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Alaska this week from Washing-

ton, D.C., will fly to Barrow, -

Kotzebue and Unakleet during
the next few days to explain the
. comtract 'proposal and how it
will effect each village in Alaska.
' '“From now on, if a commun-
i wants to run their own
" sehool,”” he explained to the
o AEN Board “they can do it
witlr BIA money, for as long as
asmbsidy is necessary.”
The community will have op-
. tioms on personnel, -curriculum
'amd school policies. |
Lekanof ‘also announced a

planned expansion .of the bi- .'mis |
- the' White ‘House staff.
should insure his permanence .. |
and 'the success: of his changes '

lhgua] program presanlly oper-
ating ‘in the Bethel iarea to in-
clude 18 communities.
Presently, he -explained, the
BIA is committed to turn its
schools in- Alaska over to the
State Operated Schodls.
the new contract policy, how-

ever, communities will first be .

offered the option of running
their own school. . .

One of the purposes of Lek-
amof’s attendance  at the AFN
mreeting last weekend was to
explain recent polrcy changes
and reorganization in the BIA
to Alaskan Native leaders.

" ‘He  ‘referred - them to- last
week’s Tunira Times which out-
lined the changes developed by
BIA  Commissioner . Louis R:
Bruce which are presently being
enacted.

About 20 Field Administrator
positions, out of the 63 available,
have opened up due to the
chiange in this job from that of
Swperintendent and the policy
of rotating Superintendents who
have been in office over two

hmx. ;
The BIA offcer, .who is in

Under’

years, he said. i

Tundra Tunes, Wednesday, December 9 1970

| Villages to Subcontract . .

He ‘explained the policy of . .

‘rotating of Field Administrators

and how it will " effect local
Native groups.
Some of the questions asked

‘how to retain presént Superin-

tendents in the new job, a ques-
tion which concerns at least one
area which fears disruption of

promising . new, programs if a.'

new man comes in.
At the present time, about

75 per cent of the higher echelon.

BIA administrative staff in Wash-

_ington is Indian, for the-first’

time in the Bureau’s history.

According to Lekanof, Com--
missioner Bruce has support from

This

after the firing. of Secretary of
the’ Interior Walter Hickel who

strong!y advocated the Bureau s
“new look.

- AFN off’ czals were encour-
aged Sunday to take advantage
of the contract provisions of !he
BIA change

“Beginning unmedlately,

. announces a recent statement

by Commissioner: Bruce, “all
vacancies at all levels of BIA
operations will be held open and
monitored by Mr. Billy Mills
(head of a new:Washington of-
fice to negotiate contracts with
Indian groups) and his staff so
that tribes first are offered the
fullest opportunity. to assume
these positions under contract.”

Reaction ‘to the new  BIA
changes was generally favorable
among AFN 'Board members,

most of whom asked specific’

questions as to how the policies
would affect their home regions.

Eanacross Decides to Relocate
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thie State, west of the village:

High schoal students must
cross the river to meet the bus
which takes them to school in
Tok :

During - the = breakup  and
freezeup of the river, the chil-
deen cannot attend school. Also,
aecidents with the boats which
carry village residents: across the
rver have resulted in  near
tragedies.

Villagers fear a boat accident
in: the future might' cost the
lives of some of their-children.

With the village located on
the South side ‘of the river, all
of’ the " village children could
be: bussed ' to ' school in Tok.
. Those residents of Tanacross
who hold jobs at the present

“tame work in -Tok. Moving
thie. vrllage will enable more res-
idénts to work in Tok, and
perhaps’_enable “the village to
apen a gas station or other
" roadside facility on the highway.

This would provide more jobs
fos: the villagers, most of whom
now live off the land. ~They
would also have access to the
lasge airport located on the high-
way side of the river.

¢eos$” 41e " 1. need of repair or
rebuilding in the very near fu-
ture. . A move at this time,
villagers assume, will enable all
_of the. work to be ‘done at

“Moving a village is not some-
thing which can be done over-
night,” explained Bureau of In-
dian Affairs Field Administrator
Wally - Craig, who will: travel
‘te Tanacross later. this month
to~ discuss. the moye with the
viflage council.

