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Editorial—

= |
Achievement of Stature

The World Eskimo Olympics has become a definite
part of the colorful events staged annually in Alaska.
Its rather modest beginning back in 1961 created a spark
that grew steadily into public favor until today ithas
become one of the most colorful spectacles 1o see in our
state. This has been mode possible by dedicoted people
who worked hard to develop it inte what it is today.

Prior to its first staging in 1961, men like Frank
Whaley, A. E. “Bud’ Hagberg, and others, envisioned
its potential—its unique ond novel impoct on the public
with events of colorful old ‘cultures and contests of our
native people. How right they were. The City of o sty o e o B g iop
Fairbanks ond its Chamber of Commerce became inter- an¢  eat o e Lo -~ tate A RS, 5. Sekt |
gral parts of the progrom and the result has been that of - _. > indweby. aill-1 S m’ﬁmﬁ. m;;f iﬁ: i
warm public response. | mhas not stopped there but hos I “-,-H;.. mody ‘_“ d b e o 3”*‘*"%"‘? ﬁf ji.....;ﬂ?
steadily grown in popularity ond stature, thanks to ¢, "“-*-ﬁ::"”' -: 1{ ' —yeor
people like Mrs. Loura Bergt, chairman of the Olympics Offen | w’ nich sho oule
this yeor, ond those who ably assist her. They have

The World Eskimo Olympics is now wearing another 5€i- 1IN
feather on its hat. | t has now been officially recognized

by the State of Alaska through o Proclamation drawn
vp by Governor Walter J. Hickel. The Proclomation is

self—explanatory:
2 * O * G *
PROCLAMATION

World Eskimo Olympics

WHEREAS, the native Eskimoc and |ndien in" Alaska have
through the years developed novel and interésting athletic
events in keeping with their environments; ond
"WHEREAS, it is desirous that these events be perpetuated
as part of the heritage of our State and our pecple; and

WHEREAS, it is also desirable that this heritage be made
more widely available to Alaskans and the visiters to our
State; ond

WHEREAS, the City of Fairbanks, through ﬁl Fairbanks
Chamber of Commerce, has held and is continuing to hold an
annual event called World Eskimo Olympics, during which
these native athletic events are featured in contest fam: and

WHEREAS, this event substantially contributes to the
further dissemination of knowledge and understanding of our
native people to our other citizens and visitors:

NOW, THEREFORE, |, WALTER J. HICKEL, Govemor of
ﬂu!'mrlluf.l.luh-. doluniyupdl citizens of this stafe
fo cooperate and participate to the fullest extent possible in
the annval, August 9 - 12, 1967,

WORLD ESKIMO OLYMPICS '
and | further commend the City of Foirbanks for undertaking
and sponsoring the annuel m-lﬁll event.
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_ IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and _ __
coused the seal of the State M to be offixed this  The sddition of Mrs. Young . o 0
tenth day of July in the year -f Lord nhm-h-ﬁ-ld o the board :;;"‘";_,i' "3.;“ i o
// Walter J. Hickel
(SEAL)

ATTEST: /s/ Keith H. Miller
Secretary of State




