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by SUSAN TAYLOR
staffwriter

handicapped children in rur-
al alaska are often unable to ob
irainttainitaini specialspecial education or training
in their village so the bureau of
indian affairs has turned to
familiesaliesilies in alaskan urban areas
for help

under what is known as the
foster care program the handi-
capped child leaves his village for
nine months and lives with foster
parents in a placeplace such as fair-
banks where he can receive the
special training that he needs

about 40 children from the
fairbanks BIA district are cur-
rently participating in the pro-
gram but the bureau would like

i to see the number climb to 100
the fairbanks office covers a

3350005000 square mile area or rough-
ly the northern half of alaska

according to mrs jean
beyrer the BIA child welfare
worker for the fairbanks area
the agency would like to build up
the program in order to meet
the needs of all handicapped
children

handicapped in this instance
might mean that the child is par-
tially or completely deaf a slow
learner retarded or has family
problems

we discourage taking a nor-
mal child away from his home
just for a better education she
stressed

ordinarily a child in the pro
gram stays with his foster par-
ents for an entire school year and
returns to his native home in the
summer in some cases the child
will stick with the same foster
parents until he graduates

A handicapped child of any
age is eligible for the program as
long as he is still in school

the BIA locates the handi-
capped children through teach-
ers public health nurses or wel-
fare social workers in the villages

in the past the main problem
has been an inability to find
enough foster parents mrsmrsoarso
beyrer said

to qualify the parents must
have definite interest in children
and a desire to work with a
handicapped child

we like for the foster par-
ents to care for the child as if he
were their own the child wel-
fare worker stressed

she noted that the BIA would
prefer native foster parents but
that such is not necessary

in fact she added most of the
foster parents have been cauca-
sian

residents from any area in
interior or northern alaska not
only fairbanks are eligible to
apply

however mrs beyrerbey aerrer explain-
ed that the handicapped child
can be sent only where the
special education or training that
he needs is available

before making any placements

she visits both the foster parents
and the home of the child in an
attempt to match the child with
a particular home

sometimes when a caucasian
adopts an eskimo or indian
child problems tend to arise from
cultural differences

many native children do not
speak much english and have
not been around very many
white people

for many of them the mans
role in the family is one of a
hunter and fisherman the diet
frequently consists of caribou
whale and fish and ties within
the family are very strong in
the caucasian family customs are
usually quite different and the
BIA tries to explain these differ-
ences to both the foster parents
and the native child mrs beyrer
said

to further help the child ad-
just his parents are encouraged
to accompany him to his new
home and to remain with them
for a few days

after placement mrs beyrer
said that she is available to either
the foster parents the child or
the native parents for counseling

she noted that she is supposed
to travel 40 per cent of the time
but that with 35000 square
miles to cover it is difficult to
visit the native parents as often
as she would like

one problem she said is that
the parents frequently do not
answer letters of the children

there are no fifinancialancial dequrequrequire-
ments

ire
for the foster parents al-

though the BIA would prefer
that the parents not depend too
heavily on the monthly check
for support in case the payment
is late in arriving

foster parents receive S 174
per month for a child 13 years
of age or older and S 121 per
month for a child 12 years old
or younger of these amounts
the child gets 15 a month for
allowance 15 a month for
clothing upkeep and with the
rest the parents are to provide
food shelter etc

deraasveraasveralasberalas club
by NORMAN JOSEPH

beaver alaska
the veralasberalas 4 H club met

febofeb 27th with 12 members pre-
sent the program was given by
gilbert joseph sam hope sam
blacket clifford adamsadms and

i ronnie evans
the program was play and

safety ulak hope and jerry
henry gave demonstrations about
felt pictures and norman joseph
gave a demonstration showing the
use of special papier mache for
filling cracks in the wood well
use for decoupagedecoupage

ulak hope and gilbert joseph
made piesies to serve at the meet-
ing the next meeting will be
march 18
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the important function of
firefighting in alaska will contin-
ue to be thethetrustedtrusted responsibility
of alaskan natives according to
senator tedtea stevens

alaska natives who have been
organized and trained as spe-
cializedcialized fire crews will be hired as
a crew these special crews are
known in many states tobe
highly respected firefightersfirelighters who
take pride in doing a goodgoodiobjobiob

