By SUSAN TAYLOR
Staff Writer

Handicapped children in rur-

Alaska are often unable to ob-
ain special education or training

their village so the Bureau of
ndian Affairs has turned to
families in Alaskan urban areas
or help.

Under what is known as the
Foster Care Program, the handi-
capped child leaves his village for
nine months and lives with foster
parents in a place such as Fair-
banks where he can receive the
special training that he needs.
About 40 children from the
Fairbanks BIA district are cur-
rently participating in the pro-
gram, but the Bureau would like
to see the number climb to 100.
The Fairbanks office covers a
35,000 square-mile area or rough-
ly the northern half of Alaska.
According to Mrs. Jean
Beyrer, the BIA child welfare
worker for the Fairbanks area,
the agency would like to build up
the program in order to meet
the needs of all handicapped
children.

Handicapped in this instance
might mean that the child is par-
tially or completely deaf, a slow
learner, retarded, or has family
problems.

“We discourage taking a nor-
mal child away from his home
just for a better education,” she
stressed.

Ordinarily a child in the pro-
gram stays with his foster par-
ents for an entire school year and
returns to his native home in the
summer. In some cases, the child
will stick with the same foster
parents until he graduates.

A handicapped child of any
age is eligible for the program as
long as he is still in school.

The BIA locates the handi-
capped children through teach-

ers, public health nurses or wel-
fare social workers in the villages.

In the past, the main problem
has been an inability to find
enough foster parents, Mrs.
Beyrer said.

To qualify, the parents must
have definite interest in children
and a desire to work with a
handicapped child.

“We like for the foster par-
ents to care for the child as if he
were their own,” the child wel-
fare worker stressed.

She noted that the BIA would
prefer native foster parents but
that such is not necessary.

In fact, she added, most of the
foster parents have been Cauca-
sian.

Residents from any area in
interior or northern Alaska, not
only Fairbanks, are eligible to
apply.

However, Mrs. Beyrer-explain-
ed that the handicapped child
can be sent only where the
special education or training that
he needs is available.

Before making any placements,

Veralas Club

By NORMAN JOSEPH
Beaver, Alaska

The Veralas 4—H Club met
Feb. 27th with 12 members pre-
sent. The program was given by
Gilbert Joseph, Sam Hope, Sam
Blacket, Clifford Adams, and
Ronnie Evans.

The program was Play
Safety. Ulak Hope and Jerry
Henry gave demonstrations about
felt pictures and Norman Joseph
gave a demonstration showing the
use of special papier mache for
filling cracks in the wood we’ll
use for decoupage.

Ulak Hope and Gilbert Joseph
made pies to serve at the meet-
ing. The next meeting will be
March 18.

or Handicapped—
- More Foster Care
Homes Needed

and

she visits both the foster parents
and the home of the child in an
attempt to match the child with
a particular home.

Sometimes, when a Caucasian
adopts an Eskimo or Indian
child problems tend to arise from

“cultural differences.

Many native children do not
speak much English and have
not been around very many
white people.

For many of them, the man’s
role in the family is one of a
hunter and fisherman, the diet
frequently consists of caribou,
whale, and fish, and ties within
the family are very strong. In
the Caucasian family customs are
usually quite different, and the
BIA tries to explain these differ-
ences to both the foster parents
and the native child, Mrs. Beyrer
said.

To further help the child ad-
just, his parents are encouraged
to accompany him to his new
home and to remain with them
for a few days.

After placement, Mrs. Beyrer
said that she is available to either
the foster parents, the child, or
the native parents for counseling.

She noted that she is supposed
to travel 40 per cent of the time
but that with 35,000 square
miles to cover, it is difficult to
visit the native parents as often
as she would like.

One problem, she said, is that
the parents frequently do not
answer letters of the children.

There are no financial require-
ments for the foster parents al-
though the .BIA would prefer
that the parents not depend too
heavily on the monthly check
for support in case the payment
is late in arriving.

Foster parents receive $174

r month for a child 13 years
of age or older and $121 per
month for a child 12 years old
or younger. Of these amounts,
the child gets $15 a month for
allowance, $15 a month for
clothing upkeep and with the
rest the parents are to provide
food, shelter, etc.
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SAVOY BAR

OWNER: CURLY LEVI
MANAGER: TOMMY FULLER

WELCOME DOGMUSHERS !

