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 Man Pushes Imporlant Ncmve Hlslory

By MADELYN SHULMAN
Sl Stafmeer ‘
“Every t,luld anywhere has a
right ‘to. grow up. proud’ ‘of his
heritage.
crime you can perpetrate against
4 people than to deny them a
*pride in their history.”

When you live by. this state- :

ment, as Bill, Coperthwaite does,
it may guide you as it did him

. on athree year campaign to help
restore pride .in heritage to Es-
kimo people Who for many. 3 years
have been denied it.

Alaska’s rural schools, dom-
inated- by thgir orientation to
the lower 48; often bury the cul-
ture of the Eskimo children who
attend in their focus on  the
white culture joutside. ~ Eskimo

children are t.mght a white view '

of Alaska. |

Examples,  say Coperthwau&
are ‘numerous.. |For-many years,
in books and documentaries; Es-
kimo and Indian children learned
that -in - 1741 Vitus Bering: dis-
covered Alaska.

The implicationis clear. - To
the white world, Alaska and its
thousands of: native people had
no_ history  till the white man
came. :

To combat the ‘psychological
damage to children of learning
these - things.
brought  his first. experimental
Eskimo Heritage program 1o ‘A-
laska.

How does a Heritage program

: work? In' the case of this one,
Coperthaite traveled from village
to village - 13 in the past -year

from Togiak to Hooper Bay.-

With him, he brought his exper-
iment - a program -of films,
slides, examples of Eskimo art
highlighted by artifacts bor-
rowed from the National Mu-
seum of Canada in Ottawa, the
Peabody and AldSkd Smte mu-
seums.

“Valuable artifacts which the
the museum might not just send
out by mail or freight, they will
allow to be hand carried to the
villages,™
plained.

In the villages, (‘openhwane‘ 1

collected responses to:his pro-
grams. Do the. teachers like it?
How- do the
‘How: do' their parents and other
villagers feel?

On the whole, he found vil-
lagers excited; interested and en-
thusiastic.. ‘Teachers wanted to
know how such a program could
become an integral part of the
schools.

Improvement, - Coperthwaite
believes, . must mainly come
through teacher training. Teach-
ers must be aware that the art.on
the - walls of -their classrooms
should Eskimo and. their fo-
c i histd i

and thejr culture.
After collecting

sals to various concerned agen-
cies.

“I'm simply throwing -some
ideas - before - people,”
“ideas which can go into teacher
orientation, perhaps ' reinforced
with a one week visiting program
in the schools.

The Eskimo, Heritage Program
started  three years ago when

i Coperlhwane

‘T'don’t know a greater

" richness:

Bill Copethwaite .

Coperthwaite  ex-.

children react?

responses,
Coperthwaite will .write -propo-

he says,

T T T e e . . T v v ——— — — — — — = — —— — o

visited Hooper
Bay: 'in search- of early Eskimo
drafts for a project. on handi-
crafts. ‘Before _this he had’
worked onhandicrafts projects

for OEO ‘and cther agencies in,

many ‘parts of the world. In his
native Maine,- he -had’ taught
sthool; beconie involved in edu-
umon

" In the villages, he found peo-
plc concerned that their children
were. growing: up_ashamed of’
their " heritage, ignorant of its
After talking with
various people, he:felt that with
his ‘wide contacts with various
museums and - universities he
might be able to help.

- Harvard  University -~ invited

him to work. on! this as part of a

PHD program in Education. So,
he went.
At Harvard, \Vhl]C e\ammmg

- Eskimo - materials for a‘ year,

Coperthwaite also developed the
yurt.
“round building. held" together
by a .tension band’ ‘in descrip-
tion.

“You can ‘use ‘it as construc-
tion, as a cooperation project
between teachers and students,
as various . things. The’ spatial
quality of the yurt is different

The. yurt' is unique - a-

-,xf

than any ‘other room,’ Coper(h
waite explained.
The first yurt he built. at

Hmard touched’ off wide in-

terest-and in the two years since

about- 50 have been built across
the country, mainly as coopera-
tive -training projects in schools.
.+ Sale of plans and buildings is

- controlled by the Yyt Founda-

tion, which holds the patent to
the invention.

into" his Alaskan project - and it
partly. financed' his ‘trip to: A

\* . Jaska.

‘During his quest for mater-
ials, ‘Coperthwaite: discovered a
severe lack of documentary films
and photos about ‘the Alaskan
Eskimo and Indian People.

