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Taught by his elders, Aga hunts seals for Larsen Bay’s subsistence needs

by Mike Rostad
for the Koidiak Arvew Magive Aossocipibon

KODIAK Brad Apa's Alew
ancestors paddled knyvaks 1o the seal
rookeries and hunted with bows and
Py -Hpped arrows

He cruises inoa high-powered
Boston Whaler amd shoists hin prey
with @ 22 Magnum

Hhit i spute of these vast ditlerences
Uy weenponry and ransportation, Apn
hums by many of the principles tha
governed the humers of old. No lea
of technology has repliaced the need o
bre et aned stealthy oo stalking prey

Shoating the sedl at the fighl time

oot i moment carlier o later < 15
pusd as crucm| ogkmy as b was PO yeans
g Taking core of the meat proper
Iy gn o less i concern of the modem
hunier than o was Tor his predecessog

A knowys that villagers are count
Vg o ham v bringe them seal so they
can mike soup, braded gor and other
Fiwowd 108 this sense ol responsibility
e provide for his people that oy
perhaps Aga's closest e o seal
humers ol long ago

Agd s 200 yeprs old, and o decude
of hunting and wappimg aroand s
Notive villuge of Larsen Bay his
taugeht hom vidues that some fear mmy
be disappearing in this age ol
techmology

He frequently shares his gime with
b efders, honoring a trsdiion that fus
lastex] fomr gencrations. Providing For
theni s Aga's way of thunking them
tor ieuching lnm the subsistence way
ol e

His uncle, Viewr Carlson who

psed him, ook lim huoting when
A was 10, He also learned From his
grandparents, Charlic and  Albera
Apa, and s punts, Dora Aga amd
Muronn Wasilhe who taught him how
1o prepare the seal's meat, far, flippers
aned other pars for consumplion
A little hit of evervhody Kind o
priched i - gaving e therr opanions
i by 10y haoni When your 1e ol
there putiing everythng tegether, amd
et vour v done b Tor i g T
sweryibpng staeds e DT Suvs Al
A was applyimg
thic TessTis 1.||||_*|'|1 h'. b g 11 o L0 T R
b ped b helpers, lett Nowmnotl il
Lok Ty Libe o avesnd bii o sl Thiesd an
Vvl Hod
Fhe thrve VOTigE (et W T
bk Sulbivin of the Rk Ared
P linle s ipibn, whio wanted 1o
e ] doscumomn The adtivity, g
asen Bay Commupny  Health
Hepresatiitnn ve Sandes Johinsis, whin
el e oourdinat

[T hunt wos just the beg g ol
(b trditional wctivity. Omnee the sculs

ere s, their meat, fal and in
et fppes Sl [ jide Tesd sl owr I i
ity g Bareh that wak iy ke place
the fotlowing duy

Sublivan said that KANA watied o
documint the entire experignce, from
hikrdang scal, toecleaning and preg
a0 for consmption, and Timally, the
meal isell

1T iinisly

Lhe provative scal harders wenlt out
oy therr kaviks for diys at o time il
often ol caughl in bad  wehthol
Although Ago and fos crew may not
troeved far brom thewr vilinge, they sl
e wukrierable 1o the forces of nature

However, on this partwculor day,
vy vhe oy rnll_i‘.ll P Wil i P
where the water goit o IvHE slisppy

When we get 1o Amook (k)
where the wind blows against the
et o oweill calm rgeht down,’
surd Aga us the party left the beach in
the Boston Whaler, Agi sl Uyak
Hay v oo good place 1o hunt because,
i case the weidther does come up,

“you can get into different coves and
hide ol ﬂ.*nll*.r cusy

Aga wusn't worried nbout weather

— e —_ —

o this diy . His chiel concern wis get
g theee scals, iwwluding o vearling
He explamned that many of the elders
prefer the younges manitmals because
their meat & tender and the e s
il

Aga prefers huoung seals e the
witler becaise ther Tatty faver
il aves theaby oy andy
thicker than in sumumes

“They lose Tar Pecanise they can
bandle  the heat  They
ichy

Ao saed ot I.Ill!'-lil il b shueod
0 TRRETLATY I VLY '.'-ill R | TN R AT F
bty ot of the water He's wking
o brrcath aemd Billimg s lungs up. Then
e waomn't sink. But of you shoot lim
while he's sttt there, . ceven wilh
the water,  he'll spok ke a rock

