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Editorial— 7
The Original Spirit
Thanksgiving is usuvally thought of es o time when
peopl e look bock ond count their blessings. But the

first Thanksgiving celebrations were by people who had
few obvious blessings.

Several of the Pilgrims died in the first winter in
Massochusetts, and the first horvest ot the colony was
poor. Virginia’s first Thonksgiving celebrafion wos
declared to celebrate the arrival of colonists at o town-
site; the community failed within the next three years.

The first Thanksgivings were not for achievements,
but for the promises of the future. Muny of the colonists
hod foced descrimination in Englond becouse of their
celigion; they had hopes of building o new life in o new
land.

Today the Alaska Native people have hopes of build
ing a new lifein on old land. As at the first Thanksgiv -
ings, much of that new life is still promise. But, in
many fields, there are signs of change.

After 100 years, some action i s being token on the
land eloims issue. Much remains tobe done to achieve
on occeptable solution, but the cloims proposals have
moved to the point where the Native people con toke
octions to promote their interests.

The recent NORTH Commission meeting in Wash-
ington offers promise. In addition to the technical
matters of creating tronsportation to the Arctic, the
subject of training Alaskons to fill the new jobs was
di scussed.
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It is this combination of creating jobs and training
Native people to fill them thot offers o promise of
new life. New industries will not help if the workers
are imported from the Lower 48; job training is useless
unless there ore jobs available. The consideration of
both subjects ot the some meeting offers hope for the

future. _
Too many of the Native col lege students are unable

fo groduate. Yet there are the pathfinders—young people
like Willie Hensley and John Sackett—who have shown
the way, and there are many studies being made ‘o help
others follow.
. The Vocationel M:di_li!diﬁ plonning conference
in Anchor age is another hope for the future. This re-
habilitation program will help Nativepeople overcom ¢
problems, but culird and educational problems.:
The path of the future will not be wsy. There will
cities application. |

But the Alaska Native people are Ii-lfng 1o help
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