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Hcpsén -fesfifie“s at NPR-'4"heari_'r,‘)g's'_'

needs.

of the 'Interior until I visited
Washington, D.C. in November

of last year. While there, I' de-"

cided " to' support transfer to
the ' Department ' of - * Interior.
I've included ' a. memorandum
from Tom Smythe in the ma-
terial that I've given you, Mr.
Chairman, that deals. with the
economic’ reasons for ‘my de-
cision to abandon my neutral
stance in. favor of NPR-4 trans-
“ fer :to  Interior, and. I ‘would
appreciate your ‘including. Mr.

Smythe’s memo in ' your hear-:

ing.transcript, also:,

Over the past year we have

. been. organizing ' to. brace ‘our
community (to manage the im-
pact expected from NPR4 ex-
plorationi and development. We
have secured: the help and as-
. sistance of ‘the. Office of Eco-
‘nomic Adjustment, Department
of Defense, and of the North-
west  Federal Regional Council,
which “has - voted to add our
NPR4 ' .impact - management

program to its own agenda.

Our ‘work in this area will

* be substantially  helped by Sec-
tion 107 of H.R. 49, and ‘we
are working to_help implement
this section .as soon as possible.
I have been-told that this ap-
propriation- authorization is: a
fairly rare accommodation, but
it is one for which' we worked .
hard. in Washington, 'D.C. We
will -be able to -use -this. au:
thorization to secure the funds
we will need to bring our com-
munity - facilities - up . to .the
point. that we can begin to pre-
pare for the impact of NPR-4

development. . .

Mr.  Chairman, it is our po-
sition”. that we can’t begin to

I remained personally neutral
on ‘the question of the transfer:
of NPR-4 to ‘the Department:

“talk’ about ' effective ‘manage-
ment of ‘these impacts until we

have caught .up with the serious
neglect that can be seen through-
out our community. | have in-
¢luded in’ our material for you
a copy of my letter to.Mr. Kelly,
chainnan of the Northwest Fed-
eral Regional Council, in which
I have' prioritized 10 immediate
problems . that - need ~attention
now before we can ever think
about handling ‘'NPR4 develop-
ment impact effectively. 1 would
appreciate " your - including ‘this
letter. in your printed trans-
cript. } ety
Today. 1 would"like to raise
a few points that 1 have:asked
our planning’ director to :elab-
orate upon in -his presentation.
These  points deal © with = the
role and requirements of - our
borough' in the . regulation. 'of
orderly NPR4 development.
Our borough is less than
four years old and we have not
yet  beenable to enact specific
regulatory * ordinances ' respect-
ing . oil and gas development
within our. borough.” These"or-
dinances ‘will constitute impor-

_tant policy for our borough

government, and we -are taking
our time ‘to do a good job.

However, I can say now. that’

we will expect these ordinances
to be honored by the depart-
ment and its leasees and con-:
tractors operating within NPR-4.
We know: that ‘the -reserve . is
a federal ‘enclave, but.we don’t
want * relations © between our
borough " .and: federal = govern-
ments to deteriorate to - the
point . that “any ‘claim ' is - made
for exemption from ‘our. reg-
ulatory requirements based upon
grounds - of . fedéral supremacy.
We expect: the Department of
Interior and its NPR-4 leasees
and operators to be responsible
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law-abiding citizens ‘of our‘bor-
ough. !
For: example,
will expect all:NPR-4 explora-
tion and development to respect

our borough’s traditional land

use plan under developmient by
our Planning ' Commission. We

will have a permit: system that
.will - enable us  to. track and

monitor ‘all ‘phases of develop-

ment- to "assure. proper social
and environmental ‘and - indus-
trial' ‘safeguards. “We "will be

drafting a resource ' extraction
plan to insure  the ' economic
stability . of ‘the  borough over
the long term. We know that
oil ~and 'gas extraction else-
where: has been a boom .and

bust - proposition, and we. want

to avoid this kind of thing here
in our :borough. We ‘will expect
the Department: of Interior to
build: our . resource extraction
into ‘its over-all:*NPR-4
plan.- . Ui :

Our borough will be develop- ‘

ing d. local energy Tresource
access - plan ‘that’ will: be de-
signed to maximize local ‘com-
munity - access . 10 natural - gas,
and - to -coal;” The problem of
local * access ~ to energy fuel
has been quite a. problem -in
the past, and “we don’t ‘want
to' -have any problems in- the
future. - Although  NPR4 . was
created in 1923, exploration
didn’t begin -until:. 1944, and
the “government began heating
its facilities in - Barrow = with
gas. in 1949. But- our people
of Barrow: were denied access
to natural. gas- to heat their
homes: until  1963. ‘Those of
us - who -experienced the bitter
frustrations of the 14-year strug-
gle to use the natural gas from
the land  that wastaken -from
us are especially committed to
doing whatever we have to do
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worry of tomorrow.