When the seal sinks the humtar s
try hin *“hewt Iih et bornn, bt sonetinnes
Wikl st can'l, o siid A

The seculy Ill-.i-il:ql un Barnacle
ciwered rocks and hung sround the
edpes of tovky islets that supported
thickets of dottomwoid, wild fem,
salmonberry bushes aml other viegetn
e, Archie tes and seapulls hivered
over the reels, screaming as il signal
ing the seals of impending dunger

From g long disonce, Aga could see
ai seils ItUNE h a8 nussive, pgeed
vick that protruded from the witer
The mmwmmaols blended m owith their
grey and hrown surrencings. b
Agn s discerming eye cotld distinguish
teeiny raght away,

Mubitmal b ook over the oomt rols ol
thet whialer and Aga chimbwed onn of the
skilf omto the mcks. He planned 1
srzak over the rocks mmd shoot b
prey. However, this altempt wis un
shiceessiul and the hunmters weni
another part ol the boy

Spotting about 1) seals on a rock
beach of a sl wland, Aga dr:-.ll.Jl:-.l
that his nex stratey was to " gel “em
Iy g on the beach, " Noumoff slowed
down the skifl, & Nock of hu'h-}' ducks
toak of | from the water, flutiering their

ie Feh

Wy |1 " f

>

little wings and landing agan
A the skill approached the slumd,
Apa coutioned that any  sudden

eIy '||A||'|||J1.1 ksl € I|'|r' "rﬂ".ll'u HH.

right awiny

W need o get wou poanl whire
they can’t see py but we can see
e, s Aga

Tavior angd Noumdl! stavedd in the
skl waiting Tor Turthe e instruction

s he began walkmg wp the Beach
At ol ised those Todlowimgs bome ooy
mitl b walk on <lam shells bevanse ol
the podse they made. Sinee evervong
wigs pmilmied in heavy survival spits
] boots, walkimg on thie rugged
i was  dilheult enough,  ¢ven
wilhout trying Lo suppress dny sowrmd
which would give them away 10 the
sels which were spotied on the beach
deroks b granay knodl on the sl

At ppeile huner uhnm feet know ||!||.

—_— ——
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Brad Aga, photo at left, cleans a seal ax some of the children in the village watch, Shown above
in the skiff are, from lefi, Zack Tavior, Jeff Nawmoff, Brad Aga and Sadva Johnson, Noaumoff tikes
e ﬂj" the .H‘il-ll yhor ar Uyak Bav, phote lower right Below, Dora Aga brands seal ontestines wath

i slrip of fer.

land as well as his eyes do, Aga
ancaked through wll grass where deep
crevices were hidden, He crawled us
he resched the top of the lall, trying
1o conceal his presence from the seals
which cavorted on the beach beneath
hm.

He stopped for a moment, then sud
denly sprang up and ran down the bl
He quickly fuid down as if he were a
soldier walting in ambush. He aimed
toward the water, then relaxed s hold
on the gun as the seal disappeared. He
anmed g, then moved o @ sttt
LTI

He shot, but made o contact . He
[ o aeanen, giving e signal to
the guvs n the skl to came 1o the
hedich. Ohme wimn, Agpa gor nle the
whitll, Etnpty landed

A decided 1w ouse o dyHferem
strafegy an which thie skilf wenalid By
1 el aeheve gt e the aetual kall
Pl ol Nanumel | bor gy o the oudsade
il o |1|u1 O sednls mnd movee oo e e
peririt i oane stand where he woulid
walt, prepared 1o shogd

Thas plan worked, Agpa shd o vinng
seil by the roek and tetched btowath the
buatt of his rifle. The seal " “will not
taste tough dod wild ke th older
sedils, " sl Aga as he got buck into

the skilt

Apa decided w use the same stnitegy
in going after the next seul, bur
momentarily o appeared thal he mighs
not Hive to go on the beadh

“There's one there,"' Taylo
v, ay -"u_.l bepgan o get oul of the
skill ;"-;..uu;lmkh aimeid, but deciged
it wis too lote o get a p_uu1| shot, He
aimied st another spot, bat reluxed his
gnip on the ritle again

