| Medlcal Cleannghouse— ;
| 'l'he Native Healih Center

By MADEi.YN SHULMAN .
: Stafmeer f

i

What do you doin Fau'banks
if you’re a Native Alaskan who

' wants to take advantage of Public |

Health Services health care?
Till last March, any Native

-~ who wanted ‘to see a doctor

went to a Public Health Service
office .in ‘downtown Fairbanks;

picked up a sllp and. went, 10
see the pnvate ‘physician of his;,

choice.

"Fhis system has changed with
the opening of the Alaska Native
‘Health Center; a 'new clinic to
deal| directly: with the health
problems of Natives in' the Fair-
banks area.

The Native heahh center,’
located in the Arctic Bowl build-
ing, i§ an interim facxhty

‘It will be replaced in approxi-
mately two years, when a new
Public' Health Service clinic is
built next to the new Fairbanks
Community Hospital under con-
struction.

Till then, the Arctic Bowl

- clinic staff-a ‘PHS ‘doctor and
sociologist, “assisted 'by”a nurse,
receptionist ‘and medical assist-
ant - trainee—is working .to im-
prove hedlth service to Natives
in the Fairbanks area.

What- ‘are the advantages to
the system? What are. its dis-
advantages?  Dr. Hal Sexton,
the doctor who has headed the
clinic since it ‘opened - could
point out. both ‘its advantages
and d:sadvamages over the old
system. -~

“Prior tothe” first partof

this year,” he -explaired, “all
medical care for Native patients
was provided under a contract
system - in -Fairbanks.
patient - picked up- a slip. at a
downtown office ‘and took it
to the clinic of his choice. He
took the same chance of finding
a good. physician as any person
in town.”

With. the advent of the clinic,
this' changed.  Most  patients
-are sent to the clinic, where
Dr. Sexton handles general prac-
tice work and an occasional
obstetrics case. - He treats, on
an average, 30 patients per day,

‘sicians.

A sick -

sendmg those with spec:al prob—

“lems to pnvate specnahsts in
‘town.

. The: major advan!age of the
new medical center is that it

serves as a clearinghouse - for '

medical ' information.: It can
provide @ssistance to agencies

which help its patients in olher i

areas.

Another ma_)or advantage of
the ‘clinic is ‘the: full time social
worker on its staff. Joel Bos-
trom, a Public Health Service

employee who spent three years .

in Montana working: for  the

_seryice 'is available 'to follow

up patients’ problems which are
not medical.

“The '‘medical care ' which

existed before the clinic opened
was adequate ‘explained Dr.
Sexton, “but most of the patients

have ‘more. than med»cal prob- -
- of lhe patients treated ‘at the’

lems.

. “Their biggest needs are not
medical, and their private med-
ical care was inadequate. We

. think . we meet some of the

chronic problems:better.”
There  are 'also .some -major

drawbacks tothe -clinic system:

of providing medical ‘care. Pa-

" tients no longer have a choice

of which phys:cnan will attend
them.

As a rule, the clinic now
handles two thirds to three quar-
ters of those patients who call
for doctors’ appointments. The
rest are handled by private phy-
Many patients had to
change from doctors who had
treated them for many years.
TWET expecled more hostility
than there was,” explained clinic
nurse Fran Alexander. “After
all,’we’re all strangers and some
people have gone to the same
doctor “for . many years. As
a rule, though, people have ac-
cepted us.. We try very hard
to treat each patient personally,
not just as a medical problem.”

The  temporary facility .is,
however, less than adequate and
poorly located - for the  needs
of most of its patients. The
location at the Arctic Bowl build-
ing, without a pharmacy or X-ray
facility in'the building, means

 many patients must make sev-

“"So says the VA

«ss by MORT WALKER

BEETLE BAILEY

VETERANS DISABLED BY
INJURY OR DISEASE WHILE
IN ACTIVE SERVICE ARE

ELIGIBLE FOR COMPENSATION

For information, contact the nearest VA office (check
your phone book) or write: Veterans Administration,
232H, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20420
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| Anaktuvuk Pass Feels

eral long tnps “to and from
downtown Fairbanks.:

This should be changed next v

year, or the year after, when
the new  clinic is built next
to the community hosp;tal under
construction in Fairbanks.

