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FAIRBANKS lUjTJie'UniverlUjTJieUniver;:" }, TheUnivTheUnitiee' '
,

r';,.
sity ofoCAlaska.soCAlaskas!

, Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska'sAlaskas'
.

,
:,'ExtensionExtension' CenCen-

ter
¬
:

ter in , Arts
'
and Crafts jsis_ s aa partialpattialpartiapattial-

solution
partia-

solution
l

solution to a particularp rtic hi'rhir'';:,' prbbprobprprob-
A

b
,

;;

A'
,

lemem ;: how can artists and Craftscrafts-
men

¬.

men who lackJack 'thethe' "' educationedu'cationeducatioedu'cation-
required

educatio-
required

' n
required for admissiqriadmis'sio.riadmissio.riadmissioriadmission

' . to for-forfor-
mal

forfor-

mal
pr -.

mal., art schools develop theirtheir-
talents

theithei-

talents
r

, ,'talents ?
Since its establishment onon-

the
oo-

thethe university'suniversitys' .FairbanksFairbanks., camcam-cam-
pus

¬.-
pus in 'J966J966'

, ;: theth center , hashas-

sought
has-

sought
s

sought out a limited numbernumber-
of

number-
ofof such personspprsonspersonsrsons ' 'andand'

andnd
'
providedprovided-

them
provided-

themthem withth a .placeplace.,- tototowork' work
'

ork ,
tools aridand materials ;, ' and guidguid-

ance
¬.

ance by .aa-.-accomplishedaccomplishedbyaccomplishedacconplishedacconplishedartistscorri plishedplishedartistsartists .

Because educationaleducatlonal'opportti-educatlonal'opporttieducatlonalopporttieducatlonal'opportti-
nities

d atjonal"opportu-atjonal"opportuatjonalopportuatjonal"opportu-
nities

"' 'opportu'¬-

nities are, limitedlirriited in rural Alaska ,
mostmost ofoCtheof'theofthe'thethe', students at'theatthe'' cencep-cepcep-

ter
¬.-

ter
'

have beenbe' n Natives,1Natives1Natives ';,
\' but it isis-

n
is-

notnotndirectorRonaldt a Native centercecenterterj,; ,' directordirector-
RonaldRonald W . Senungetuk

.
empha .,

sizes . .

.'

But it is primarilyprimarily to thethe-
bush

the-
bushbush thatth t he looks for his stustu-stustu-

dents
¬-,

dents ,. for he knowsIqlows , fromfrom-

his

'

his own Eskimo background ,
that many talented .personspersons. inin-

rural
in-

ruralrural Alaska likely will IjveHveliveHve-

out
live-

outout their days producing sousou-sousou-

venirs
sou-

venirs
¬-

venirs for tourists rather thanthan-
fulf.Illing

than-
fulfillingfulfillingfulf.Illing. themselves as artists . ,

"II" travel a lot in Alaska andand-

am
and-

amam pretty much aware of who'swhoswho.swho.s-

out
who's-

out
'.

out therethere.uthereuthere.usays,." says Senungetukenungetuk, .

In addition to providing opop-opop-

portunities
op-

portunities
¬-

portunities for such persons ;
the Fairbanks center encouragesencourages-
creativity

encourages-
creativitycreativity in art indigenous , toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska and serves as a resourcereSourcereSource-

center
resource-

centercenter for the studystudy'ofstudyof*"' '

of NativeNativ-
eart

Native-
artart.. _

A number of Alaskan artistsartists-
have

artists-
havehave benefitted from their timetime-
spent

time-
spentspent at the ' center and there isis-

a
is-

aa growinggr wing awareness and acceptaccept-accept-
ance

accept-
ance

¬-

ance of their work .

The striking ,. hand-carvedhandcarvedhandcarved-
doors

handcarved-
doors

--
doors of the Alaska SupremeSupreme-
Court

Supreme-
CourtCourt Chambershambers in AnchorageAnchorage-

'with
Anchorage-

'with'withwith' figures symbolizing thethe-
various

the-
variousvarious Native cultures of thethe-

state
the-

statestate were done by formerformer-
center

former-
centercenter student James Schrock ..

