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Editorial—

The Coming of Age
Of Native Leaders

It is hard to imagine, and to realize, that some of
our native leaders are actually in the role of negotiators
in one of the most difficult oreas of assignment—the
complex arena of the land problem in Alaska. The dev-
elopment of the role they have undertcken would have
been impossible to think of a scont five years ago.
That was the time when the leadership eamong our native
people seemed so remote in the northem part of Alaska.

6 Months § 4.50
6 Months $10.00

! Yeor § 8.00

It seemed hopeless then that leaders would emerge.
The editorial staffers of this newspaper caolled for
leadership ond when they did, the ink was hardly dry

when the first issue cane off the press on October |
1962. The stoffers felt then thot they were knocking
their heads ogainst the stonewall for some time ond
finally—one by one—the native leaders began to emerge.
Those were the hours that will never be forgotten.

The native leaders who ventured into the difficels
arena since that time, hove proved themselves to be
able men. They have been forceful, glib, and dedicated
men who, for the most importent part, have been selfless
—the men who devoted their time for the benefit of their
people.

The job they took upon themse lves has been o most
difficult one. One con say, perhaps, thot they were
resolute—~thaot they were unofroid. Perhaps, one could
come close to being right by saying such things becouse
they have made things happen, all of them cimed toward
a better life for their people.

And now the big job is of hand—the effort to help
solve the land problem. Our | eaders n eed, and will need,

oll the goodwill and encourogement we can give them.
Those people among us who are in the peosition to

counsel with them should do so. They need encourage-
ment on the poths of foimess ond paths of foimess in
return. They will need to sense greed and they - will
need to sense greed in themselves. They will need 1o
work for all Aleskans, notive ond non-native—to work
for the benefit of all. If the work isdone in that manner,
a good future for Alaska should be assured.

Editorial— ~
HELP ANB CAMP NO. 1, SITKA

Alaskg Native Brotherhood Camp No. 1 in Sitka is
trying to get support so that the students af Mount
Edgecumbe High School con have o good Christmas.

See the story on page 3, just o hop end a skip
ocros s the page. _
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plays, - book marks, bangle
pins, strips, coin
cards, and more.
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Editor
Tundra Times
Fairbanks, Alaskao

Dear Sir:
| am writing to enquire if
our grade six class could

 hunters, the man in the

“the poftems of belief and behaviors that go- with
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“mmhh{qm.htﬁﬁlﬁmm_
don’t have a chance o see
live wolf. Theonly wolf we see is the ﬂlmhd?hl
bring in for us fo .skin for. $500 o wolf.
'#ohmﬂﬁm:hl-hllhﬁ-tnm now
Mmldlihhmhlnwdnnﬁun have
w-mln:ﬂhm&nﬁm --Mhn-ph
in the village con contrel their own wolf.
| hope you can publish this as we would like % nee
something done on this.

Sincerely,
George Attla, Jr.

(Editor's Note: George Attla, Jr. is the present Chi‘a-f of
Huslia ond o member of the Governor's Rural Mﬁr; o¥
Tosk Force.)

Other Voices—

‘Cultural Storehouae

Dear Sir:
| was deeply interested in the article on page m

of your issue of the Tundra Times of December 1, be
couse it seems fo point to o matter thot should be
given aftention and action by ofl the Eskimos whose
folk customs ond ways of life are under o dangerous
attack which may cause them and the rest qfhwld
to lose something that cannot be réploced “and ﬁielr
bdongs to ond is characteristic of the mlmu of Alaska
also.

mhﬂhuw.hlinﬁwdm*{
words of the specker’s wife’s grondmother are of s mdd ;
significonce.

People in the Lower Stotes do not realize the im -
portence of retcining the cultural pattems of  the
various tribal groups in Alaske in which embodied iu'
history and folklore of these people.

Ilhmim#wmilhfedh
ohpllh&dlﬁ-hrl:- language, and conform to
them,
they will lose touch with their own history and folk lore
and will not understand the ﬂﬁiﬂhﬂﬁmw

hlrﬂllhlalhﬁ-uﬂnmhdhl should
udinﬂ&q*wmmm-
these things and especially not to lose their :
Mwimhﬂh‘.ﬁoﬁh“ o0,
but their own language is the storehouse of their
cultural illlur ond should not be lost.
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