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- Editorial—
OLYMPICS QUEEN'S CROWN
MEANS MANY THINGS

To be crowned queen of the World Eskimo Dlympics
is developing into something desirable which our finest
young native womanhood should aspire to ettain. It is
gaining in stature and dignity it deserves and it should
be sought ofter by our lovely young ladies as one of the
finest milestones in their lives. Attaining the crown of
the Olympics con be o beoutiful memory in the making.
It con be o stepping stone for useful things in life
because its attainment embodies, or should embody, the
finest aftributes of the young notive womanhood of our
rural and urbon areas.

The Olympics native beauty pageant will be staged
in much more proper settings than others were formerly.
The event has been held under open skies ond under an
old, dilapidated circus tent. This year, the pageant, along
with all the other events, will unfold under the imposing
gold dome of, the Seward Haoll on the grounds of the
Alaskalond, or, the grounds of last year's centennial
exposition. -

The Eskimo Olympi cs Committee, charged with the
planning of the program, has dso discussed the possibi-
lity of constructing a platform on which the w;n candid
ates would parade before the audience. The implementot-
ion of this plan would greatly enhance the best attributes
of the young ladies.

Plans are definitely afoot for o better thon ever
atmosphere for the queen condidates os well as for the
rest of the performers. This is more the reason why our
beautiful native girls of Alaska and Cenade who will be
competing at the World Eskimo Olympics beauty pogeant
should look to the event as o milestone in their lives.
The plons ond preparations are being made so the pageant
can be o memorable experience for the native beauties.
Deservingly, the spotlight will be on them, each one
representing her particular area. One of them will be
crowned the World Eskimo Olympics Queen of 1968.

The chosen queen should, by oll means, rep resent the
finest young womanhood of all our native people—a queen
of whom our people can be justly provd. This means tha
she should be of good character, wholesome as well os
beautiful. She con become the source of inspiration for
our young people everywhere—an honor she should be
ready to assume. She should reign and represent them
with chamm, friendliness, kindness, gaodwill, dignity and
with diplomacy.

We don’t think we are asking 100 much of our young
contestants becouse we know they possess these
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qdlities. Our World Eskimo Olympics queen should

personify these attributes and she would truly represent
the finest young womanhood among our people. This is

challenging responsibility but one that can be o definite
and rewarding asset in the future for our Olympics queen
this yeor and for our queens in the following years.
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quite appropriate. To bring you e, | would like to
share with you the following facts ond impressions. |

On April B, at o special meeting of the Council on Indion
Affairs in Chicago, a copy of your |
discussed. While members of the Council ane
Rights Association share a common |
land claim problems, we also have felt a
back”” from anyone in Aloska, either |
Willion Hensley or others, some of whom haod assured n
forwarding informotion and materials conceming their plans
of octions, the precise goals to be achieved, and their pro-
gress in achieving their goals. = o g

Through your letters and a reading of Tundra Times
(usually 1-2 weeks late) | have managed to keep vp with
some issues. But as your excellent letter and an ediforial in
Tundra Times pointed out, informafion feed-back is very
poor and communications moy well spell success or filure.

We are aware of the great amount of work being done by
Willian Hensley and others o hommer out a svitable stafe
bill, HB 672, Your letter suggests that it has been passed,
and we are now wanting answers to these questions from the
Alaska Native leadership, occordingly. Do Alaska Notive
orgonizations: - : 3 '

1) accept the present state bill? e

2 continue to support S 2906, and request its passage?

3) now wish to urge House hearings on the Alaska land

claims issve?

4) now wish to request and embark upon a national pub-

licity campaign loward achieving passage of S 29067

We feel that it is important to know how successful local
support has been to date, and whether o legal coalition has
paring or ready to do this in order to secure competent legn
representation in Washington? K :

The feeling of the Council on Indian Affairs seemed fo be
that it should not act without specific request from Alaska
Native |eadership. Neither should it otte o wage a battie
alone and for Indians but only on the basis of a willing
parmership. We trust that this moy yet come because there is
considerable good will, concem, and effort ready to be ex
erted when we feel that Alaska Native leadership is ready for
us fo go dhead.

| have been trying to reach William Hensley by phone for o
number of days without success. In my most recent attempt, |
was informed thot telephone communicotion with Kotzebue
was cut off. | will keep trying, since the Council would hope
either for his presence in Washington on May 13 or U, or @
clear, up fo date report with recommendations for action. If
another Native leader would be in the Washington area of that
time, that would be fine. |
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Also, | have talked with the National Congress of Americon m;j:: night
Indions in Woshington, D. C., and they feel also that the night at school. -
greatest problem in knowing what to do is the failure of pogketball ¢
Alaska Native leaderchip to be more specific and fo comm- was very
unicate. 2 - | time the '
-ﬂvﬂhul'hﬂ.&.“ﬁthh'—lm_* thi g o
and we shall soon hear. It is my hope fo get @ response on et *:m - I
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