S on the catside of “em, Jeldl, and
foop ‘emi. There's o bunch on that
rvick, toe,' he  sald, g o
another area,

Aga walked w 0 pomnt, md down
arad 1 mmutes he shot a seal. The seal
Hoaded, so Maamoll and Taylor dwdn’
huve much of o problem retrieving i
They pulled o out of the water at the
stern and walked 1t along the side of
thie skitl mwurd the ek

A ol hack oo the skifl amd in
speciedd uk Kill

“Welve got pne more tooget.” be
sl

As the skill approsched another et
Agu told Nawrnol i deop bans ofl and
once agam “loop” the seals loward
hrm

Fhe swals were spresd out. Every
ance in awhile, bulboos heads would
pop ont of the water for o few seconils,
then disappear, leaving round wakes

These seals scemed to be more |1-
lusive. Ax the skiff came near the islet
where Aga wailed for an opportane
tme 1o shoot, he told Naumolf to go
wround again

Noumoll made another sweep and
soon the discharge of Aga’s Mtt‘qnmn
reveberated with  the sounds of
sereeching gulls and terns. He shot a
lurge seal by the rocks

The pursunl was over. Taylor and
Noumolf pulled the seal — the largest
of the three — nto the skiff, then
picked up Ags, Next the crew opéned
up the seals by moking short mcisions
on thew 'I"u.*lhl:-.

AR says it's important (o do tin-.

Fght away because the seals are
Fat nnd so closed up’ that they ‘lhlum
up real quick™ if pot tken care of
The seils were hung over the sade
toward the siemn.

Onee more Aga ook control of the
whaler while us helpers swabbed the
decks

When Aga got back to the villoge
he lnid the seals on the beach and

began cleaming them. A few kids and
adulis and severnl dogs  gathered
ground 1 watch, Coe ol the dogs
sniffed a seal's nose defensively

Agn opened up the seals by making
a long cut from the small incision up
o the neck. Then he cut down to the
flippers. He pulled out the intestines
andl cut up hunks of fat and mest for
the bruided seal gut

Some of the fat would be left o fer
ment and madde into stink oil. ' Con
siidered a delicocy by the elders, *"stink
ail,"* is used on dried or boiled fish
and’ other meat

pinlsey cul dugl nibis, Liver and other
piarts of the seal, He didn’y save the
des of the two big seals because they
are o good 0 the summer, he said
The hair Is wao short and it falls out
Aga was wught to cleun seals by
elders like Wasillie, Carlson and Dora
A

“One thing about the elders, when
they reach you, they'll never come oul
and show you,™ said Ags, ““When |
portmy. . first seal . they said, "You
sk it around s ippers and cut down
there. You re on you own.’

“You'd never see them again until
it wis all cutl up and done. You have
1o do everything on your own. They'll
show you what to do and tell you whai
iy do, but they're pot going 10 stamd
there and watch over you and lecture
v while you do it You have to komd
ol fewrm on your own, That way, you
gel 4 better understanding of
everything

“Ineaght yeurs, Uve learned alot,
just I"'”“b by mysell and watching the
animals.”

The elders are gl they tught Aga
siv well, because now whenever he
gets o seal, he brings them a portion
of his kil

Aga rised the itestines, the dark
red meat, Mppers and fat, and put
them in plastic bags.

Phe makings for the prized dish
beibided seal gur — were brought o
Jessie Panamarof] and Dora Aga whio
e legned the indestines by cutimg short
alits nhout two inches apart and flushed
the innards out by squeezimge umnd rins-
ing them tnder the Taucet.

hiey soaked the amtestines in fresh
water overmight 1o make them firmer
casier o hrayd

Ihe next mormng the women
bratded the guls. Jessie Panamarol T,
an Athubascan Indian was rajsed in
Fort Yukon where there were no seal
or other seal mammals available. She
learned to brivd seal guts from Jube
Malutin, an elder from Karluk.

PanamarofT braided the seal’s n
iestines with o long, wide strip of fai
thiat had pieces of meat on it She tied
off the end with b leather string

“You have tp keep going ‘round
and “round and ‘round,”” she said as
she pimbly intertwined the strands
She noted that one must always keep
tension on the gits. She frequently
nnsed them olf.

