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Native American languages portpart ,. of MinnesotaMinnesota heritage
ByJUDYVICKByJUDYVICK-

University
J3y13Y JUDY VICKVICK-

University
VICK-

UniversityUniversity pfofpfMinnesotMinnesotaMinnesota-
News

Minnesota-
NewsNews Service WriterWriter-

Minnesota

Writer-

MinnesotaMinnesota is a Dokota (SiouxSiolJx, )
wordwordmeaningmeaning sky-blueskybluesky.blueskyblue-. water , oror-

more
or-

moremore literallylit tally , reflection of thethe-
sky

the-
skysky in the water .

Manitoba is an OjibwayOjibway-

Shippewa
Ojibway-

Shippewa(Shippewa ) word meaning straitsstraits-

of
straits-

ofof , the spirit.. Minne-MinneMinnetonkaMinne-tonkaMinnetonka- tonka ,

Mendota , Bemidji , Biwabik ,
'

WinnibigoshishWinni'bigoshish , Wayzata-wordsWayzatawordsWayzatawords-
from

-
from both these Native AmericanAmerican-
American

American-
American(American IndianI dian ) languages areare-

part
are-

partpart of the daily life of all whowho-

live

who-

livelive in this sky-blueskybluesky.blueskyblue-. water landland-

and
land-

andand are used inihn dailydaily-
conversation

daily-
conversationconversation by many of thethe-

approximately
the-

approximatelyapproximately 33,00033000, AmericanAmerican-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian people in the statesta te .

Yet until several years agoago-

neither
ago-

neitherneither of the Native languageslan ages of

this area were formally taught inin-

schools
in-

schoolsschools . ,

In 1969 , when the AmericanAmerican-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian studies , department at thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity of Minnesota WasWa-

sestablished
was-

establishedestablished , classesdasses in OjibwayOjibway-

language
Ojibway-

languagelanguage were begun and in
1973 , the DakotaDa ota languagelanguage-

progi'an1
languag-

eprogramprogramprogi'an1progian1' was startedstarted . TheseThese-

languages
These-

languageslanguages arere now also taught inin-

some
in-

somesome publicpubli schools which serveserve-

aa relatively high number ofof-

American
of-

AmericanAmerican Indian students .

Members of the AmericanAmerican-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian studies faculty at thethe-

Uniyersity

the-

UniversityUniversityUniyersity have been active inin-

working

in-

workingworking for state legislation toto-

es
to-

establishestablishes ta bJish such bilingual andand-

bicultural
and-

biculturalbiculturajbicultural programs throughoutthroughout-
thethe state .

In order to understand thethe-

cultU're
the-

cultirreculturecultU'recultirre' of a people you need toto-

know
to-

knowknow their language-thelanguagethe-

primary reason for offering thethe-

courses
the-

coursescourses , according to RoseRose-

Barstow
Rose-

BarstowBarstow ,, Ojibway teacher ,, andand-

Carolyn
and-

CarolynCarolyn Schommer , DakotaDakota-

teacher
Dakota-

teacherteacher .

"MinnesotaMinnesota" is the ancientancient-
homeland

ancient-
homelandhomeland of the Dakota andand-

therefore
and-

thereforetherefore I think the teaching ofof-

the
of-

thethe languagelangu lge is important from aa-

historical
a-

historicalhistorical viewpoint ," said ChrisChris-

Cavender
Chris-

CavenderCavender , assistant professor ofof-

education
of-

educationeducation andacid, historyhistoty atat-

Macalester
at-

MacalesterMacalester College . But is is also aa-

living
a-

livingliving and viable language ," hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid ,.

Cavender is a member of thethe-
Dakota

the-
DakotaDakota program advisory bdardboardbboard-

which
ardard-

whichwhich includesinlud(; s people from thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity and the faculty .

