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Janet
, .i? "

Janet , at IS15] 5 , is onon 'herher'

herher4ayway-
to

4ay4ay-

toto becoming ,' a delinquentdelinquent-delinqudelinquentAlnt-ntntAl-.-. Al-

'ready
Al-

ready'readyready' ' she ' hashahaC been in ., troubletrouble-
with

trouble-
withwith the

,
law-shopliftinglawshopliftinglaw-hopliftinghoplifting-$ , drink-drinkdrink-

ing
drink-

ing
drink-

ing
-

ing , smokingsm.oking. . Her parents areare-

.distraught
are-

.distraught.distraughtdistraught. .. ,

In]n their village , in the oldold-

days
old-

daysdays ,
,
children Weren'tWerent' exposedexposed-

toto the influences they face today .

They arearare at lossJoss to control thetlietlie-

girl
the-

girlgirl , afraidafrlid; she will get intointo-
serious

into-
seriousserious trouble .

Her parents themselves findfind-
the1e!the white man'smans' culture takingtaking-
its

taking-
itsitsits toll . There are no jobs . TheThe-
oldold wayswaY $ are disappearing . AlAl-AlAl-

coholism
Al-

coholism
¬-

coholism is causing rifts withinwithin-
the

within-
thethe family. .

What canclm bebe done ?
. Iftf she is lucky , Janet maymay-
spend

may-
spendtIospita1ityHousehospitalityHousespend some time at HospitalitytIospita1ity
House , a Unique home in Fair-FairFair-
banks

Fair-
banks

Fair-
banks

-
banks which takes girls with '

problems and attempts! to createcreate-
aa person who isi's's a lot closer toto-

becoming
to-

becomingbecoming an adult , better equipequip-equip-
ped

equip-
ped

-¬-
ped to face the frightening concon-con-
flicts

con-
flicts

¬-
flicts of being caught betweenbetween-
two

between-
twotwo cultures .

Hospitality House is the creacrea-crea-
tion

crea-
tion

¬-
tion of Mrs . Mable RasmussenRasmussen-
known

Rasmussen-
known(known as Mrs . R . to the girls) .

She came to Fairbanks fromfrom-
Superior

from-
SuperiorSuperior , Wisconsin twenty yearsyears-
agoagogo and she and her husbandhusband-
Harry

husband-
HarryHarry found girls lost in thethe-
streets

the-
streetsstreets .

"WhateverWhatever" she says , and she'llshellshe'UsheUshe'U-

object
she'll-

object
'

object , the fact that this wholewhole-
house

whole-
househouse exists is a testimony toto-

the
to-

thethe dedication and persistencepersistence-
ofof that woman and of her greatgreat-
love

great-
lovelove for the girls ," said one ofof-
her

of-
herher staff members .

'They'veTheyve"They've'" ' tried for 10 yearsyears-
to

years-
toto get the same thing in AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age and have failed because theythey-
had

they-
hadhadhadnono one with her drive andand-
determination

and-
determinationdetermination . She loves thosethose-
girls

those-
girlsgirls and they know it . She'llShellShe'll-
object

She'll-
object

'
object to saying that , but it'sitsit's-
true

it's-
true

'
true . No matter how muchmuch-
staff

much-
staffstaff you have or how talentedt31entedt31ented-
they

talented-
theythey are , you can'tcant' replace that . "

At its beginnings , in 1957 ,

HospitalityHospit31ity House was an atat-atat-

tempt
at-

tempt
¬-

tempt to rehabilitate the manymany-
girls

many-
girlsgirls who wandered the streetsstreets-
of

streets-
ofof Fairbanks , unable to findfind-
roots

find-
rootsroots or jobs . Today , it is aa-

home
a-

homehome for younger girls . ItsIts-

present
Its-

presentpresent residents are high schoolschool-
and

school-
andand junior high school students ,

ages 13 to 18 . They are girlsgirls-

who
girls-

whowho often have severe emotionalemotional-
problems

emotional-
problemsproblems , children who need a '

place to , go to recover from thethe-
stresses

the-
stressesstresses of their families , bebe-

strengthened
be-

strengthenedstrengthened to face the concon-con-
flicts

con-
flicts

¬-
flicts in their lives .

During the past year , HosHos-Hos-
pit31ity

Hos-
pitality

-¬-
pitalitypit31ity House has expanded intointo-
aa new wing , a light , airy , twotwo-
floor

two-
floorfloor wing of its older buildingbuilding-
onon Airport Way . This allows itit-

to
it-

tototohouse-househouse'house-' many community acac-acac-

tivities
ac-

tivities
¬-

tivities , serves for office space ,

houses a music room for the
15 to 18] 8 girls "inin" residence ."

