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Progress
Worthy of Note

On Febrvary 8-9-10 in Anchoroge, Senator Henry
M. Jockson, State of Washington, ond chaiman do the
| nteri @ ond Insul ar Affairs Committee, will be conduct-
ing notive lond claims hearing. He, ond those who will
come with him from Washington, D. C., will listen to the
complex land situation in Alaske and form, we surmise, |
opinions as to what might be the best way to solve the
|and problem. -

During o comparatively short period o time here in
Alasko, there has been progressive tolks between the
native leaders, the State ond the Interior Depariment on
the lond problem. Something, or someone, has hit he
right key ond although no final solution to the lond B
claims hos been reached, there hos been good progress,
if not a great one, up to this point. These ore things that
should be driven hame to Senotor Jackson ond his group.

Not much over a year ago, the land situation in
Al aska threatened to develop into on impasse. When the
present state administration came into office almost two -
years ago, its attitude toward land claims was anything
but liberol. Pointed statements for the state capitol
began to anger the native leaders and the lond problem
began to develop into a seething arena of inflomed wor

of words. |t was disturbing aond it affected many people. |
The weight of this worry might have coused it ®o quiet purpose of drofting Inl'lr bill *I ﬂﬂl bl ﬂ.ﬂl

down ond that wes fortunate indeed. From that time on, "o the three porfies.
although reluctantly ot the beginning, things began to Then on November 21, Secretary of the Interior m
change for the better. ﬂ:;"-‘ IL:*WII:-:I to wﬁ meet with the T

One of the important tuming points, we believe, was native leaders. He olso wrged o ree—way “HI'
when the State made steps to liberolize its views toward ogreement. His: statements m*‘”mm
the native land cloims. This will have to be termed as o the cementing effect on that idea ‘lﬂﬂd by *'L-‘

most surprising development in the Alaska land picture. Tosk m “‘q m

The change of attitude of the State became apparent

ot the October conference of the Alaska Federation of

Natives in Anchorage this year thraugh the wads of the

State Attorney General Edgor P. Boyko. His statements

- then, one might say, wers token with o groin of salt. ™

although some of the native leaders expressed wh "
and coutious optimi sm.

Then just prior to the visit of the Secretary o the
Interior Stewart L. Udall to Alaska, Govem o Walter J.
Hickel estiblished the Land Claims Task Force Comm-
thlalm'ﬁﬁﬁlhmmll ncy.

1 b‘y-ﬂhthﬁrﬂﬂnhh&ﬂ'ﬁ ov-
ﬂ-rﬁ There, the Attomey General I‘:ﬂ“ﬂ“
clearly in presenting the W '
lond claims. muihﬂuum _
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