BarstowBarstow and Schommer , likelike-
the

like-
thethe other three people who teachteach-

Ojibway
teach-

OjibwayOjibway and DakotaDakpta at the

University , arearC notnpt collegecollege-

graduates
college-

graduatesgraduates with the usual teachingteaching-

credentials
teaching-

credentialsCredentials . Instead they learnedlcarnedlcarned-

their
learned-

theirtheir , subjectsO bject as they ,. grew up inin-

Indian
in-

IndianIndian communities and havehav-
etaken

hav-
etakentaken intensivein tensive training toto-

prepare
to-

prepareprepare themselves as teachingteaching-
specialists

teaching-
specialistsspecialists in the UniversityUniversity-

system

University-

systemsystemworkingwith. The linguist workingworking-
withwith thethc program is TimothyTimothy-
Dunnigan

Timothy-
DuriniganDurtniganDunniganDurinigan , a non-IndiannonIndiannoR-IndiannoR- associateassociate-

professor
associate-

professorprofessor who has a doctor ofqfq-
fphilosophy

o-
fphilosophyphilosophy degreedegrce inin-

anthropology
in-

anthropologyanthropology .

LinguistsUnguists and Indians whowho-

know
who-

knowknow their languages realiserealizerealire thethe-

absurdity
the-

absurdityabsurdity of some suggestions byby-

nonIndian
by-

nonIndiannon-IndiannonIndian- people that oneone-

Course

one-

coursecourse in Indian languagelanguagc would .,

suffice . Dakota is as difficultdifficult-
.from

difficult-
fromfrom.from. Ojibway as English is fromfrom-

Chinese
from-

ChineseChinese . Each comes from aa-

different
a-

differentdifferent linguistic family .

Ojibway is from the AlgonkianAlgonkian-
language

Algonkian-
languagelanguage group and Dakota isis-

from
is-

fromfrom the Siouan language group .

About half of the studentsstudents-
enrolled

students-
enrolledenrolled in the University coursecOurse-

are
course-

areare Indian andan d the classes arear-
eoff

ar-
eofferedofferedoff ere d at beginningbeg i n.nnn. i n g ,

.
intermediate and advancedadvanced-

levelslevels .

As many differenct dialects asas-

possible
as-

possiblepossible are offered and eacheach-

teacher
each-

teacherteacher is from a differentdifferent-
geographical

different-
geographicalgeographical area . Barstow isis-

from

is-

fromfrom the Mille Lacs reservationreservation-
and

reservation-
andand the other Ojibway teacher ,

AngelinaAngeline Northbird , is from thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity of Ponemah on thethe-

Red
the-

RedRed Lake reservation . SchommerSchommer-
isis from the Upper SiouxSioux-

community
Sioux-

communitycommunity at Granite Falls ,,

Minn . ; Marie DeCorah is a SanteeSantee-

Sioux
Santee-

SiouxSioux from Niobrara , Neb . , andand-

Becky
and-

BeckyBecky Flute , who also teachesteaches-

Dakota
teaches-

DakotaDakota , is from Sisseton , S.DSD. .

Unlike many UniversityUniversityc-
lasses

Universityc-
lassesclasses , the language classeslasses dodo-

not
do-

notnot use the lecture-testlecturetest- format .

Because Ojibway and Dakota areare-

primarily
are-

primarilyprimarily spoken languageslanguages-

which
languages-

whichwhich were not written downdown-

until
down-

untiluntil the coming of the whitewhite-

man
white-

manman , vocal participation isis-

emphasized

is-

emphasizedemphasized .

"MereMere" class attendance is notnot-

enough
not-

enoughenough to learn the language ,"

.
Barstow says . "StudentsStudents" mustmust-
overcomeovercomeovercome thejirtheirther) fearfearfearofof makingmakingmaking-

mistakes

making-

mistakesmistakes in front ofofothersothers oror-

'soun'soundingsounding'sounsoun' ing silly ..'' Shy studentsstudents-
have

students-
havehave to work especially hard ."

In both classes ,; students areare-

strongly
,

stronglystrongIy encouraged to avoidavoid-

Englisb
avoid-

EnglishEnglishEnglisb and to speak in thethe-

language

the-

languagelanguage they are learning at all

times . TheyTIley are also encouragedencouraged-
toto go out into the IndianIndian-

communities
Indian-

communitiescommunities and practice .

Culture is incorporated intointo-

the
into-

thethe classes as Schommer teacheste3chteaches-

her
ss-

herher students the complex systemsystem-

of
system-

ofof naming Dakota children andand-

Barstow
and-

BarstowBarsto\vBarstovBarstow\ spends one day eacheach-

week

each-

weekweek on culture-someculturesome- days onon-

Indian

on-

IndianIndian culture and some onon-

nonIndian
on-

nonIndiannon-IndiannonIndian- cultures representedreprescnrepresented-
by

tcdtcd-

byby the students in her class .

