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where electric 18 more
readily availalzie.
The independent cooperat-

ive, developed thlu.lfh the
unique partemership of OEQ,
the Rural Electrification

t of Labor, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs of
the Department of the Interior
and the State of Alaska, will
have a membership consist-
ing entirely of people in the
villages receiving the ser
vices.,

Its board of directors will
be made up of representatives
of the recipient vill ages.

REA Administrator Norman
M. Clapp said that the work
of the Alaska Village
Eleetric Cooperative will be
statewide in scope and
““directed primarily to
bringing electricity to isolat-
ed Native villages where the
need is great. Experience
shows that where rural

Maecaluso ..

{(Continued from poge 1)
of discussion and talks with
management and labor,”” said
Macaluso in Anchorage. *‘]
told both that very soon there
must be effective statewide
Affirmative Action Programs.

“1 hope the industry will
develop an acceptable one of
its own. |f not, the federal
government will have to pre-
scribe a program which will
do the job whichever way it
must be done.”

One of the prime reasons
for Macaluso’s tnp was to
gain a firsthand knowledge
of the unemployment problems
of the Alaska native peoples.

The dire unemployment
situation among the native
people was mpuinted last
fall when Ro D. Amold
and Esther G. Wunnicke
authored a Stafl Study for the
Federal Field Committee for
Development and Planning
in Alaska entitled, Alaska
Natives and Federal Hire.

“Eskimos, Indians, and
Aleuts,”’ the Study pointed
out,”” make up more one—
fifth of Alaska’s civilian
population, but they hold
fewer than one—tenth of the
jobs in the state. Their un-

employment rate—-based upon

;:o labor force estimated at
ut 16,500—is a }
60 per cent Mn:‘m
these Alaska natives live in
poverty and suffer its con-
sequences.”

The situation was

hﬁenﬁmﬁmufﬂh_ﬁ-ﬂ

officials n

nh?led by E. L.
Amold of the Fe FiRci _
Committee; and Willad

Bowman, directar of the
man Rights. '
Vincent Macaluso also held
a series of ' “with
representatives of federal
qlﬁﬂ-ﬁ-m

agencies who can come in
with their special resources.

Financing actual construct-
ion of the electric systems

gram. Approximately $3
million to $4 million will
be required for the install-
ation of the plant facilities,
i i and all

For a number of years now
REA has been eager to get
electricity to isolated rural

the Department of the
Interior.

It was intraduced by Sen.
Gruening on Febmary 1 by
request before the Committee
on Interior and Insular Af fairs.

Immediately after the land
hearing, Land Claims Task
Force members met in
Anchorage and expressed that
work was just beginning.

“This is a milestone but
it's  just the heginning,”
Barry Jackson, one of the
land claims attommeys told
the group. ““Task Force job
is not over. It has just begun
but things are molling.”

There was also an air of
urgency that support on
behalf of the native people
and the bill was needed to be
organized; that ways be found
to raise money to fmance
services like lobbying
Washington, D. C. and public
relations.

“l strongly urge that vou
get professional help along
these lines.,”” Fred Paul,
claims attorney from Seattle
said. ‘“The more professional
help we have, the better. I'm
an old hand in trying to raise
funds among the Indians and
if you don't get professional
vou won’'t raise 25

It was generally ngreed that
a budget of about $100,000

_growps

i
in .

part of the native people. The
longer we wait to solve the
problem, the tougher it's
gomg fto be. |

“} think we can expect
opposition to come from
sportsmen’s groups, mining
and conservation
groups. | think they’ll oppose
the granting of land to the
natives."’

the oppesition will become
more refined and it has to be
offset by letting the public
know that a fair settlement
for the native people will
benefit every citizen in

Alaska and will mark the

beginning of true develop-
ment In

{Continved from Page 1)

Holdsworth’s _

contrary to the position of the ‘““The price of this legis-

“m'l-luldu sworth did the nati ' ors selectad
¢ ves
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