A large panel nearby of 19th19th-

centurystyle
19th-

centurystylecentury-stylecenturystyle- ivory etchings inin-

a

in-

aa modern art form is the workwork-

of
work-

ofof Senungetuk himself .

An Eskimo seal hunter , donedone-

in
done-

inin marble by former centercenter-
student

center-
studentstudent Robert WpngittilinWongittilin ofof-
Savoonga

of-
SavoongaSavoonga , caughtcaughtthe-thethe'the-.' eyeeye ofof-
RCA

of-
RCARCA Corp . chairmanchairmaI) RobertRobert-
Sarnoff

Robert-
SarnoffSarnoff when he was.. iniii FairFair-FairFaii-FaiiFair-

banks
Faii-

banks
¬-

. banksbanks two years .ago to
.
receivereceivereceive-

anann honorary 'degree'anddegreeand'degteedegtee'degieedegiee' ''andand'and"heandhe'"
.-

receive
r-

eceive
he-heheim-.: imizim-imim-

mediately
i¬.-

mediately bought itit.. 'MelvinMelvin'Melvin-
Olanna

'Melvin-
Olanna

'

Olanna , currently with the cen-icenicen-cen-
ter

cencen-
ter

-
ter , is well-knownwellknown- throughoutthroughout-
the

\-
the statestate-an-

d

stat-
ean- d', andanaanamostmost recently >;,
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&;' SculptureSculpt1Jre <' forfrlf6rif rl! hisi'marblehisimarblehis'marblehismarblehis"marble:
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I th
'
h

'AnnualAnnualAnnuaJ') Annual'AllrAnnualAllr' ;' AllAlI ],
,
rAlaskarAJaskarAJaskaIJufleAlaska IJufle, Juried'Juried:

' '
,
;:,'A'rtArt'A'r-

tExhibitionraw
'Art
'-

the
t-

he
't-

heslate
'-

the
t-

he
't-

hestate
''

" , ExhibitionExhibitionnExhibitionraw
,

"" 'howhow\nn'\ w '

touringttouringu in the
'slatestate , ,; i;;' , , ' ".

'
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SenungetuksenungSenungetuk'sSenungetukstuk'stuks'ss' }. salarysIlrysIl;, ry andand'theandthe' 'thethe'the-

costs

''
costs of operatingoperatlrlgoperatingoperatingthethetlu:,, ' extensionextension-
cent

extension-
centercentercentcenterr are-areareincludedarCare"-' included in the uniul'1lul1luni-uni-

versity ' .-

versity budget each year , but thethe-

director
the-

directordirector must lookJlookelsewhereelsewherekelsewherek forfor-

finfinancialfinncialassistancefinancialassistancencial assistance ,' for his stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

,'

dents ,. This ISis
,
hotnotriot easily1easily ' foundfound-

be
found-

because.becausebecausebebecauseau'saus' 'thethe'
,'
students arearearennotnnott irtirlidid-

regular
'-

regular
r-

egularirl'regular.'
regular \' academicacademi :

' programsprograms"an-
d

programsan-
d'"

andand-
most, most ,

,'
'

., /;" scholarshipsseh larships .,

'-

are
a- re' areareIaretaretiedare'tiedIt> 'tiedtied', toto-

"academ
to-

academic"
'-

academic'achievement
a-

cademicachievement'"academacademacademicc
.,
:' achievementc ievement , helie pointspoints-

'out
points-

'out'butbut'outout'
,. .

'AssistanceAssistance' .hashas come in thethe-

past
the-

pastpast from , the
.'
federalffederalde'ralderal

'
BureadBureau ofof-

Indian
of-

IndianIndianIndian'Affairs/'Affairs'AffairsAffairs/,"'
"

'AffairsAffairs'

, ExxonExx n .CorpCorp., . ,.

