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YOUNG ' NATIVESNATNES TAKE TO NATIVE DANCING
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TRAVELING LUNCHLUNCH-BrendaLUNCHBrenda--Brenda Parker and Ce-CeCe-

lena
Ce-

lena
Ce-

lena
---

lena Eagleman , out of costume , eat lunch atat-
the

at-
thethe Fairbanks Native Community Center . During

- . -

INDIAN REGALIA-RockyREGALIARocky- Boy ChippewaChippewa-
Cree

Chippewa-
CreeCree Dancer Charlotte Wolfchild dons her dancedance-
regalia

dance-
regaliaregalia before a performance at the Traveler'sTravelers'

the three day convention the 19 dancers andand-
singers

and-
singerssingers boarded at local homes , werewere coordinatedcoordinated-
through

coordinated-
throughthrough the Center .
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CLASSROOM PARTICIPATIONPARTICIPAPART IC TION-Derponstra-TIONDerponstraIPATION-Dernonstra-IPATIONDernonstraIPATIONDernonstra-
ting

TIONDerponstra-
tln9

--Demonstra ¬-

tingtln9 in Eskimo dance class here are Johnny andand-
Jimmy

and-
JimmyJimmy Evak , Debbie Jessop , Cheryl Gallahorn

and Gilbert Schaeffer .. Most Kotzebue studentsstudents-
arrive

students-
arrivearrive at school half an hour or more early toto-
attend 'attend dance classes...

I; :;
I ..-

'l !I\I\I-
tt 'ff' ) .

ii-
r

i-

f

r'
i

'
f llf.

f °

"
.

- ,

- \

I
* aoao-

I

t
It

Ik

kI

i- - - - - - - - -

JnnInn in Fairbanks.. Her elaborate beadworkbead work waswas-
done

was-
donedone by her mother.

.

Special Programs Have-
Music

HaveHave-
MusicMusicMusic,, Language,, Arts

The lashrashrashofof programs in AlaAla-Ala-
skan

Ala-
skan

¬-

skan schools to introduce EskiEski-Eski-
mo

Eski-
mo

¬-

mo and Indian children to thethe-
culture

the-
cultureculture of their forefathers isis-
equaled

is-
equaledequaled or surpassed by

, propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

-¬

grams on Indian Reservations inin-
the

in-
thethe lower 48 which combinecombine-
standard

combine-
standardstandard American curriculacurricula-
with

curricula-
withwith special programs in IndianIndian-
language

Indian-
languagelanguage , music , dance , craftscrafts-
and

crafts-
andand art..

This year , the Alaska FederaFedera-Federa-
tion

Federa-
tion

¬-

tion of NativesNati'iesNatiies' and the Chippe-ChippeChippe-
wa

-

wa Cree Tribe of Rocky BoyBoy-
Reservation

Boy-
ReservationReservation of Montana are runtun-tunrun-runtun-
ning

run-
ning

¬-

ning a culturalcultur31 exchange propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram . In October , AFN memmem-mem-
bers

mem-
bers

¬-

bers attending the Federation'sFederationsFederation's-
annual

Federation's-
annual

'
annual conventionconven : :_on were treatedtreated-
toto a performance by the prizeprizprize-
winningwinning Chippewa Cree IndianIndian-
Tribal

Indian-
TribalTribal Children'sChildrens' Dancing andand-
Singing

and-
SingingSinging team .

Nineteen young Montana InIn-InIn-
dian

¬.-
dian childrenchildien , ranging in ageage-
from

age-
fromfrom eight to fourteen , traveledtraveled-
toto FairbanksFairbank$ to perform for thethe-
AFN

the-
AFNAFN .

Later in the year , EskimoEskimo-
children

Eskimo-
childrenchildren from theUte Eskimo dancedance-
program

dance-
programprogram in Kotzebue plan toto-
tour

to-
tourtour Montana ,. North Dakota ,

Florida and other States . SoSo-
far

So-
farfar , funding has not been obob-obob-
tained

ob-
tained

¬-

tained .
The Children'sChildrens' Dance TeamTeam-

at
Team-

atat Rocky Boy grew out of aa-
movement

a-
movementmovement in 1969 when thethe-
Chippewa

the-
ChippewaCreeChippewa-CreeChippewaCreeChippewa -- ree there decided toto-
form

to-
formform their own public schoolschool-
district

school-
districtdistrict .

As a traditional tribe , Rocky
BoyRockyBoyresidents found their chilchtl-chtlchil-chtl-
dren

chil-
dren

¬-

dren severely penalized by thethe-
public

the-
publicpublic school'sschools' system ofofnotnot

. teaching school topics till chilchil-chil-
dren

chil-
dren

¬-

dren learned English .

In 1955 ,. seventy-fiveseventyfive- per centcent-
of

cent-
ofof the students from the reserreser-reser-
vation

reser-
vation

¬-

vation entered school able toto-
communicate

to-
communicatecommunicate only in the verbalverbal-
and

verbal-
andand written Cree language . FewFew-
were

Few-
werewere able to successfully comcom-com-
plete

com-
plete

¬-

plete high school..
After years of meeting resisresis-resis-

tance
resis-

tance
¬-

tance from the boards of locallocal-
schools

local-
schoolsschools to any type of bbiculturalbicultural-
or

{cultural
or cultural program , the ChipChip-Chip-
pewa

Chip-
pewa

¬-

pewa Cree decided to10 form theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown Public School District.. Bi-BiBi-
cultural

Bi-
cultural

Bi-
cultural

-

cultural and bilingual programsprograms-
were

programs-
werewere a number one priority .

As part of an extensive propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram in traditional tribal dancesdances-
and

dances-
andand American Indian music ,

several dancing and singingsinging-
troops

singing-
troopstroops were formed . In thethe-
state

the-
statestate of Montana , the childrenchildren-
competed

children-
competedcompeted and won against adultadult-
dance

adult-
dancedance groups .

Their costumes , painstakinglypainstakingly-
hand

painstakingly-
handhand made and decorateddecorated byby-
parents

by-
parentsparents , were estimated to costcost-
SSOO$500500SSOO$ to $15001500$ a piece .

In Kotzebue , children at thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool Havefiave recently started toto-
learn

to-
learnlearn the Eskimo songsSQngs and dandan-dan-
ces

¬-.
ces of their forefathers . The propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram has brought enthusiasticenthusiastic-
participation

enthusiastic-
participationparticipation from the childrenchildren-
and

children-
andand their parents .

In the morning , the KotzebueKotzebue-
school

Kotzebue-
schoolschool is transformed by thethe-
sounds

the-
soundssounds of Eskimo drums .

Hopefully , funding will bebe-bebe-
come

be-
come

¬-

come available to send thesethese-
children

these-
childrenchildren down to the lower 48 ,

to perform at stateside IndianIndian-
conventions

Indian-
conventionsconventions , schools , celebracelebra-celebra-
tions

celebra-
tions

¬-

tions..
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KOTZEBUE DANCEB-CherylDANCEBCherylDANCER-CherylDANCERCheryl-- Gallahorn demonstratesdemo:1stra.tesdemo1stra.tesdemo1stratesdemonstrates:
.

,the Eskf-EskfEski-EskiEskf-
mo

Eski-
mo

Eski-
mo

-

mo dancing , she has been learninglearningthlslearningthis., ,
this '-yea

y-

ea' year(*"

throughthithroughgh ' a specialspecial-
class

special-
classclass offered at her school ., The dancers , are , being groomedgroomed-togroomedtogroomedto-
form

.- toto-
formform a performing team which may traveltrvel to the <., lower 48 .