“There are many factors
which have to be considered,”
hie said. - “‘Land, water, sewage;
edncation, transportation (both
air-and land), housing, economic
opportunities, and power are
all’ considerations  which ‘must
be.planned for,”

Mr. Craig expected to use
- the-experiencé the Bureau and
.other agencies had - gained 'in
Minto to plan the Tanacross

he buildings in Tana-"

move.-

Some time early -in 1971,
the village will probably invite
representatives of the many fed-
eral and state agencies which
would be involved in their move
to Tanacross—to discuss the plans
necessary - to make the move
areality. <

To start, the village will prob-
ably ‘apply. to the Alaska State
Housing Authority (ASHA) and
the BIA for housing funds.

The land the village expects
to move to is presently claimed
by ‘the :State, but ' has been
under. dispute " by -the village
for many years.. The village

. council of Tanacross has received
assurance from the State. that

the land would either be turned
over to the village or returned
to the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment for Tanacross to register
as a townsite.

Other agencies have already
been consulted for their -aid
in the village move.

-Four active cases of tubercu-
losis ‘among the 135 to 140

residents of the village are said

to have resulted from the crowd-

.. gd_conditions and madequale
“sewage facilities. -

The Public' Health Servnce
is considering' funding 'a joint
water and sewage project for
the new village. ' The planned
location for the new village of
Tanacross includes some old sew-
age 'lines, which might be re-
opened if they are usable.

If the village moves, the State
Operated School will be closed.

Mr. Craig, who still retains title .

to the school building for the
BIA, plans to turn the title
for. the: old building over to
the - village of - Tanacross. =~ It
would be - available then, for
use as a hunting lodge or other
facility.

“This is an opportunity to
show how state and federal agen-
cies can work with a community
in helping thme to accomplish
their aims,” said Mr. Craig. ‘“‘We
hope it can be ‘accomplished
with more cooperation and more
positively than it was in Minto.”

BARROW SUPPLIES-Alaska Airlines Hercules
aircraft is being loaded with bundles of Barrow
supphes that North Star 111 was not able to

unload 5'_at Barrow due to unseesonal heavS/ ice
formations. Note partial icefog conditions.
—~MADELYN.SHULMAN Photograph

Barrow Supply Airlift Completed

Unfavorable “weather condi-
tions in Fairbanks which kept
its:planes grounded for days at
a time delayed Alaska ‘Airlines’

completion of the massive airlift .

to Barrow till Tuesday morning.

The company obtained a four
day extension from the Bureau
of 'Indian ~Affairs ‘on its two

‘week contract to deliver the

supplies  the BIA' supply ship
North Star: Il was unable. to
deliver to the far north com-
munity last fall.

Days of heavy snowfall, fol-
lowed by two ' days of high
wind which  closed the airport
and drifted four feet of snow
over cargo piled in the Joading

. area delayed the airlift.

By last week, however, the
airlift - had resumed its round-
the-clock operations—with three
massive Hercules 4 engine turbo-
prop cargo planes making three
round trips-each to the village
on the top of the world.

Then- ice fog again- closed
the Fairbanks airport, causing
further delays.

‘In' a massive hangar at Farr-
banks. International, foodstuffs
which would suffer by freezing

wereunloaded from trucks which -

brought. them from the railroad
and loaded on sleds which could
be  moved qurckly into - the
planes.

Other . goods, which could
survive freezing were loaded and
waiting in the yard .outside.
Two days of snowfall and high
winds buried many of the sup-

- plies. under drifts,” which had

to be dug out before the aircraft
could finish. Cargo crews loaded

wa-Natives
Buy Buildings
At Barrow

Alaska Senator Ted Stevens

announced today that two build-"

ings ‘at Barrow have been sold
to Alaskans.

The two buildings were put
up for sale by the general services
administration which it charges
with the responsibility for sell-
ing surplus government property,
Stevens explained.