Arctic.ArcticArcticSlope'. .SlopeSlope'slope.,' ' NativeNative'AssociationNativeAssociation,
' Association ,

TananaTanima Chiefs
,

ConferenceConferene , aridandarid-

Alaska
and-

AlaskaAlaska StateStaeStat( ,'
"-_

CouncilCotincil 'onon' thethe-

Ar
the-

Arts,ArtsAr s ,. The'The'' students , usuallyusuany areare-

able
are-

ableable to pay partpartpart'of'theirpartoftheirpart'of'theircost's' 'of' their cost'scostsc sts' .

A recentrecenfrecent$12,000recent12000' $12,00012000$ , grant fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe ITT Corp . insures that fromfrom-

three
from-

threethree to six artists'artists' and craftsmencraftsmen-
wiJrbe

craftsmen-
will'bewillwiJrbewill'bewillbe"bebe"' able toto enter the centercenter-
program

center-
programprogram nextnext'' September and rereore-rereo-

main
re-

main
¬-

main in it forfQr at least a yearxear .

Senungetuk isis now searchingsearching-
for

searching-
forfor these students .

Five students are currentlycurrently-
enr

currently-
enrolledenrolledenr Ued at the center - OlannaOlaInaOlaIna .,

originallyoriginallyfrom.fromfromfiom.,

, Shishmaref , RickRick-

Seeganna
Rick-

SeegannaSeeganna ,. from King Island andand-
Nome

and-
NomeNome , Roger KahayakKanayak ,. LittleLittle-
Dio'mede

Little-
DiomedeDiomedeDio'mede' IslandIslandandand Nome , LeoLeo-
Marks

Leo-
MarksMarks , JunenuJuneau and Phil Sanders ,.

CaliforniaCaliforni ..' ' ,

Olanna01anna and Seeganna , alteralter-alter-

nating
¬.-

nating with each other , are alsoalso-
teaching

also-
teachingteaching printmakingprin making and soap-soapsoap-

stone
soap-

stone
soap-

stone
-

stone carvingcarvingonon ' a halftime-
basis

,
half-timehalftimehalf.timehalftimehalf.time-

basis
-.

basis at Fairbanks ' HunterHunter-
School

Hunter-
SchoolSchool ,. under a grant from thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska State CouncilCoul1cilCoul1cilonCouncilon. on thethe-
Arts

the-
ArtsArtsArts .

In the center'scenters' studio , thethe-
students

the-
studentsstudents learn silversmithing ,

woodworking , stone sculpturesculpture-
and

sculpture-
andand bone-carvingbonecarving-- . Through aa-

cooperative
a-

cooperativecooperative arrangementarrangement withwith-
the

with-
thethe university'suniversitys' Department ofof-
Art

of-
ArtArt , they may

, join any departdepart-depart-
mental

¬.-
mentalmutuaJIybeneficialmutuallybeneficialclass'cJasscJass'

. It'sIts' a mutuallymutuaJIy
beneficial arrangement . SenunSenun-Senun-
getuk

¬.-
getuk teaches for'for<,' the departdepart-depart-
ment

depart-
mentt

¬-

mentmentt, At present time studentsstudents-
from

students-
fromfrom theth art 'departmentdepartment', in

'
adad-adad-

dition
d-dd-

dition
¬-

dition to hishisahisown'ownownloWnownloWncenterowncentera' center
"

"stustustu-stu-

dents
stu ¬.-

dents 'areare' enrolled inhi' his three-threethree-
dimensional

three-
aimensional

three-
dimensional

-

dimensionalaimensional design coursecou ( e .

',
In thet e *' 'structuredstructuredst'

uct\lreductlred\ ,
programpprogramprogram-

of
ograniogran-

iotofot the,, centercenter , Senungetuk leclec-leclec-

tures
¬-

turesgivesthem'" ' to hishis-hishisstudents"- students , gives
them work assignmentsflssignments andand-
helps

and-
helpshelps them with their variousvarious-

projects
various-

projectsprojects , offering advice and

;v

.