The . new clinic, which has
not,‘vet been bid,” will house
two doctors, two or three den-
tists, a social ‘worker, medical
and dental labs, pharmacy and
other facilities not now avallable

at one central location. | General’

hospital facilities will, of course,
be right next door.

No . estimate has yet ‘been
‘made of whether direct health
care by the Public Health Servnce
as provided by ‘the clinic, is
cheaper than the former: wstem
of private care.

‘Under the presenl dual sys-
tem, with' up to three quarters

clinic and the rest. by private

physicians, the clinic is b‘vithin o

its budgel

This is despite the facl mose
patients were treated this year
than were treated last year under

the completely contract system.

Probably, ‘direct clinic care costs
less per patient.

Despite its ability to provide
social -services, the Native health
center has disintegrated the Na-
tive population from the g)e?eral
public in its health care. Native
people in Fairbanks no longer
see , the same doctors as their
white counterparts.

Also, -despite staff efforts to.

develop personal relationships
with each doctar, a PHS doctor
ends his term of service in two
years.

Next year, Alaskan Native
patients in Fairbanks - face -an-
other disruption of doctor-pa-
tient relationships, and this will
continue.

The question of what method
will provide the best health care
for Native Alaskans is not yet
decided.
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A fine reading.

TUNDRA TIMES WILL PAY POSTAGE FOR BOOKS SENT OUT OF FAIRBANKS
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Plnch of Fuel Shortage

By JACK MORRY
Anaktuvuk Pass

)

"ANAKTUVUK PASS — The:
“people had high hopes of gemng

fuel .oils for their warmths in
Anaktuvuk Pass.’

The women and children and ;
the men. worked' on the air,
field from ‘morning “till dark.
Now our question is will -the
fuel oil come in to Anaktuvuk |
: Howmuch longer do: we have
ito .borrow from' the school so

Pass before Christmas?

The real problem is our DT-9
tractor. It has gone dead but
hope to get it on its feet soon
as ‘we can. raise, the dough to

i

pay for the parts.

But how soon can we raise
the dough:to pay for the parts?
In the meantime, donations are
sendable to Anaktuvuk Tractor
Party, at:Anaktuvuk Pass. ‘Dol-
lars or cents will be.of help.

Some familiés have borrowed
from: the' state school here at
Anaktuvuk.

oil comes  in: to our village.

we can keep warm?
Thank you for printing the
 article Mr. Rock. -

i

Try subscribing to T'JNDRA T|MES You won't bc sorry.

$8.00 per year..

| JonnB.cogHLL |

.umon OIL DISTRIBUTOR

for Tanana and Yukon River Villages
also in the Nenana, Clear, Healy areas

P.0. BOX 268, NENANA, ALASKA

SAVOY BAR

423 2nd

OWNER: '‘CURLY LEVI
MANAGER: TOMMY FULLER

Dellghtfully Umque

50 BOOKS
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MEN OF THE TUNDRA
Durmg the days of the Alaska Territorial Guard

NOW AVAILABLE

TUNDRA TIMES

CHENA BUILDING, 510 Second Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska -

$6.95

or
Send for the Book at Tundra Times; Box 1287, Fairbanks, Alaska

A Great Book by MUKTUK MARSTON About the
ALASKA TERRITORIAL GUARD

The MEN OF THE TUNDRA is a book that gave credit where it's due.
Muktuk Marston praised the ability of Alaska’s native men under war tite condi-
tions. He commanded the Alaska Territorial Guard with understanding, defended
them from discrimination. Major Marston formed a fine nucleus for the present
crack nativebattalionsof the Alaska National Guard. Muktuk tells the epic tale with
humor and, above all, w:th ever present understanding of the men he worked with.
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They have to be .
-returned to the’ school -if the
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