The buildings which must be
removed from their present sites
on government land were sold
to George N. Ahmaogak of Bar-
row: and Teddy Clark of Nap-
iaskiak under a competetive bid-
ding process, the Alaska Senator
said.

Since it was signed into law, August
14, 1935, the Social Security Act
has been amended eight times to

provide greater benefits for workers!
families.

each plane 'in 20 to 40 minutes.
Unloading at Barrow and Wain-
wright took less time.

“I .was on one of the flights
to. Barrow,” said Jack Pierce,
sales representative for Alaska
Airlines who is in Fairbanks

from . Seattle to work- on “the
airlift. . “We were on the ground
in Barrow for 11 minutes.”

At the end, airline officials
expected 60 trips to be made
to-the isolated towns of Barrow
and. Wainwright.

Land Distribution.
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law firm representing the ASNA,

the Slope group argued .Bill

30 was unacceptable to the
House Subcomnittee.

I'he Senate bill was attacked
as cumbersome, lengthy, with
mechanics which would be. un-
workable in practice. Members
of the House subcommittee on
the Interior, including chairman
Wayne Aspinall of Colorado,
were . said to want a simpler,
more direct claims bill.

The Arctic Slope Native As-
sociation claims use. and occu-
pancy for the 4,000 Eskimos
north of the Brooks Range of
55 million acres of land. This
includes, course; land which
is potentially “oil rich, eagerly
sought by oil companies in the
lower 48.

“House members don’t want
a ssettlement of claims which
will be subject to jurisdictional

. disputes among Native groups,”

commented AFN president Don
Wright. - “We should be wise
enough to realize there. will be
plenty for everybody.”

* Many Board members stress-

ed the value of the.land to their

people, many' of whom derive
their subsistence from the land
they claim.

“We have to realize that if
there -is ~a depression, many
people will return to live off the
land. -
“What you need . is unity
now. Your population is going
to explode. We need-our reser-
vations and we need the right
to run our own reservations.”

One possible compromise was
suggested to mend: the split be-
tween those groups' with large
amounts of land and those whose
land has already been lost to
government and other develop-
ment. The compromise would

divide the State at the Alaska .

Range, asking for most of the
acreage awarded - above the
Range, where more land is pres-
ently under Native dominion.

The ‘argument for this com-
promise, which was explained
by AFN attorney Clifford Groh,
was the Native groups from the
Southeast and Southcentral part
of Alaska would be able to
obtain little land in these pop-
ulated areas.

\

However, others argued, land
obtained south of the Alaska .
Range is valuable residential and
commercial property, land that
will increase in value as Alaska
develops. - Its certain monetary
value was compared to the Arctic
Slope- lands which, except for
mineral production, are barren
and-worth little on the commer-
cial real' estate market, though
of- inestimable value to the
people of the Slope.

David- Hickok, co-author of
the extensive Federal Field Com-
mission-Report, ““Alaska Natives
and “the Land” was invited to
the. Board meeting by State
Senator Willie Hensley to explain
how his Commission divided the
Native peoples into five regional
groups.

Hickok exp]amed the patterns
of use and. occupancy - which
his group studied in their analysis
of the Alaskan lands.

“Use and occupancy varies
in time,” he explained. “For -
example, the Tlingit use of land
hasn’t changed since: the early
1800’s. They use the sea. Other
groups have migrated at various
times to follow the game.” )

He explained that-a relatively
small ‘acreage of land, if chosen
carefully with first preference,
could give the Native -groups
control of the economic develop- -
ment of thier areas, especially
in the Arctic Slope.

For example, he said, land
chosen to include access routes

~and areas of proven mineral

wealth, seaports and other stra-
tegic areas would give the Eski-
mos efféctive control of - the
area,

Whether ‘the' AFN can reach
an agreement with the militant
ASNA 'is a question which may
not be resolved for several days.

“We realize each of you has
pride in his own land,” ASNA
head Joe Upicksoun told the
group.  ‘“By ‘an -accident of
nature, right now the eyes of
the Nation and the World are
centered on the North Slope...

“Without  intending to be-
little your lands, the real reason
for the entire settlement is the
oil, which by accident is on our
land, not yours.”



