it was the

philosophy of the fledgling jour-
nalist in the first editorial that =

stands ‘today  as. the 'dream
achieved of a distinguished Alas-
ka'Native newspaper editor.
The - controversy: .that his
newspaper . caused, the °settle-

- ment it helped achieve:and the

Alaskans - of many heritages
which : he. brought together in
the . fight for = Native rights
and' dignity ‘will . serve "as a
‘tribute . to. Howard - Rock . far
beyond ' the . plaques. .in ' his
praise lining the walls of his

workbench — the editor’s office -

at the Tundra Times. .,

When the Seattle: artist from
Point ‘Hope, Alaska, left behind
a . successful’ career in the big
city to.fight -an uphill battle

for ideals and dubious. finan- .
. cial - reward

‘in. the north, he
knew well ‘what he was about
to do.

What ‘was the Tundra Times
and what is it today? -

Rock said it all in that first
editorial:
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“Why Tundra Times?”
By HOWARD ROCK

Long before'tbaay there has been a g;'ezit need for a
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will print articles on what it believes to be an extremely
important - subject, the culture of: the Arctic. We will
cover whaling; hunting ‘and fishing, the Eskimo dance,
the dog-team, the family unit, legends, celebrations, both
ancient and current, customs of the past and present and
other things that fall in the category of the Arctic culture.
We: will include articles on the culture of the lndmn and
the Aleut.

Politically, the Tundra Tlmes will follow a firm:

.policy. It will not support any political party. Its policy
will be independent. It will be non-partisan in airing the
views of individual candidates. Occasionally, the paper
in _its editorial columns, may favor a candidate or certain
elected official. If this occurs, it will be because of his
stand on Native issues rather than the political party.
‘to. which he belongs.

A reminder: Natives of Alaska, the Tundra Times -

is ‘your paper. It is here to express your ideas, your
thoughts-and opinions on issues that vitally affect you.

- When you have a subject that you feel needs to be written .

about, pass that subject along. If you have something to
offer such as a good photograph, you think would add
to the paper, pass that along, too.

Each' offering. will be carefully considered and much
appreciated. They will aid the success of the paper.

And in a financial way, you can help, too. Support
it by purchasing the products or services of our adver-
tisers. Your. considered judgment will, and must, be your
guide on’ political matters. Subscnbe to the paper and

newspaper ' for' the - northern ' Natives of Alaska.  Since

civilization' has swept into. their lives in tide-like earnest-

- ness, it has left- the Eskimos, Indians ahd Aleuts in bewil-
dering state of indecision and insecurity between the seem-

ing need for assimilation and, especially in -the Eskimo

areas, the desire to retain some of their cultural and tradi-
tional way of life. !

Notmg the need for mformatlon to icope with cmhza-
tion in ‘an informed manner, the Eskimo Inupiat Paitot
orgamzatlon at its first meeting in November, pointed out:

“It. is suggested that a bulletin or newsletter be pub-

- .lished and circulated every so often to villages about what
is being done within the Inupiat organization. This organi--

_zation should be well established, not to be allowed to
die. All the Native villages should be mformed what has
been accomplished for the good of those wllages it

Since the Inupiat meeting, the Athabascan Indians
of the Interior Alaska organized at’'a meeting this past
June at: Tanana. : Therefore. we have decided that this
newspaper shall serve ‘them as well ‘as other Natlves m
Alaska. .

There are two main reasons for the appearance of
the Tundra Times. ' - !

First: Tt will be the medlum to air the views of the
Native organizations. lt will reflect their policies and
purposes as they work:for the betterment of the Native
peoples of Alaska. It will also reflect their aims . i . their
hopes. It will strive to aid them in their struggle for just
determination and settlement of their enorimous problems.

Second: It will strive to keep informed on matters
of interest all Natives of Alaska, whether they be Eskimos
of the Arctic, the Athabascans, of the Interior, and other
lndlans and Aleuts of the Aleutian Islands. !

'We have also reahzed that an unbiased presematlon
of issues that directly concem the Natives is needed. In
presenting. those things that most affect Natives, we w:ll-
‘make every effort to be truthful and objective.

As:de from the more  serious purposes, the paper

“ask others to subscribe.

With this humble: begmnmg we hope not. for any

dlStlnctlon but to serve with dedication the truthful

presentatlon of . Natlve’ problems,”

issues  and interests.

The paper asks your fme reception and wishes for success

~and God Speed.”

Why a Tundra Times?

Muskox
transplant

The transplant of 18 muskox
from Nunivak Island to the
Alaska mainland has been  de-
layed until next spring accord-
ing to Fairbanks Regional Su-
pervisor Robert Hinman.

Hinman said the main prob-
lem was the lack of an airstrip
long enough for the muskox
transport. aircraft to take off.

“A ‘late winter storm snowed"

in . the airstrip ~at ‘Mekoryuk,
and it hasn’t yet beén cleared
to' the -necessary 3,000 ' feet
because of equipment prob-
lems,” he said. ;

He said thawing snow condi-
tions and . increasing hazards
to pregnant cows would rule
out the possibility of doing the
transplant later in April. -

“March and . early "April is
“the best time for a transplant,”
he said. . “The possibility. of
storms - is less than, the light
is better, and ‘the calves are
then almost a year old.”

‘“‘Barring bad weather, we’ll
deﬁmtely move _the ‘animals
next spring,” he said.

'The: department had planned
to move the muskox to -the
northwest coast of Alaska where
earlier transplants had placed
animals. The new muskox would
bolster existing groups trans-
planted in 1970.

BEA forced mto impassee in teacher negotiations

On April 7 the Barrow Edu-~

cation Association' was forced
into -impasse in teacher negotia-
tions by the North:Slope Bor-
ough School Board. Tle ‘items
in - dispute were salary, rem
housing security and contract
duration.

The Barrow Education Asso-
ciation, 'as the: elected bargain-
ing agent for all teachers in the

North Slope, requested. a-cost

of living salary increase as guar-
anteed in the current: negouated
agreement. i

They. ‘also. developed: a sub-
sidy housing plan which would

have made rent more equitable  *

with other rent in the commu-
nity. -Teachers on . the : North
Slope have  énjoyed subsidized

housing for several years as a.

salary benefit. \

Going into: Wednesddy night’s
session, the school 'board denied
the lenchers right. to maintain

. the current cost of living ‘and
instead. offered far below the

current agreement .in such areas
as salary, ‘housing, work load
and class size. Under the board’s
proposal a beginning teacher
would receive $2,853 less-than

-during the. currént year.

And
their proposal offered no' in-
crease for the second year.

. The teachers’ group offered
several counter proposals - to
the board, even lowenng their
salary request. However, in‘spite
of the BEA’s’ continuing desirc
to negotiate, the: school board

refused to consider any of the

teachers’ many offers and de-
clared impasse.
The bdard is now requued

by state law to request a rep-

resentative of the United States

- Federal Mediation and Concilia-

tion Service to act as mediator. -

Followmg the declaration of
impasse, John - Anttonen, first-
year - superintendent - of 'the
North ' Slope 'Borough . School
District, - left on.'a  10-day trip
to San Francisco and Hawau
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Courage. Is — Resistance - to

fear, ‘mastery of - fear — not
absence of fear.

Sentiments are for the most
part traditional; we feel them
because they were felt by
those who preceded us,
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