,yry
demonsirating'techniquedemonsiratingtechniqueyrydemonsirating'technique: demonstratingdcm ' 1sirating 'techniquetechnique

'

. ,

:
"

t- t'Durjng'thet- tDurjngthe
1,111, ,

' DDuring!ng '
"-

the
t-

he'"
the 10 years of itsits-

existence" '
,

existenceexistence
,', ' ththO center has en-enen"rolle-

d
enen-

t

-.
"' , :t'"

"-

rolled
r-

olled
'-
rolled

r-

olled
"' 11"n-

early""-

nearly
n-

early" '-

nearly
n-

early'-

nearly
n-

early'

., students""rolJedrolJed 60 . InIn-

that
In-

that'periodthatthat'periodthatperiod' periodp ri d ',, the average studentstudent-
p

student-
participatedparticipatedlfticipatedp for

,
a year andandaand-

hal
and-

half
a

halfhal f. Seven students completedCOlt1pJefedCOlt1pJefe-
dthree

completed-
threethree tq five years and 10to dropdrop-drop-
ped

¬.-

ped fromfrom classes before com *.

piepletingpletingating a semester .

The backgrounds of the stu ¬.

dents have beenbeep ' diverse . AlmostAlmost-
a

Almost-
all

'-

of
o-f'alla]) parts of Alaska have beenbeen-

represented
been-

representedrepresentedrepresentedwithwith the majoritymajority-
ofof0(,, students ' comingcoUingfcoUingfomcomingfrom! ,:from-from- om coastalcoastal-
areas

coasta-
lar'eas.areasareasar'easareas,'.., areas '

. Three northern CanadiansCanadianCanadians-
have

$
have ' also participated in thethe-

program
the-

programprogram .:'

In additionddition to those'those'' mennmen-nmennme-
ntiorted

¬.-

tionedtiorted earlier , SenungetukSentingetukSenungetuk-
counts

Sentingetuk-
countscounts amongam )g his outstandingoutstanding-
graduates

outstanding-
graduatesgraduates '" AlvinNvin Kayouktuk ofof-

Little
of-

LittleLittle DiomedeDi? ede r, hownow workingworking-working-
as

,-

as anarI ivory carver at TellerTelJer ;

John Penatac of King Island ,
now doing ivory carving andand-
st

and-
stonestoneststonene sculpturesc lpture from time toto-

time
to-

timetime , at the Visual Arts CenterCenter-

in
Center-

in.inin., in AnchorageA chotage ; Abe Ruben ofof-
Inuvik

of-
InuvikInuvik , in Canada'sCanadas' NorthwestNorthwest-
Territories

Northwest-
Territories

:
Territories , whose interest is inin-

stone
in-

stonestone sculpture and printmaking ;

and Edward HofsethHofsetn , originallyoriginally-

from
originally-

fromfrom Aniak and nownoYi of FairFair-Fair-

banks
¬.-

banksbarik $ , who works with metalmetal-

and
metal-

andand paints , ',

Senungetuk himself is oneone-
of

one-
ofof Alaska'sAlaskas' most accomplishedaccomplishe'daccomplishe'd-
and

accomplished-
and 'and bestbestknownbest.knownbest-knownbestknown-knownknown-. artists . A silversilver-silver-
smith

¬.-
smith aridand woodworkerw odworker , hehe-

makes
he-

makesmakes jewelry and furniture .

"AsideAside" from this , my interestinterest-
isis in design ,'"* he sayssays . "I'mIm"

, ''. aa-

designer
a-

designerdesigner craftsman ."
What do his students do afterafter-

they
after-

theythey leave the Fairbanks cencen-cen-
ter

cen-
ter

¬-

ter ? ' Some go into teaching ,

others go back to their villagesvillages-
and

villages-
andand practice their art there .

