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Editorial—
Paternalistic Attitude

There is far too much patermlistic ottitude toword
the native people of Alaska and it is not only the
Bureou of Indion Affoirs brond either we have heard
about. This sickening attitude crops up from any non-
native whether he be in Alaska, the Lower 48, or from
ony Evropean country.

‘““‘Lo, the poor Indian, the Eskimo, the Aleut, he
doesn’t know my kind of civilization so | must lead
him by the hand’’ approach is not only an insult 1o the
intelligence of the native people, but a deterrent on

their

Constontly leading the native people by the nose is
not the shortest route toward their development into
ony semblance of the mainstream, as some people say,
if they wished to take that route. Lot of our people do
wish to take that route but they are hompered by too
much hand—leading. They are not given enough chance
to use their own strength—their own courage—their own
responsibility in the process.
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efforts to develop.

We now have quite o few notive people who have
successfully bridged the gap ond they didn't arrive
there by being nose—led. They got there because they
had courage of their own—strength of their own. They
were the ones, for all intents ond purposes, who rebel
ed against thenose leaders. They had the gumption to
hold on to some of their volues even though those
values were discouroged. They knew they could never
become complete white people.

There are, of course, some of our own people who
thought they have ottained the white stotus ond having
attgined it, begon to look down on their own people.
There is no more despicable o person thaon thot type
and their own people con do well without them.

This writing is not meant to say that oll non-
natives are patemalistic. Not by o long shot. There
are some who respect the native people for what they
are—~who respect their cultures and troditions for they,
00, know that the spirit of o people—their strength, lies
in the pristine estoblishment of their heritoges. This
should have profound respect of all no matter where they
might hove sprung.

There is something wrong in the efforts o chaonge—
to assimilate the native people. Breaking the sinews
of their own spirits is not going to do it.

Perhaps it would be better 1o i'l*llﬂi“'.*.
o free hond to solve the problem in their own way. Whe
knows, they might come vp with the best answer be-

cause they ore known to hove solved some of the most
formidable obstacles in Alaske.
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donated by the Encyclopedia
N Ammtvety
its - Anmi
during 1968.
Encyclopedia

in the name of President

Johnson by William Benton,

Publisher and Chairman of
Britannica, Inc.,
and U,S. Ambassador b

Encyclopedia

UNESCO, for the Chief
Executive’s ““leadership and
continuing contributions to
education for all Americans.”

In i the gifts,
President ﬂ.::,cdld the
donation a * generous
and farsighted act...placing
these Presidential
Libraries in these poor
schools attended hj our poar
children.”” It woul the
children, said the Pres t,
by giving them “‘power—power
to rise asbove the arbitrary
‘station” in life they were
born to.”

The books are being dis-
tributed to 665 elementary

pu

by the U.S.
ion of the Department of
Health, Education & Welfare,
with the advice of a comm-
ittee of leading American
educators.

., migratory worker
schools and Indian schools.”
Each library contains be-
tween _32 and 57 wvolumes,

Children of the

Mrs. Meogan the teacher. She cooked Miﬁﬂﬂll
couldn’t eat it, so she wrapped it up and gave it to me.
' ed out, so she took care of

Next stop was Whiskey Creek. That's where the boss
lived, Ben Durich. | told him, “Don’t cock for me. | think |
have the influenza.”’ But | said I'll make it, | don"t care if |
die on the way.

Next moming, | just looked ot the hotcokes
which | been eating the year before when | carried the mail.
| used 1o get away with half dozen.

He asked me if | could make it. | said, *"Ben call Ruby,
four hours from now I'll be there.”

Twenty—eight miles more. When | got 1o Ruby, everyone
was laying down and drinking White Mule and quinine. Just
the two mail corriers helped me. They had two in case one
got sick or drop dead, | guess. L 1T

This will be part one. The next ene will give you the reason

state Why I'm writing this and, of course, it will have to be the mail
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sell their fish. In 1967 thewr
were -three fish businesses
where they could sell their
fish—the third being the
Fishermen's Cooperative.
Naowrally, the Native | fished
with sold his fish 1o the
buyer thot paid the best
Fishermen’s
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

This is on open letter in
regard to the salmon con-
troversy between the Fisher
men's Cooperative in Bethel
and the State. The key
question to ponder in this
controversy in this—When the
chips are down, is the State,



