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Editorial -

Minority Panics...

1 Year $10.00 6 Months $ 5.50

1 Year $21.00 ° 6 Months $12.00

That minority of Alaskans which recently inspired a
panic reaction st the House version of the land
claims bill woul‘fz:l: well to recall the effort made by
the Alaska Federation of Natives on behalf of the non-
Native Alaskans.

The AFN took the initiative in insisting that the phrase,

- “subject to valid existing rights,” be included in the
public land withdrawal provision of that bill. :

It was not the conservationists, nor the miners, nor
the loggers, and not even the State Chamber of Com-
merce who made that request.

The AFN wanted a just and equitable settlement
of the Alaska Native lanju claims. Yet, it also took the
initiative to protect the rights of all Alaskans.

s are not qulck to panic. - We hope that
" admirable trait will continue to be exercised during fur-
ther deliberations on the land claims bill. -

Fires Kill...
e S

The rush to upgrade alrcmft navigational aides at
Juneau was prompted by the tragic fatal crash of a
jetliner near that airport. We hope that another dis-
aster isn’t required in order to modernize fire fighting
equipment in Alaska vi

Far too often, it s a tragedy involving loss of
life to correct such inadequacies as were demonstrated
during last week’s Kake fire. As Kake official Clarence
Jackson stated, “It’s just a miracle the whole town
didn’t go.” o .de o

Fu'e is a dreaded and rous enemy throughout

’ ge y through
responsibility to ensure public safe
and upgrade fire fighting equipment in ¢

, should review
wlhgcs

Poem...
D |

A Brother walks alone and
Tries hard to find
That which will help the
People most
Times of despair and
Loneliness -
He knows
But when he hears our
Prayers he is uplifted
Courage Brother for you
. Are not alone |
Others with the same dream
Walk the same
Hard road.

(From A.E.G.C. Newsletter)
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Borbridge
Assesses AFN
Convention

Members ;
Board of Directors
Alaska Federation of Natives

Dear Members of the Board of
Directors:

In retrospect the recent con-
vention of the Alaska Federation
of Natives which convened in
Fairbanks on October 8, 9 and
10, 1971, appears to have been
characterized in part by decisive-
ness and indecision; by organiza-
tion and lack thereof.

The delegates were not duly
seated and the assemblage could
not therefore formally do busi-

ness until 1:00 p.m. Sunday,

the last day of the convention
Action on a large number of
resolutions, .timely in - nature,
was indefinitely postponed.
Some of the important for-
‘mal actions taken in accordance
with appropriate parliamentary
procedures were inadequately
explained to the delegates, thus
causing occasional confusion and
uncertainty. Substantive discus-
sion, debate and action on the
land rights issue was deferred to
the last day. The delegates
were TALKED TO at a: time
when their opportunities for di-
rect involvement through discus-
sions and direct questioning
should have been exhanced ra-
ther than curtailed. )
Notwithstanding these  and
other deficiencies which  are
basically mechanical and conse-
quently correctable, | was elated
to note the following significant
and highly important develop-
ments; the attendance, interest
and participation of many young

. people and the assertion by the

constituency of the RIGHT TO
KNOW and the RIGHT TO BE
HEARD. [t was the assertion

will not truly belong to them
until they understand them and
exercise them.

During the development of
this understanding it is the obli-
gation of leadership both to
protect the rights of its people
and to remember that the con-
stitutions which define power,
by the act of defining limit that
same power or authority. In the
final analysis, it is the peoples’
rights and the peoples’ land. We
all serve the same purpose. For
this reason | respectfully disa-
gree with  those who either
mildly’ or ‘intemperately .chas-
tised the convention on the basis
that its motivations and actions
were unwarranted and indefen-
sible. A case couid be developed
that it was the convention that
was wronged. However, techni-
cally deficient were the action
of the people, the fact was: they
refused to go home before they
were ready!

Phillip Guy merely responded
to their plea for help; his res-
ponse was one of the heart. This
spontaneous response by
people marks the beginning of a
new era in the growth of the
Native people of Alaska. |
doubt that things will ever be
quite the same again—and this is
good.

The test of our leadership
will be far more exacting and
demanding in the days ahead.
Accountability =~ will become
more of a key concept.

That the convention ended
on a note of unity and purpose
is a compliment to a people who
have steadfastly
obstacle after obstacle in their
pursuit of justice.  That the
leadership received full support
of the people is a compliment
to both. We must. not forget—the
past is indeed prologue.

Sincerely,

John Borbridge, Jr. President
Central Council

Tlingit & Haida Indians

cc: Howard Rock

Stickman Asks
Village Road

Nulato, Alaska

October 15, 1971

Dear Friend:

It’s pretty easy to fight with
a piece of paper and -pencil.
Like Perdue and ‘Ketzler. |
used to like to fight with my
hands. | don't know what they

. want -{o be president of the

Tanana for. Must be
the money. or just lazy.

They ought to go out in a
heavy timber with a saw and

the

_ surmounted .

ax and see who can cut the
most pile of wood. That's the
way | hear my Grand Folks
used to fight, only it was who
could catch the most game with-
out guns.

Fast runner and tough one
is the one that wins. They even
did that for a girl, that's a
virgin girl. it

Howard, the reason I'm wri-
ting this—1 just hate Republicans.
Because 1930's | was trying
hard to raise a family, but the
marshal’s was after me ail the
time. -That's during the depres-
sion. They sneak around at
nights try and looking to put
someone in jail, so they could
make money on them.

They don't care about the
wife and kids—what they're go-
ing to eat while the husband in
jail 30, 60 or 90 days in jail for
nothing. In those days, they
never let a' man go after his
arrest, no suspendent, no bail.
This is why | hate the Republi-
cans.

Everyone | know s just for
himself, he's .out working and
figuring how to make money.
| always liked to be a tough
man. All | wanted was hard
work. Common labor.  The
harder | work the better | like
it. . That's the reason I'm still
working at 64 years old. 1 have
no physical problems.

'But the biggest surprise | had
was nine years ago. | was pretty
sick when the boss send for me
and asked me if | wanted to
work for him. That's the state
schools, on trailers etc. After he
hired me, | think labor foreman,
carpenter foreman, plumbers,
electricians, | had to run 33 men
and | was boss.

That's the job | hated and |
quit that kind of jobs. The third
day | was still sick. | go to :
work 7 am., 10 hours a day,

- couldn’t even hold water, could

not eat. | told the two medics
here in the yillage, but they
never came over, but after some-
one dies.  The house is full and
they play cards all night.

After the poor guy is dead,
he has a house full to visit
him and play cards all night.
| hope its not that way with

me. | hardly see a soul once in
a great. while, | think they're
scared of me.

.we had > Republican
fotmnor 1 go up looking a
job. | don't have a hard time to
get work, but they tell me in
the personnel office, the Repu-
blicans cut the budget. Then |
start talking about this and that
till' they get tired and give me a
job. Now. the Demacrat is
governor, | get job while I'm-
sick in bed. So | hope all the

(Continued on page 3)