Some find their way to suchsusuch-
places

hh-

placesplaces as the VisualVisuaJ Arts CenterCenter-
in

Center-
inin Anchorage wherewher they cancan-

work
can-

workwork with fellow artists andand-
hopefully

and-
hopefullyhopefully make a living fromfrom-
what

from-
whatwhat they create .

The Fairbanks center propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

¬-

gram , Senungetuk stresses , is notnot-
joboriented

not-
joborientedjob-orientedjoboriented-- but aimed at self-selfself-

improvement
self-

improvement
self-

improvement
-

improvement-improvement,- ..

"TheThe'The"'' center'center' brings people toto-toto-

gethet
¬.-

gethergethet in a creative world andand-

ifs
and-

it'sit'sitsifs' a great experience for them ,:".
he says ..,

' "TheyThey'They"' ',
learn that thethe-

world
the-

worldworld cares for them and whatwhat-
the'y're

what-
they'rethey'retheyrethe'y're

' ' , doing and they developddevelop-
selfrconfidencg

velopvelop-

.selfrConfid.selfrconfidence-.selfrconfidenceselfrconfidencg.selfrConfidselfrConfid.,..selfrconfidenceThisnc ..:- This is a veryvery-

important
very-

importantimportant part of the program .

"II" hope they become inde-indeinde-

pendent
inde-

pendent
-.

pendent'pendent' thinkers here , learn totqtq-

stand
to-

standstand on their own feet andand-

create
and-

createcreate a new world for them-them-.
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DISCUSSING TECHNIQUE-RonaldTECHNIQUERonald- SenungetukSeoongetuk , riflhtriWitright., directeddirectdirect6eofr'ofrof' of ExtensionExtension-
Center

Extension-
CenterCenter in Arts and Crafts , confers with Melvin OlannaDianna on wood piece OlannaOIan08Dianna isIs-

creating
is-

creatingcreatingcreatingPKotocreatingPhoto... -PKotoPKoto-PhotoPhoto- By EVAN BRACKEN

selves . "

The 43-year-old43yearold43.year-old43.yearold43.year43year-. -- artist has aa-

bachelor
a-

bachelorbachelor of fine arts degreedegree-

from
degree-

fromfrom Rochester Institute ofof-

Technology's
of-

Technology'sTechnology'sTechnologys' School for AmerAmerAmer-Amer-

ican
¬.-

ican Craftsmen and a diplomadiploma-
from

diploma-
fromfrom the National School ofof-

Arts
of-

ArtsArts and Crafts in Oslo , Norway .

His work has appeared in exex-exex-

hibitions
ex-

hibitions
¬-

hibitions around the nation andand-
in

and-
inin France and is part of a numnum-num-
ber

num-
ber

¬-

ber of permanent collections ,

including those of the IndianIndian-

Arts
Indian-

ArtsArts and Crafts Board in WashWasll-WasllWash-Wasl-
lington

Wash-
ington

¬-

ington , D.CDC. . , the Johnson WaxWax-
Co

Wax-
CoCo . of Racine , Wis . , the AnAn-An¬.-

chorage Historical and FineFine-

Arts
Fine-

ArtsArts Museum , and the officeoffice-
of

office-
ofof the President , University ofof-

Alaska
of-

Alaska
'

Alaska .

Senungetuk has traveledtraveled-
widely

traveled-
widelywidely and participated in manymany-
conferences

many-
conferencesconferences on artart.. He is aa-

member
a-

membermember of thethe AmericanAmeric.nAmericnAmerimn. CraftsCrafts-
Council

Crafts-
CouncilCouncilCouncilofof New York , North ¬.
west Designer Craftsmen ofof-
Seattle

of-
SeattleSeattle and the Alaska StateState-
Council

State-
CouncilCouncilCouncilonon the Arts .

He is married and he andand-

his
and-

hishis wife Turid have two chilchil-chil-

dren
chil-

dren

¬-

dren - Christopher and HeidiHe-idiHeidi- ..
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