The girls live in the old building-buildingbuilding-
a

-
a two story loglogresidenceresidence whichwhich-
was

which-
waswas a former American LegionLegion-
Hall

Legion-
HallHall .

Run by the PresbyterianPresbyterian-
Church

Presbyterian-
ChurchChurch , HospitalityHospit31ity House camecame-
into

came-
intointo being in 19571971957 ,. shaped byby-

the
by-

thethe work and urging of HarryHarry-
and

Harry-
andand Mable Rasmussen .

Mrs . Rasmussen found herher-
retirementretirement in Alaska postponedpostponed-
byby thethe-manythemany'- many

m- any'- many needs of the IndianIndian-
and

Indian-
andand Eskimo girls and familiesfamilies-
lost

families-
lostlostlostin-inin-. in the city . She has aa-

unique
a-

uniqueunique grasp of the problemsproblems-
"her

problems-
"her"herher" girls "" face in adapting theirtheir-
lives

their-
liveslives .

Contrary to some people'speoplespeoplepeople's-
ideas

's
ideas , HospitalityHospHality House is notnot-
aa home for unwed mothers oror-

f
or-

for
'-

severely
s-

everely
'-

severely
s-

everely
'-

severely
s-

everely
'

fprforff) delinquent girlsgirJs .

They handle , rather , girls withwith-
"special

with-
"special"specialspecial"" needs ." Most of theirtheir-
girls

their-
girlsgirls need short term help . AfterAfter-
aa few months or ,a year theythey-
are

they-
areare ready , as a rule , to returnreturn-
to

return-
toto their families or go to fosterfoster-
homeshomes .
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FINISHING HOMEHOME-MrsHOMEMrs-Mrs . Mable Rasmussen ,. whowho-
founded

who-
foundedfounded HospitalityHospita1ity House in 1957 , still overseesoversees-

the
oversees-

thethe operation of this "finishingfinishing" home " for rural

close attachments ," explainedexplained-
Mrs

explained-
MrsMrs . R as she talked about herher-
girls

her-
girlsgirls . 'ThisThis"This'" works in the village ,

but not here in the city . .' TheThe-
girls

The-
girlsgirls need a sense of personalpersonal-
identity

personal-
identityidentity , so they'retheyre' a real perper-per-

son
per-

son

¬-

son . ".
Many of her girls are torntom byby-

family
by-

familyfamily conflicts , demands mademade-
by

made-
byrequiredecisionsby many relatives whichwh ch require
decisions .

'TheyThey"they"rheyrhey'"" have to learn to makemake-
their

make-
theirtheir own decisions . Often , theythey-
get

they-
getget pulled in every direction ."
Almost overwhelmingly , the girlsgirls-

atat HospitalityHospit31ity House are Eskimo ,

Indian , half-bloodhalfbloodh31f-bloodh31f- , drawn fromfrom-
cities

from-
citiescities andandvillagesvillages all311 over AlaskaAaska] .

They are recommended by thethe-

Welfare
the-

WelfareWelfare Department ,. the DiviDivi-Divi-

sion
Divi-

sion
¬-

sion of CorrectionsCotrections ,. parents andand-

families
and-

familiesfamilies .

"ManyMany" of the girls are battlingbattling-
toto findfindaa sense$nse of pride in theirtheir-
heritage

their-
heritageheritage , while accepting whatwhat-
they

what-
theythey want from the white man'-

s
man-

s
man'smansman'scultu-

re

man'scultu-

re'
culture .,

"WeWe" try to bring out pride inin-

their
in-

theirtheir ownown race and the ability toto-

see
to-

seesee and accept themselves asas-

they
as-

theythey are .

"WeWe" try to teach them thatthat-
the

that-
thethe white man'smans' culture has somesome-some-
thing

some-
thing

¬-

thingdroptheirto offer , but not to dropdrop-
theirtheir own culture-tocultureto-- be proudproud-
of

proud-
ofof their own heritage . "

" .- ..",_ "
, . . . ;. . . .cc. ,... . .. ,, '..

girls . She speaks to._ her secretary here in theirtheir-
shiny

their-
shinyshiny new offices .

Photos by MADELYNMADE YN SHULMAN

Although the home is run byby-

the
by-

thethe Presbyterian Church , thethe-

girls
the-

girlsgirls who live there come fromfrom-
many

from-
manymany religions andandareare encourencour-encour-
aged

encour-
aged

¬-
aged to attend their own churchchurch-church-
es

¬-
es ., and participate in church acac-acac-

tivities
ac-

tivities
¬-

tivities . .