Herder."  Start

reindeer.” i

| plus 25 cents postage
i and handling

@

“LONGEST . REINDEER '
HERDER” is the title of this,
the most unusual'book that was
author
Chester Asakak Seveck, a full-, ..
blooged elderly Eskimo. Chester -

wrote the book in his own way
of ‘talking English. Broken En-
glish? Yes. Does it make sense?

This'is the way Chester does

‘“"HOW HAVE LONG LIFE' -
. “For:long live and.joy life, |
Keep
. busy and do good: work. Have
.'much exercise. Eat good food,
no waste anything and every
day enjoy what it gives and do
not spoil this day with much

“4'Be happy. | know this way
.. how | be.'‘Longest Reindeer :
! 1908, finish
{1954, altogether 46 years herd

You've never read, or seen, one like this one!

is

 LONGEST REINDEER HERDER

By CHESTER ASAKAK SEVECK

Available for Sale at
The Tundra Times * -
510 Second Avenue, Fairbznks
| | or write !
Box 1287, Fairbanks,; Ak. 99701

A PRIME ITEM FOR GIVING ANYTIME

plus 25 cents postage
and handling,
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ouir, borough .

~ment.

“in - the: development

to insure that this does not hap-
pen again to our children and
grandchildren.” . Moreover,
want . access - to. energy: fuel at

< prices ‘we' can - afford to: pay.

We don’t’ want the government
to. try to build in its own-ex-
ploration’ costs “into . the - rate
base for our tariff and: natural
gas as the Navy has insisted
upon’ doing, We -don’t. want
anyone ‘to argue .that we should

-pay the'constantly rising market

price for ‘natural: gas. We .are
going: to be -making' ‘many
sacrifices because of the urgent

need for oil and gas from NPR-4, -

and- we  feel' that we. should

enjoy  access - to energy . fuel
on . special © terms. - that  take
into “proper - account - the - toll

that  NPR-4" development - will
take . upon “our cultural ‘values
and traditions; and our lifestyle.
- We would like Interior’s ex-
ploration to be organized in such
a way as._to. provide natural gas
to  Nuiqsut, Wainwright and
Atkasook ‘as.soon as possible.
We - want - a ~new production

‘well for Barrow. We are aware

that .in the course of explora-
tion there will be discovered
gas pockets of non-commercial
size, but large enough to supply
our villages' for quite’ some
time. We will want to'identify
enough of these.low-yield pock-
ets to insure access to gas for
our - people well irto the fus
ture. For our part, we plan to
conserve -natural gas.for home
heating by - developing our coal
reserves for electrical - genera-
tion. Our capital improvements
program planners are planning
conversion to coal-fired steam
turbine electrical generation in
Wainwright, Barrow- -and our
new community of Atkasook,
now under -development. This
will . conserve ~our natural gas
supplies,- and develop efficient
access and use of the extensive
coal deposits within NPR-4.

Coal today America
needs our.oil and gas. Tomor-
row she will need our coal.
We “have visions of extensive
environmental degradation nec-
essary for commercial exploita-
tion of our coal.-We have been
told that ‘we may have as much
as one-third -of all of America’s
coal reserves within NPR-4. I'm
hoping' that ‘we will be able to

;join early: on with the Depart-

ment of Interior to begin work-

ing ‘on the problems of . coal

extraction in the: Arctic, and

that ‘those studying NPR-4 im-.
_pact upon ‘our environment will

pay ‘special “attention  to this
problem.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I would
like to touch upon our interest
in" working to insure . that our
people benefit from economic
opportunities - associated. with
NPR4 exploration and develop-
We. are “aware of the
leadership  being * provided ‘in
‘Alaska by the Department of
Interior in the area of affirma-
tive action to provide economic
opportunities to minority group