One of thetJle most difficult tilingstJlingsthingstJlings-

for
things-

forfor many non-IndiannonIndian- students totto-

learn
)

learn is that the language is anan-

integral

an-

integralintegral part of the culture ; thatthat-

concepts
that-

conceptsconcepts from the Indian view ofof-

the

of-

thethe world cannptcannot always beb-
ereadily

b-
ereadilyreadily translated intointoJ-

udeoChristian
intoJ-

udeoChristianJudeo-ChristianJudeoChristian- ideas or modernmodern-
English

modern-
EnglishEnglishEnglishwordswords

'
.

With the difficultdiffic.lJ1tdifficlJ1t. soundsound-

patterns
sound-

patternspatterns of the Dakota languagelanguag-
eand

languag-
eandand words such asas-

minib
as-

minibashkiminasiganibadminibmminibashkiminasiganibad-minibashkiminasiganibadi nib ashkiminasiganibad-ashkiminasiganibadashkiminasiganibad-
agwingweiganibitosijigan

ash ki minasiganibad-minasiganibadminasiganibad-
a

-
minibashkiminasiganibadagwingweiganibitosijigan
agwingweiganibitosijigan-agwingweiganibitosijigana g win g w e i ga nibitosijigan-nibitosijigannibitosijigani-
wishkobakwezhigan

-
agwingweiganibitosijiganiwishkobakwezhigan
iwishkobakwezhigan ( whichwhich-

means
which-

meansmeans blueberry pie in Ojibway )
Indian languages may appearappear-

difficult
appear-

difficultdifficult forfQr non-IndiansnonIndians- to learn .

"It'sIts" ' probably more difficult toto-

learn
to-

learnlearn a new musical scale than totto-

learnlearn new sound patterns in aa-

language

a-

languagelanguage ," Dunnigan said .

"IfIf" they have an interest , theythey-

get
they-

getget it real easy ,
" Barstow said . "IfIf"If-

they
"If-

they

"

they are there just for the credits ,

they don'tdont' learn .

"Non-Indians"NonNonIndians" - usually enrollenroll-

first
enroll-

firstfirst out of curiosity or becausebecause-

they
because-

theythey need to meet their college'scollegescollege's-
second

college's-
second

'
second language requirement ,"
she said , but some of themthem-

develop
them-

developdevelop a real interest..

"MyMy" greatest hope is thatthat-

young

that-

youngyoung Indians will learn thethe-

language

the-

languagelanguage so they can learn thethe-

truth
the-

truthtruth about themselves fromfrom-

their
from-

theirtheir elders . One of the things II-

try
I-

trytry to bring into thisthi-
sintroductory

thi-
sintroductoryintroductory course isis-

identityfor
is-

identityforidentityidentity-foridentityfor- for the non-IndiansnonIndians- , asas-

well
as-

wellwell as the Indians . That'sThats' whywhy-

we
why-

wewe spend some days on GermanGerman-

oror Scandinavian culture ,.. I love allall-

my

all-

mymy students . They arearebeautifulbeautifulbeautiful ,

everyeveryoneone ofofthemthem ..""

$7.97.979$1.91.919$ . million forfor-

AlakanukAlakanukAlakanukschoolschoolschoolT-

heThe Bureau of Indian AffairsAffairs-

BIA
Affairs-

BIA(BIA) has hired an AnchorageAnchorage-
architectural

Anchorage-
architecturalarchitectural firm to design anewaanew-
elementary

newnew-

elementaryelementary schoolsch ol for Alakanuk .

The school may be built nextnext-

summer
next-

summersummer .

Senator Gravel , D-D-DAlaskaD-AlaskaDAlaska-Alaska ,

expects Congress to approve $1.91.919$1.9-

million
$1.9-

million
$ ..

million to allowallowheallowthe\hehe\he school to bebe-

built
be-

builtbuilt next year .

The presentp resent school atat-

Alakanuk
at-

AlakanukAlakanuk is falling into thet1J.et1Jet1J.-

eYukon
the-

Yukon

.
Yukon River .

PlansP ans for the new school callcaUcaU-

for
call-

forfor a building with fivefive-

classrooms
five-

classroomsclassrooms , a kindergarten room ,

a service building , a place to storestore-

water
store-

waterwater and oil , and a place for thethe-

teachers
the-

teachersteachers to live .

