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Assist Tc

The Alaska Oil and Gas
Association, a division of
Western Oil and Gas Association,
offered “every possible assist-
ance” to the task force named
last week by Governor Walter J.
Hickel to find methods to im-
prove Alaska’s labor situation.

“Our organization stands
ready to assist in any way the
task force needs,” said Carl E.
Weidman, AOGA manager.

“Our industry welcomes this

decisive step forward in oom:a
to grips n:i}m problems i
closely to the economic develop-
ment of Alaska and the pet-
roleum industry.

“Governor Hickel is bringing
together people and resources
which can be brought to bear on
our problems. We believe this
i the way to approach the
task,” the association manager
said.

“Members of the task force
represent an appropriately wide
cross section of elements most
vitally  involved,” Weidman
observed. “We are gratified that
such qualified people have made
themselves  available to work
together.”

“The task force has a2 very
important job to do. Our in-
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CARL E. WEIDMAN

dustry shares with other
Alaskans a common interest,
and our members intend that
the association lend fullest
support.”

“As the problems are solved

and this large
economically, our industry will
grow with it. Our goals are the
same,” Weidman concluded.

Semaken Survives
Copter Rotor Wounds

Not many people tangle with
the tail rotor of a helicopter and

live to tell about it.

During the manning opera-
tions on Fire 6D8, this summer,
in the Lake Minchumina area,
Mr. Gilbert Semaken, a 12 year
BLM firefighter from Kaltag,
Alaska, was critically injured
when he disembarked from a
helicopter, and while concentrat-
ing on the large roter above,
stepped itno the whirling blades
of the tail prop.

After a month and a hall in
Bassett Army Hospital, Gilbert
returned to Kaltag this past week
rejoicing that he would soon see
his wife, Margaret, his two
children, Matthew and Gloria,
and his ten dogs.

His one regret was not the eye
patch, or the stiffl arm, it was
that because of the sensitive
skin graft he would not be able
to trap this winter. |

“The doctors say it will be a
couple of years before |1 will be
able to trap and fish,” he said.
“It is going to be hard to get
adjuated to a new way of life™.

Grant Rejected by Local
Governments May Go fo AFN

JUNEAU- A federal gramt
which was turned down by
Alaska’s local
end up being
the Alaska

menis may

t to good use by
ederation of Na-
Walter J. Hickel

When he was struck down on
August 2, Gilbert’s left arm was
severad, his left eye gone, and
the left side of his face seriousl
disfigured.

Fully conscious, Gilbert dir-
ected the first aid efforts and it
was only after a pit was dug,
filled with branches, and he was
covered with available coat
was he able to sleep.

Two companions ran five
miles to use the walkie-talkie.
Gilbert was then taken to the
hospital at Fort Wainwright,
Fairbanks.

“Some of the wire sutures in
my arm caused an infection and
I was put in isolation for
fifteen days. It was like being
in jail. But it"s ok now.”

Home [or the winter, Gilbert
plans on returning to Fairbanks
next summer to continue work-
ing for the Bureau of Land
Management.

This is one person who

with the rotory prop of
a helicopter who is alive and
who is winning.

Economic Development Admin-

with this goal.™
Hickel ssid Joe FitzGerald,

state grows.

HAPPY COUPLE—Miss Irené Sandra Widmark

and Roy J. Tansy were married recently in  E. Widmark of Junesu and Rq
Juneau at the Northern Lights Presbyterian son of Mr. and Mrs. R. Jake Tansy of Cantweil.
Church by Rev. Dr. Walter J. Soboleff. Miss  The couple now make their home in Cantwell
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