"AlongAlong" with a child'schilds' religionreligion-
isis his family ," explains Mrs . R .

"BreakBreak" that down and you havehave-
nothing

have-
nothingnothing . "

Residents of Hospitality HouseHouse-
attend

House-
attendattend local schools , join churchchurch-
groups

church-
groupsgroups , participate in communcommun-commun-
ity

commun-
ity

¬-

ity activities , invite their friends ,

hold parties and go to them .

The problems confronting NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive girls in Alaska are not unique ,

explains Mrs . R . In the StatesStates-
the

States-
thethe same transition problemsproblems-
might

problems-
mightmight be found among youngyoung-
people

young-
peoplepeople coming from rural areasareas-
to

areas-
toto the big city .

"OurOur" politicalpolitic31 set up and wayway-

of
way-

ofof life is changing . It'sIts' hard onon-

kids
on-

kidskids ,."

Other children face the samesame-
problems

same-
problemsproblems of the teen-ageteenage- yaers-yaersyaers-
rebellion

yaersr-
ebellion

yaers-
rebellion

--
rebellion ,. the false sophisticationsophistication-
they

sophistication-
theythey put on like a cloak to shutshut-
out

shut-
outout all311 help and feelings .

HospitalityHouseA girl sentent$ to Hospitality
House may be the victim ofof-
problems

of-
problemsproblems which disrupt her famfam-fam-

ily
fam-

ily
¬-

ily . In these cases , she is accept-accept-

.
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NEW1 ADDITION-ThlsADDITIONThlsADDITION-ThisThis- handsomel1andsome clapboardclapboard-
building

clapboard-
buildingbuilding on Kellum WayWay in Fairbanks isi $ thethe-
new

the-
newnew wing of HospitalityHos itality House , providingpoviding{ space-- . .

ed temporarilytemporarilywhilewhile anotheranother-
agency

another-
agencyagency works with her familyfamily-
toto make it possible for the parpar-par-

ents
par-

ents
¬-

ents to dealde31 with their child .

'TheThe"The'" family is the most imim-imim-

portant
im-

portant
¬-

portant thing ,:"' Mrs . RasmussenRasmussen-
believes

Rasmussen-
believesbelieves . She praises the WelfareWelfare-
Department

Welfare-
DepartmentDepartment workers who oftenoften-
help

often-
helphelp rehabilitate a family caughtcaught-
inin the problems of culture concon-con-
flict

con-
flict

¬-

flict.. Sometimes , with a difficultdifficult-
child

difficult-
childchild out of the situation , it isis-

easier
is-

easiereasier to solve some problems .

Many parents feel helpless inin-

the
in-

thethe face of a child who seemsseems-
impossibly

seems-
impossiblyimpossibly delinquent , difficultdifficult-
toto control.. This puts great stressstress-
on

stress-
onon an already difficult situation .

Life in HospitalityHQspitality House ,

with 15 girls and their variousvarious-
problems

various-
problemsproblems , is always hectichgctictic . OcOc-OcOc-

casionaUy
Oc-

casionally
¬-

casionallycasionaUy a girl will run away ,

the teenager'steenagers' frequent effort toto-

escape
to-

escapeescape his problems .

Girls bring to their counselors ,

house mothers and staff membersmembers-
their

members-
theirtheir conflicts between themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

¬-
selves and their families .

They, bring them their probprob-probl-
ems

prob-
lems

-¬-
lems in school , conflictsconflicU withwith-
other

with-
otherother people . The HouseBouse emem-emem-

ploys
em-

ploys
¬-

ploys a staffof five or six besidesbesides-
the

besides-
thethe Rasmussens , including aa-s a-

socialsocialcials worker . At least two staffstaff-
members

staff-
membersmembers are on duty aroundaround-
the

around-
thethe clock .

- ,

for offices and community activities . The loglog-

building'to

log-

building
'

buildingbuilding't-
o

buildingt-
o

to the right is now the girls ' residence .

Besides the
,

staff , volunteer
workers provideprovidemanymany services .

Work teamstearns come-
i

come from manymany-
communities

many-
communitiescommunities in trietilethe lower 4848-

each
48-

eacheach summer , sponsoredspnsored bjbyb)> theirItheirtheir-
local

their I
,

locallo 31 churches . One summer ,
they refurbished >,the garage andand-

parking
and-

parkingparking facilitiesfa ilities ofof the house .

