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Ninety-two year old Arctic
John Etalook speaks or reads
no English but last month
he beat the law ents
of the State of Alaska and the
Alyeska ‘Pipeline Company in
his lawsuit gontending they il-
legally took.his land to build
the Trans- Alaska Pipeline.

U.S. District Judget James
von der Heydt has ruled that
the State of Alaska and Alyes-
ka Pipeline Service Co. did not
follow proper legal procedure
when they crossed the 92.
year-old Inupiat's Native Allot-

ment with the Trans-Alaska
Pipeline and the North Slope
Haul road,

Etalook’s attomey, Clem
Stephenson, said the elderly
Inupiat will seek monetary
compensation. Assistant attor-
ney general John Athens said
the state has not made a fi-
nal decision om what to do,
but will probably "proceed
with condemnations proceed-
ings” to obtain clear title to
the land.

Alyeska spokesperson Kay
Herring said that company
does not wish to discuss any
detail. “We may have some-

thing to say later on,” Herring
said,

“What we have is basically
4 trespass on Arctic John's
Native allotment,” said Ste-
phenson this week. “Arctic
John had lived on the land
since 1937. His parents had
lived there before he had. He
was clearly entitled to the land
under the Native Allotment
Act of 1906.”

Land owned by Natives un-
der the enrollment fall under
the federal trust responsibility
to American Indians and Alas-
ka Nativés and cannot be sold

or mortgaged or in any other

Morris Thl:ll‘ll]:lﬂl; of Doyon Ltd, (center) makes a point in discussion of stock aliena-
tion while Maxine Richart, a Sealaska representative (right), Willie Hensley (NANA),
Keith Gordioff (Chugach), Sam Diementieff (Doyon), and AFN President Janie Leask

(far left) listen.
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Questions of tribal sover-
eignty and how to deal with
land and the rights of Alaska
Natives born after 1971 are
expected to dominate the
first General Assembly of the
United Tribes of Alaska. The
meeting, which is open to all
Alagka Natives and especially
to representatives of tribal gov-
emnments, will be held at the
Anchorage Westward Hilton
Oct, 18-19,

“We will have several dif-
ferent speakers,” UTA Chair-
man Willie Goodwin of Kotze-
bue said after a planning meet-
ing, “and we’ll pass resolutions.
We are not sure yet if we are
going to do much with work-

shops.”

Although not all of the
speakers have yet been con-
firmed, Goodwin said that
Canadian Justice Thomas R.
Berger will be one of the main
presenters featured at the mee-
ting. Berger has been chosen to
chair the Inuit Circumpolar
Conference sponsored Alaska
Native Review Commission,
which has been charged with
conducting an objective study
of the affects of the Alaska
Native  Claims - Settlement
of 1971,

Berger headed up the Mac-
kenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry
which investigated the impact
which the comstruction of a

pipeline through one of Can-
ada’s great, unspoiled wilder-

Patty Ginsburg/AFN phote

UTA won't discuss sovereignty

ness areas would have on the
land and the people, Berger's
findings, reached after hearing
testimony from the people of
virtually all of the villages in
the region, led to the Macken-
zie project being disbanded.,

Goodwin noted that al-
though Governor Bill Sheffield
had originally declined UTA’s
invitation to on the
grounds that his schedule pre-
vented it, the governor . told
him over a drink in Kotlabut
that he would attend.

The Alaska Native legisla-
tors and some of the leaders
of the Alaska Federation of
Natives, who will be holding
their convention immediately
after UTA's get-together, have
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'Arctic John’ beats state, pipeline

way be “alienated” into non-
Native hands without the con-
sent of the US. Secretary of
the Interior,

Although Etalook reluctant.
ly accepted a payment of

$28.500 for the land because
he felt he had little other

choice, Shephenson said, Inter-
lor permission never was re-
ceived and the right-of-way
which Alyeska and the State
had was void.

Athens, who represented
the state in the issue, argued
that federal protection might
not apply in Etalook’s case,
“The legal issues are really

quite complicated,” - Athens
contended. He said that the
rights of way across the land
had been obtained before Eta:
look  received legal patent to
the land, and argued that there
are no regulations in the De.
partment of the Interior cover-
ing that situation,

Athens said the judge did
not address that issue. “Even
if the state proceeds with the
condemnation and the court
makes an award to Etalook
for whatever it feels the lands
are worth,” said Athens, “we
would still be entitled to
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Six resolutions . reflecting
statewide concern about loss of
Native land, loss of Native Re-
gional Corporate stock, con-
cern about Elders and about
those Natives born after 1971
will be presented at the 1983
Annual convention - of the
Alaska Federation of Natives.

The resolutions were drawn
up after a two-day retreat of
representatives of most of the
profit and non-profit Regional
Corporations last week. The
retreat was held in Valdez and
was the second held by AFN in
the past nine months address-
ing the 1991 issue.

The first was held in Kodiak
and was used to narrow the

vast array of concerns about
what will happen in 1991 when
many protections afforded Na-
tive regional and village cor-
porations are removed,

Those protections include
assurances that the corporation-
owned land transferred under
ANCSA is not taxed for 20
years following conveyance:
and that stock in the corpor-
ations cannot be sold or trans-
ferred,

When ANCSA protections
are removed the primary fear
of many in the Native com-
munity is that the land which
was so hard fought to retain
will be sold off or involuntarily
transferred to  non-Native
hands.
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An Inuit Circumpolar Con-
ference commissioned judge
will begin his two-year study
into the effects of the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act
on Alaska Natives at the end of
this month, according to the
judge, Thomas A. Berger.
Berger, named to head the

-twu-;.rm study at the July

triannual meeting of the ICC,
made his first trip to Alaska on
the study last week when he
spoke brefly at a retreat
sponsored by the Alaska Feder-
ation of Natives in Valdez.

The retreat was held with
35 representatives of the Na-
tive profit and non-profit Re-

gional Corporations to discuss
recommendations and options
to the effects of 1991 changes
in ANCSA.

—<-Berger's trip was prompted

by .that gathering and accom-
panied the start-up of the two-
year study.

Berger told the group that
Alaska Natives “are pioneers in
the settlement of Natjve claims,
After your 1971 settlement the
James Bay claims were filed
in Canada. Greenland has a-
chieved home rule and Norway
is investigating Sami claims.

“You all have many things
in common but most are all
concerned about the land. The
continuance of Native use and
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