- workers' and ‘businesses. We are

Jooking ‘into " ways with which
the. borough can 'begin now
to " coordinate and - stimulate
affirmative action to. fully in-
volve . our- regional and village
corporations in ‘NPR-4 oil field
operations  at all. levels; “in-
cluding drilling: and- all sup-
port operations, < and pipelinc
construction and management. -

We have already - begun' in
this direction” at Prudhoe Bay
of -our

Deadhorse  utility  system. .In

cooperation ~ with. NANA _En-

vironmental Systems, Inc., we
are developing 2
Arctic oil - field utility " pro-
gram ds. a ' valuable  revenue-
generating part of our munici-

. pal public " utility - system.. In

cooperation’ with NANA ' Se-

curity. Services, In¢., we:. arc .

developing an areawide public
safety - program plan which will

we !

full-service *

include’ ‘municipal ‘provision of
revenue-generating  oil: field - se:
curity andemergency ‘services.

Our borough: health - depart-
ment. is including in its plans

“the development: of a municipal

révenué-generating " oil” field: in-

dustrial safety, .. medical -~ care
and emergency ‘services . pro-
gram. ;

Out extensive CIP has.meant
full .employment in Barrow
and in ‘some  of . our outlying
villages: . While  ‘some "of = our
people will want to work at least
part. of the' time on NPR-4 . oil
field operations, we ‘feel: that
this development - ‘will- create
more_ jobs that our locdl people
can -ill; Our borough: will ‘take
affirmative action ' toinsure
that. Native people from-other
regions, including those in Can:
ada, have “full opportunity for
employment here, and | would
¢éxpect that other Native regional

© corporations "will participate in

NPR-4 operations, tollowing the
lead of NANA in Kotzebue.

-As.a matter of fact, I would
advise all of-those firms desiring
to operate within NPR-4 to try
to “establish joint ventures o1
other  local participation: pro-
grams. Qur borough will use
its strength 1o insure that our
own people and our own busi-
ness participate in’ NPR4 opera-
tions to the maximum degree.

So, Mr. Chairman, as you
can -sec, we have been preparing
ourselves to make the best of
an unhappy situation here.

I would  like to finish my
remarks - by . observing - that
NPR-4 " will . become o major
oil and  gas. industrial labora-
tory in which the Department
of Interior,. because ot the de-
gree of ‘control it can maintain.
can . distinguish - itself by es
tablishing a. new and more
enlightened” policy toward pub-
lic resource development of Na-
tive lands. The history of the
Department of Interior and the
BIA in this regard has been un
happy. But. in our case, BIA
stewardship “has been replaced
by home rule government, and
we have the resources to insure
that - NPR-4 is explored “and
developed carefully, safely and
properly. We ‘want. everything -

done: by the book, -and where

the book needs changing I think
that ~we can see o it that
changes -afre made.” We  are
going to be looking very care-
fully. 'm told, for instance,
that - ‘Commander = Wood ' has
begun to issue surgical masks
and - gloves  to - those “visiting
Lonely ~where his wélls are
being drilled, so careful is he
being ‘to enable: the Navy to
demonstrate to the Department
of Interior how Arctic oil and
gas development  should ~hap-
pen.-It is good that he is being
careful.- Many eyes are upon us
here.

We have here in NPR-4 an
opportunity to fashion a new
chapter “to the Native Land
Claims ‘movement; a movement
that - has - become  interwoven
with the entire question of
energy resource development
all across the  Arctic. - What
we Eskimos do here in NPR-4
will influence the isocial, po-
litical” and - economic - well-being
of all of our people in Alaska; .
Canada, Greenland " and, per-
haps, even in Siberia. The North
Slope Borough is. the: first home
tule. government . in - the  Arctic.
But we Eskimos of ‘the Arctic
are -all one .pcople, as was so
clearly evident here in this build-
ing .two _weeks .ago today. We
must - insure ~ that we use our
home rule -powers wisely - to
guide us safely through this era

“of rapid ; Arctic - resource de-

velopment. We have cendured
all - things: well,, and: we will
endure ' this, also. With decent
federal regard for us as a people

all good  citizens - we will
come ‘through safely and intact.