BIA study onon-

supplysupplysupplycostcost fotofo-

coastal

to-

coastalcoastal AlaskaAlaska-
AA Bureau of Indian AffairsAffairs-

BIA
Affairs-

BIA(BIA ) studysttidy is now underway toto-

find
to-

findfind out what it costs to supplysupply-

small
supply-

smallsmall villages on Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
northwest

Alaska's-
northwest

'
northwest coast..

, The report will help the BIABIA-

decide
BIA-

decidedecide if it shouldould continue thethe-

kind
the-

kindkind of service now provided byby-

the
by-

thethe ship NorthStar;, III , orot look forfor-

another
for-

anotheranother way totb get food , fuel andand-

many
and-

manymany Other thingsth gs to the villages .

Senator MikeMikMikJMikGravel
J
, Gravel , D-D-DAlaskaD-AlaskaDAlaska-Alaska ,

wants the shipping service toto-

continue
to-

continuecontinue because "itit" is a vitalvital-

service
vital-

serviceservice which isis the life-supportlifesupportlifesupport-
system

lifesupport-
system

-

system for theth many villagesvillage-
swhich

village-
swhichwhich are but$ ut off fromfrom-
population

from-
populationpopulation centers ." He willwill-

support
will-

supportsupport a request for funds toto-

continue
to-

continlJe

to-

continuecontinuecontinlJe, the supply progam .
ii-

A
I-

AA study last yearyear by the BIABIA-

said
BIA-

saidsaid the program shouldshoulQ bebe-

continued
be-

continuedcontinued , but :; said that thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Star III willll last only fourfour-

or
four-

oror five more yearsyears .

The BIA is now studying thethe-

entire
the-

entire
.

entire program . Their report will
help the President'sPresidents' office decidedecide-

what
decide-

whatwhat to do about,. the North StarStar-

III
Star-

IIIIII .
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New.iwNew,.ii. w cookbookcookbookcookbook-
"Alaska

'

" II"",,"AlaskaAlaska SourdoughSourdoughII published
Pioneers'Pioneers
'

and armies marchmarchonmarchon-
their

, onoriori-

theirtheir stomachs and , according ;
., toto-

author
to-

authorauthor Ruth AllmanAlbnan , sourdoughsourdou'ghsourdou'gh-

was
sourdough-

was

'

was the substance that
.
fueled tpetjtettjte-

pioneering
ee-

pioneeringpioneering spirit.. ", jj-

Ms

'(

Ms . Allman'sAllmans' new cookboolkcookbookcookboo ,saystheALASKA.ALASKA. SOURDOUGH , sayssasaysss-

thethe fermented dough used as aa-

leaven
a-

leavenleaven in making bread waswas-

mentioned
was-

mentionedmentioned in WyWycliffscliffs 14tfi14l4til4ti-
century

$
century translation of the BibteBible .

The same substance was lateVlate'rlaterlate'r-

called
later-

called
'

called Chuck Wagon Bread in thptheththe-

SouthwestSouthwestSou thwest , Spook Bread inin-

Kentucky
in-

KentuckyKentucky and other local namesnames-

in
names-

inin German , Africa and frontierfrontifrontietfrontiet-
areas

t.,

areas throughout the world . 1'1-

ButBut sourdough needed AlaskaAlaska-

to
Alaska-

toto give its name a special class of0(1010(-

1people
of(,

.

people , the rugged pioneers , thethe-

real
the-

realreal "SourdoughsSourdoughs" ." ,

Ms . Allman reports thatthat-
sourdough's

.

sourdough'ssourdoughssQurdough'ssQurdoughs' portability and ;:,
popular flavor made it an ideal ,.

staple on the .AlaskaAlaska., frontier andand-

helped
!:

,

helped make it a common '

denominator among thethe-
pioneers

the-
pioneerspioneers . And , she concedes,, the,the-

leaven
the-

leavenleaven gainedined special popularitypopularity-
asas a vast improvement overover-

baking
over-

bakingbaking powder-widelypowderwidely- rumoredrumored-
toto be an anaphrodisiac .

But ALASKA SOURDOUGH ,

just released by AlaskaAlaska-
Northwest

Alaska-
NorthwestNorthwest Publishing Company ,

is essentially a book on how toto-

make
to-

makemake , store and use sourdough .