In' Canada, the Canadian Film

Board has produced an excellent
series of ethnographic films on
the Canadian Eskimos; showing
numerous traditional - activities.
He used many of these in his ex-
perimental project.

One- résult of: this- Eskimo
Heritage project may be encour-
agement. to various agencies who
have expressed an interest in this
type of program.

One -important one, the Alas-
ka State Museum, is anxious to
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. UNION OIL DISTRIBUTOR

for Tanana and Yukon River Villages
also in the Nenang, Clear, Healy areas

P.0..BOX 268, NENANA, ALASKA
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SAVOY BAR

423 2nd

OWNER:
MANAGER:

CURLY LEVI
TOMMY FULLER

Dellghtfully Unique !

‘Office
270 Illinols St.

DID YOU KNOW

You can burn coal for
half the cost of any other fuel?

USIBEI.I.I
COAL MINE, INC.

e Economical

°® an Alaskan
Industry

Alaska
Railroad Ares

+ Coperthwaite -
channels his share of the funds

- Tundra Time_S,-Wednééday’, ’April 14, 1971

use lhcnr ‘excellent collection of
materials to help the native peo-
ple: . They plan a Heritage ma-
tcrialé kit to go to village schools
utilizing parts of. their artifacts
collection,

As a visiting scholar this year
at ‘the University of Alaska,
Coperthwaite' also: spoke with

members ofthe Teacher Corps,,

the Ruml Schools  Project, ‘the

“stand . up ‘and say, -
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State Schools and other agencies
who, could establish a program in

- Eskimo culture as part of their

teacher training.

Hopefully, the time will come
when Eskimo children, proud of
their ‘heritage, will be. able"to
Vitus Bering
did not discover Alaska: My an-
cestors did and know' they  are
right.: .

Aluska Business Directory

. PERKINS MUSIC
Guitar, Violin, Banjo

: Sales & Repairs

Bows ' re-haired. ' Cases,

Strings and Accessories
in stock.

Special Orders lnv.ited.
Mail Orders Processed in 24
hours.

P.O.Box 339
College, Ak. 99701

3535 Shanley St.
479-6351

‘House of Fabrics

Fabrics for all your
sewing needs

406 Barnette, Fairbanks, Alaska

Sachs

Hi‘gh Style . . .
at Low Cost . ..

© Comy |(Icl\ ocrlated fuenshings
i
or all your olfice needs

Fairbanks
Office Supply

SUPPLIES

We, have the iargest inventory and variety
of office supplies in Alaska

PROMPT- MAIL ORDER SERVICE
TO INTERIOR ALASKA

Write tor Free Catalog

M Ali Cash and COD Mail -
EN’S H Orders Sent
s OP Freight or Postage FREE!
108 Cushman..,456<4017 AN mai arders wilf be semt COD untess
an account has been established
AURORA DEAN'S
 BARBER SHOP BEAUTY
Alberta Grant - Manager LOUNGE
Room 107
524 2nd-Ave. . a66-1071§ § S°7oP Baleaty

S LABELS 1

FREE GIFTIW

/ T -5
2 gl 100 Deluxe, Goid SUI
/ 2-culor,

guinm
Latels pnnlcu -rlm AM
. 1!‘

Drug & Photo

'*ALASKA’S 'LARGEST”
Prompt Mail Order
SERVICE & PHOTOFINISHING

*Prescriptions
“*Photo Supplies
*Cosmetics
*Sundry. Items

DONALSON
COMPANY
PO Box 845
Anchorage,
Alaska
Phone 279-3025

Tundra Times
Brings YOU
THE News

Achm'an N
ELECTRIC

170V willow Street
Fairbanks, Alaska
452. 9

- A=1 YECORD SHOP
.Foodland Shopping Mall

MAIL ORDERS OUR SPECIA' ¥

P.0. 3o0x 1313
Telephone 452-3335

Alaska National Bank
of Fairbanks
Complete Banking Service

Branches ot University

Nenana - Airport Road

Eielson — Delta ~ Tok
Main Office—Northward Bldg.

Jean’s
. Fabric Shop

1st & Cushman
Fairbarks, Alaska

:Fairbanks Lumber Supply
“Where One Call
Supplies It All”’

Box 629 - 272 lllinois St.
Garden Isle, Fairbanks
'452-2183

Yukon Office
Supply, Inc.

Sales - Service - Rentals
511 Gaffney Rd., Fairbanks
Phone - 452-1148