RAI.PH PERDUE

Native Jeweler

« Watches, $16.95 & Up
* Wedding Rings 2/ na
* Watch Repair

P.0O. Box 1653 Fairbanks

JOHN B. COGHILL

.umou OIL DISTRIBUTOR

for Tanana and Yukon River Villages
. also in the Nenana, Clear, Healy areas

P. O. BOX 268, NENANA, ALASKA
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BLM: Would Hire Many Natives—

Stevens Lauds Native Fneﬁghte

The important function of
firefighting in Alaska will contin-
ue to be the trusted responsibility
of Alaskan natives, according to
Senator Ted Stevens.

“Alaska natives who have been
organized and trained as spe-
cialized fire crews will be hired as

a crew. These special crews are
lmown in many states to . be
highly respected firefighters whu
take pride in doing a good job.”

The Senator fnr Alaska said
that he had also been “assured”™
by the director of the Bureau of
Land Management, Boyd L. Ras-
mussen, that “ma:ny“ other Alas-
ka natives would be hired. “Alas-
ka natives will also be used to
perform fire prevention du ues on

a full time seasonal basis,” said
Scnatur Stevens.

“There is no requirement to
take the Civil Service Commission
entrance examination oOr any
other type of examination to be
eligi ble for emergency firefighting
wnrk * said Senator Stevens.

In the interest of all Alaskans
who abhor environmental pollu-
tion, Senator Ted Stevens has
asked the Navy to make a $3
million dollar commitment to
clean up the rusted barrels and
scattered debris at Naval Petro-
leurn Reserve No. 4, in the nor-
thern portion of Alaska.

Alaskans, particularly Alas-
kans most familiar with the area,
the native Alaskans of Barrow,
Umiat and other northern com-
munities should be employed in
the clean-up operation,” said
Senator Stevens.

Stevens said that the time to
clean up is “now™ and that the
$3 million commitment should be
made at the rate of 3l million a
year. He indicated that the costs
of the clean-up would be largely
recoverable through the resale of
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the barrels.
“By cleaning up the existing
mess at Pet 4 we can correct dam-

Mukluk Shop

Alaskan Patterns
Parkas - Mukluks - Mittens
Mail Orders Filled
523 2nd Ave. - Fairbanks, Alaska

PERKINS MUSIC

Guitar, Violin, Banjo
Sales & Repairs
Bows re-haired. Cases,

Strings and Accessories
in stock.

Special Orders Invited.
Mail Orders Processed in 24
hours.

3535 Shanley St.
479-6351

P.O.Box 339
College, Ak. 99701

House of Fabrics

Fabrics for all your
sewing needs

406 Barnette, Fairbanks, Alaska

Sachs
MEN’S SHOP

108 Cushman...456+~4017

FAIRBANKS
BARBER SHOP
Glenn Cupp - Owner
Alberta Grant - Assistant
543 2nd Ave. 4529811
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Drug & Photo

‘*ALASKA’S LARGEST"
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Prompt Mail Order

iR SERVICE & PHOTOFINISHING
*Prescriptions
* Photo Supplies
*Cosmetics
*Sundry |tems

£ P.0.Box 1390 Fairbanks /
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Fairbanks Lumber Supply
‘“Where One Call
Supplies It All”’

Box 629 — 272 lllinois St.

Garden Isle, Fairbanks

452-2183
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Persian Room

548 2nd Ave.
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Fairbanks
Office Supply

P.O. Box 2552, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

SUPPLIES

We have the largest inventory and varmty
of otfice supplies in Alasha.

PROMPT MAIL ORDER SERVICE
TO INTERIOR ALASKA

write for Free Catalog

All Cash and COD Mail
Orders Sent
Freight or Postage FREE!

AJl mail orders will be sent COD unless
an account boen esablished.

DEAN’S
BEAUTY
LOUNGE

Room 107
Co—op Balcony
4522060
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CARR’S
404 Cushman

MAIL. ORDERS WEL.COMED

LEWIS LODGE

Bethel, Alaska
Hotel - Restaurant - Taxi

A-1 JECORD SHOP
Foodland Shopping Mall

MAIL ORDERS OUR SPECIA' 1YV §

P.O. 3ox 1313
Telephone 452-3335

Alaska National*Bank
of Fairbanks
Complete Banking Service

Bronches at University

Nenana — Airport Road
Eielson —~ Delta -~ Tok
Main Office~Northward Bldg.

1st & Cushman
Fairbarks, Alaska

Sales - Service - Rentals

511 Gaffney Rd., Fairbanks
yone - 452-1148