“After awhile, your fingers pel
wore,”” she said, When she ran oot of
fat, she continued brnding the -
testiney. Some prefer that part becinse
they don’t care for the fat, she said.

Y ou can fry fatup and et i with
dry fish,'" sad Jessie, She said that
worine mike soup out of the backbune
with potatoes nand dried pernushki,

Dora Aga was about |} years oid
when she started braiding seal guts
“1 watched a lot of old Indies do ™
she said. She compares it to knitting

und crocheting, “Same thing. You've
B0t to watch what way you're doing
your stitches anyway. . . You have 1o
remember what way you're going

T That’s all. Front and back. Getting
started: w the hardest part  about
brawhing seal gus. After that, it's
LN

Dora sund she ““taught guite 4 few
of them that wanted o learn (seal
brasdingy with yam or string.”’

She was disuppointed that the girls
in the villlige weren't leamung o mabe
pruchitomal foody, ke branded seal g

Ly to teach them but — (they say )
Eek! | don't want W toneh it Eek!
| can’t stund the smell of it,” and all
thit stubl. Smell! 1t makes me hungry
Fhat's what | tell them

“There's o linde bit of smell, like
uny other meat, such as beel, pork,
duck. Everything has an odor o i, but
you eat it Look at duck, when you
clean the ducks, Look m fish, they
have an odor and ook b bow sty
they are. You don’t go by the smell
That's what | tell them: You don't est
the smell. You el U food . Nope, It's
good swifl.”’

She Tuvors the guts with pickling
sprce and omon, boling 1 for about
two hours

Then they're not so tough, ™

Although Aga hay honted Tor he
supper many a tiume, she sud she never
shot a seal. She caught baby seals that
were abandoned on the beach and
brought them up.

“They make good pets, 1 el you

with spices und cooks the flippers
which taste like pigs” feet, she suys
She ferments the fat to make stink ml
for dned fish

As ahe put the brawded seal gul in
the pot, Agn expressed satisfaction in
her work

Lok how
prefly

“It's 4 work of Wi,
Sullivan and Johnson

Sl people ook pride i owhat they
didd. " sand Aga. “And they didn't go
o school or college o déarn 1 Sulby
sistence way of [ie 1°'s not “eek” with
mie. | eat anyihing and evervihing. Ko
Middimg. As long as 1t's edible

beuutiiul. Really

exe e

Arnither village elder known Tor her
experiise n brahng s Clyda
Chrstensen, When she wis founger
she witched her elders do at and
thought there wias nothing to it un
1l she tned hersell

1 abwiys had & hard ne”” getimg
stirtedd, she suld *“This One time | was
trving it and my son (wha was 14 o1
15) says, 1 koow bow. " 1 sud, “Ah,
v don't know how . ‘When did you
hraid seal gut”

“He said, | seen Grammu downg o
50 he came pver and showed me
“You put it like this, " he sid, Th's
how | learned aher tha

Christensen sind she ises “"almiost
the whole works™™ of the seal. Alter
she soaks the lungs, she blows them,
so) they will expand wrd fills them with
hacon, omtons, green pepper and bukes
i

You call "em, and they come right
hack. You clap your hands nnd whis
tie and they come swimming full bore
hack . Yoo can traan them, They tame
easy. They cry just like a baby "

Agn doesn’t agrec with the opinion
that seal ment (astes bettor in winter
and that 's too “fishy™ i the
surmner

“"The meat ix goid anytime of the
vear, They cat fish constantly, so they
can't be fishy. That's what they live
on — flounder, cod !

Except for the head, which will go
to the bears, Agn will keep just about
all of the seal. She boils the tongue

She either fnes the seal's kidney amd
heart or puts them in soup

Besides  seal flippers. nbs and
brajded guts, the meou at @ com
munity pothnich included other Allitiig
dishes.

Sophie KntelnikofT, cook at the
Larsen Bay Semor center, preparcd
shee-ghug, 0 concoction of Termonied
salmon eges, mashed potatoes, ol
HU?II’ urid sour berrics.

“or dessert, she made o spuce con
sisting of crunberries that were bodled
in o little water, mashed up, sweclen
ed with sugar and thickened with com
starch