Local volunteersvolunteets offer servicesservices-
for

services-
forfor home improvement-buildingimprovementbuildingimprovementbuilding-
bookcases

improvementbuilding-
bookcases

-
bookcases , cabinetscabineu , other heedneed-needheed-need-
ed

heed-
ed

¬-

ed improvements . They tutor ,

work with the girls , give musicmusic-
and

music-
andand other lessons . : Other groupsgroupsdonatedonate equipment ,,',' Clothing , andand-
help

and-
helphelp .

One day , Hospitality HouseHouse-
had

House-
hadhad three girls homehOq1e on suspensuspen-suspen-
sion

suspen-
sion

¬-

sion from school't-forschool'tschooltforschool'forschoolforschool-forschoolfor';"',- playingplaying-
truant

playing-
truanttruant some daysdaysbefore,.beforebefore.,

before . OnOn-

any
On-

anyany day , the officials at one ofof-

the
of-

thethe schools their girls attendatten'datten'd-
may

attend-
may

'

may call with a problem .

Besides its residents , HospitalHospital-Hospital-
ity

Hospital-
ity

¬-
ity House is the scene of manymany-
and

many-
andand varies community activities .

In] n . some cases , original comcom-com-
munity

com-
munity

¬-
munity activities have been takentaken-
over

taken-
overover by other agencie'sagencies' .

The Fairbanks Native WelWel-Wel-

come
Wel-

come
¬-

come Center now helps to aidaid-

newly
aid-

newlynewly arrived Native families .

Yet , last year ., Hospitality HouseHouse-
answered

House-
answeredanswered 50 to 75 calls for help-helphelp--help-
counseling

helpc-
ou.nseling

help-
counseling

--
counselingcou.nseling. ,. referral , food , clothcloth-cloth-
ing

cloth-
ing

¬-

ing and help inI locating placesplaces-
toto live .

Its community activities cencen-cen-

ter
cen-

ter
¬-

ter around helping families-tofamiliestofamiliesto-
prevent

familiesto-
prevent

--
prevent the vicious cycle of famfam-fam-

ily
fam-

ily
¬-

ily and child problems . TheyThey-
hold

They-
holdhold group activities for youngyoung-
couples

young-
couplescouples ,. nutrition classes , tailortailor-tailor-
ing

tailor-
ing

¬-

ing classes , provide a meetingmeeting-
place

meeting-
placeplace for local service groups .

One major resource is thethe-

severa
the-

severalseveralsevera ] thousand girls who havehave-

passed
have-

passedpassed through Hospitality HouseHouse-
in

House-
inin its overover 13 years of service .

Originally , they trained thesethese-
girls

these-
girlsgirls to be housekeepers , babybaby-baby-

sitters
baby-

sitters
.

¬-

sitters .

They became the wives andand-

mothers
and-

mothersmothers of many Fairbanks famfam-fam-

ilies
fam-

ilies
¬-

ilies , available to visit a newnew-
family

new-
familyfamily and provide friendshipfriendship-
and

friendship-
andand aid .

For many of them , HospitalityHospitality-
House

Hospitality-
HouseHouse is home . They writewntewnte-
home

write-
homehome for advice , call for helphelp-
with

help-
withwith many problems . ThoughThough-
they

Though-
theythey may have spent only a fewfew-

months
few-

monthsmonths , they are "theirtheir" girlsguls "
as long as they need a place toto-

call
to-

callcall home .

Native CraftCraftC-
ARVED

CraftC-
ARVEDCARVED IVORYIVORY-IVORYSlippers,- SlippcriSlipp.rlSlipprlSlippers. ;
muklukmukluksukluki. ; eoifomcustomcuom*, sealsealskin'§ .0101. .01Ikinol skinIkinIkin-
porkol

skin-
parkasporkolparkasjrkoi .
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ventiveyentivc medicine.. They'They' help keepkeep-

America
keep-

AmericaAmerica strqngstrgngIt1'qDgandIt1qDgand' and healthy .

BondsBoDd . are buildersLuiJden,, too100 .
They'llTheyllThey'lTheyl'' pay you back $44$$ for everyevery-
S3$33S3$ in jutjaatjust tevenInCDseven yearyeanyears* . And noDOD-
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no-

statestate or local incomeiocome taxes..
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PrescriptionPreacriP OD : TakeTakeODeoneODe BondBoDdBoDd-

each
Bond-
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Savingl
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SavingsSavingsSavingl Plan.. Sign up today .
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