the senator for alaska saidgaid

that he had also been assured
by the director of the bureau of
land management boyd L ras-
mussen that many other alas-
ka natives would be hired alas-
ka natives will also be used to
perform fire prevention duties on
a full time seasonal basis said
senator stevens

there is no requirement to
take the civil service Corncommissionmission
entrance examination or any
other type of examination to be
eligible for emergency firefighting
work said senator stevens

in the interest of all alaskansalaskasAlaskans
who abhor environmental pollu-
tion senator ted stevens has
asked the navy to make a 3
million dollar commitment to
clean up the rusted barrels and
scattered debris at naval petro-
leum reserve no 4 in the nor-
thern

nor-
them portion of alaska

alaskansalaskasAlaskans particularly alas
kans most familiarfiliar with the area
the native alaskansalaskasAlaskans of barrow
umiatomiat and other northern com-
munitiesmunities should be employed in
the cleanupclean up operation said
senator stevens

stevens said that the time to
clean up is now and that the

3 million commitment should be
made at the rate of 1 million a
year he indicated that the costs
of the cleanupclean up would be largely
recoverable through the resale of

thebarrelsthe barrels
by cleaning up the existing

mess at petapet4pet4wewe can correct damdain

S H

age that has been denetodonetodone to the e- j I1

vironmentvirohmentvironment of our state
senasenatorbiorior stevens
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watches 169516.95 & upUpl
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orders
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JOHN be COGHILL
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for tanana and yukon river villages
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Mmuklukuklukoopshop BOB & TANATAXA ak1kar

alaskan patterns persian roomparkas mukluks mittens
mailoedersMailOmail orderseders filled 548 2ndand ave

523 2ndand ave fairbanks alaska

PERKINSPEPMNS MUSIC
guitar violin banjo 1.1sales & repairs T

bows rehare hahairedialredlred cases
strings and accessories
in stock

special orders invited
mail orders processed in 24
hours high style

at low costpobox 339 3535 shanley st
college ak 99701 47963514796352479 63516352
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PO boxson 25s22s52 farbanlualu&xfaank&aaska 99701701

fabrics for all your
sewing needs SUPPLISUPPLIESES

weW hahav the largest tnvntofykwerdory and variety
of office suppliessuppltes in alaska

406 barnette fairbanks Aalaskalaska PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE
TO INTERIOR ALASKA

write for free catalog

F sachs all cash and COD mail
orderssentorders sent

MENSE SHOP freight or postage FREE 1
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108 ccushnian456cushmon 45640174017 an account has been established

DEANSFAIRBANKS
barbershopBARBER SHOP BEAUTY

LOLOUNGEUNGEglenn cupp owner
alberta grant assistant room 107

5435432mfaveand2nd ave 4529811452 9811 co op balcony
4522060452 2060 s

noooo&nbeettm1Abe191I CARIESCARRSFREE GHTGWT boxabox113oxi
10002600 iedeluxeluxe gold serlstrlstapstnp
2 color cuouned ladddpadddpa221colori 404 cushmanlabellabels printed withth ANANYMIname addrestaddresyaddrrsadders & ald2ldsas1 quteoxlcqxte

Z

AsAVV CO MAILMXL ORDERSOMERS WELCOMED
x ass5ss92gtafrba1&sfairbanks

COOPCO OP LEWIS LODGE

drudrug & photo bethel alaska
hotel restaurant taxi

ALASKAS LARGEST 1 I

prompt matmai I1 order
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sundry items

Ppobox0 box 1390 fairbanks PO boxtox 1313
telephone 452434523335452 433335

alaska nationNotionalnotionalbonkalbaBonk

DONALSONDOMLSON of fairbanks
complete banking service

COMPANY branchebranches at uniunlvrxltyvrsityvasity
jonananenonanonana airport road
elelsonedelson delta tok

16pobox845POBoxIJ box 845 main office northward bldg

anchorageanchortaryg016lur jeans
alasalaskaka fabric shop

phone 2793025279 3025 1stast & cushman
Fairfairbanksfairballfairbellballks alaska

fafajrbonksFajrilebanklrbankbonkss lulumbermaerm6er sugasugpsupplyii yukon office
wherehere one call

supplies it all supplyq inc
BOboxx629629 272 1I II11if iignotsinotsnol

i i st sales service rentalsgardenggrdogardo isle falfairbanksfrbcm ksn 55111f gaffangaffngaffneyey rd fifairbanksa
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