Ms . Allman , a lifelong resident ofof-

Alaska
ff-

AlaskaAlaska , includes almost 100100-

recipes
100-

recipesrecipes that cover all the basics ,
hotcakes , bread , cakes , otherother-
desserts. desserts and syrups and sauces .

For good measure , she throwsthrows-
in

throws-
inin a recipe for sourdough beerbeer-

but
beer-

butbut warns that it produces oneone-

sourdough
one-

sourdoughsourdough flavor she$ e cannotcannot-
recommend

cannot-
recommendrecommend . It'sIts' the only one .

ALASKA SOURDOUGH , 190190-

pages
190-

pagespages , is available from finefin-
ebookstores

fin-
ebookstoresbookstores or from thethe-

publisher
the-

publisherpublisher , Box 4-EEE4EEE- ,

Anchorage-AnchorageAnchorageAlaskaAnchorage.AlaskaAnchorageAAlaska99509, -. Alaska 99509 . SingleSingle-

copies
Single-

copiescopies are $4.954.95495$ . .
f, 01

.000000. .00-

0AUX

%

.000rrAUXAUX-

YouYou canan get your candles to burn more slowly and dripdripJjdrip-
less

JjJ-

jlessless if you freeze .themthem,.th m overnight before using .
.

, PUBLICNOTICEPUBLICPU BLIC NOTICENOTICE-
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE-
DEPARTMENTDEPARTMENTDEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICESSERVICES-

The
SERVICES-

The
SERVICES-

TheThe 1975-76197576-- secondsecQnd revision of the AlaskaAlask State Plan for DrugDrug-

Abuse
Drug-

Y

Drug-

AbuseY Abuse Prevention is available for examinatione1< amination and comment.. PleasePlease-

contact
Please-

contactcontact the State ], Office of Drug Abuse . Pouch H-01DH01DH-OIDOID- , JufieauJuneau ,

Alaska 99811 if youyo are interestedinterested'ininterestedin'inin' receiving a copy of the plan .

Francis S . L.. WilliamsonWilliamson-
Commissioner

Williamson-
Commissioner

-

Commissioner
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'

No SalesIiaies
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TaxTaxW-
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Model and EquipmentE4Jipmenl,

ROBERTSROBERTSa*& REDFIELD
2108 West BumsideBurnsideBumside-

P.O
Bumside-

P.o
Burnside-

P.OP.OPO... Box 10507-
PortlandOregon

10507-
PortlardOregon

1050710507-
Portland.OregonPortland.OregonPortlandOregonPortlardOregon., 97210

(503)503( ) 222-16172221617222.16172221617-.
,

, ttvautifulBeautiful"pa.tpa.tpat" . if. / ' II-
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llPIl \
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w
SealskinsC-

AN
/ * II-
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Ii
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ESKIMOS
TO-

ESKIMOSESKIMOS AND INDIANSINDIANS-

Black

;

Black and white calfskinscalfskmscalfskins-
Wolverine

calfskmsIcalfskms-
Wolverine

calfskms-
Wolverine

I

Wolverine andand-
Natural

and-
NaturalNatural Beaver ,. etc .,

II-

George

\

George "LarryLarry" " KritchenKritchen-
Box

Kritchen-
Box

Kritchen-
BoxBox 387387I387-

Cordova
387-

Cordova
I

Cordova ,. Alaska 9957499574-
I

9957-

4FELAIRCharter

\

I

\

\

FEL-AIRFELAIRFELAIRIFEL-AIRCharterFELAIRCharter- I

,
I

\
I Air Charter ServiceService-

to
Service-

to
Service-

toto All North slopeslope-
villages

slope-
villages

slope-
villagesvillagesvillagesB-

usiness
villagesB-

usiness
villagesB-

usinessmenBusinessBusinessmenmen , tourists ,
community developersdevelopers-

and
developers-

and
developers-

andandand-
Passenger

and-
PassengerPassenger ServiceService-

and
Service-

and
service-

andandand-
Freight

and-
FreightFreightFreig-

htFIVE

Freig-

htFIVEFIVE PLANESPLANEST-

woTwo planes withwith-
1wi

wit-
hTiiiTwinTiii1wi* EnginesEllgintsEngines-

BARROW

Engines-

BARROW

;
BARROW , ALASKAALASKA-

P.O
ALASKA-

P.OP.OPO. . Box 547547-

callcall

852-59008525900-


