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Editorial—
It Should Never

Hugh Nicholls wrote to the editor of this newspaper
this week ond set down his thoughts on a matter that
comes to the fore on occosions. When the subject in
question comes up, it usually emerges in o mixture of

sarcasm ond “look what we are doing for you'" manner. [OCPINEG & $24,434 grant fo
Although it may have emanated from the people who dis- ments ard a research
pense the service at times, it has also emanated from Plane Mat wil et

ordinty people in our population. When it does come up,
it can be highly discomforting indeed.

Hugh Nicholls wrote:

“It should never be construed by anyone that the
Alaska Native Health Service and the United States
Public Health Service | ndion Health Division, are forms
of charity and welfare benevolently bestowed upon the
aboriginal population. ' '

““This is a service dearly bought and paid for with
the blood of bygone Americon Indians in defense of their
homelands and reflected in treaties between the United
States govemment and the various original Americen
Nations.

“That this service is o right, deerly bought, and not
a chaoritable act of conscience appeasement, should
never be overlooked by any employee, no matter what
his office, of the U. S. Public Health Service.

“Upon o plaque at the main entry of every Indian
Health Service installation should be inscribed the
words, “The medical service offered by this facility are
a right and privilege gronted the original American in
recognifion of his struggle to protect himself against
the advances of an dlien civilization.® *

“ {(Continved from page 1)

last week was attended by Seraphim Stephan and Lecon
Chuitt from Tyonek, Don Wright of Cook Inlet Native Assoc-

to the state and native

W is o result of this meeting.
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