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Indians Forcefully

Criticize Sec. Hickel

CHICAGO-The American In-
dians-United and the National
Indian Youth Council in a joint
statement this week demanded
that the Nixon administration
investigate Secretary of the In-
terior Walter J. Hickle's recent
statements regarding Indian re-
servation status at the Western
Governor’s Conference held in
both Seattle, Wash. and Portland
Oregon.

Jess Sixkiller is the executive
director of the American Indians-
United with headquarters in
Chicago.

“Secretary Hickel’s state-
ments,” the statement declared,
“at the Western Governor’s Con-
ference in Seattle, Washington
on July 30 imply a renewed In-
terior Department interest in the
termination of Indian reserva-
tions.

“Hickel reportedly said, ‘In-
dians will always have the crutch
of being able to go back to the
reservation. Indians have often
come off the reservation, moved
into the eastern cities and some-
times found they could not make
it and returned to the reservation.
They must cut the cord sooner or
later and become involved in
American society.” ”

“These remarks,” the state-
ment continued, “and where they
were presented seems to be in our
opposition to Point Two of the
Nixon address to Indians, “Ter-
mination of tribal recognitions
will not be a policy objective and
in no case be imposed without
Indian consent,’” and Point Five,
‘T will oppose any effort to trans-
fer jurisdiction over reservations
without Indian consent.”

The'statement of the AIU and
NIYC also took to task Secre-
tary Hickel’s failure to appoint
so far a new Commissioner of
Indian Affairs which was vacated
by resignation of Commissioner
Robert L. Bennett.

Hickel was reportedly to have
stated that he had come up with
an Indian “who can do the job as
Commissioner and get confirmed
by the Senate.”

*“His methods of determining
the next Bureau of Indian Affairs
commissioner is apparently in
opposition to Point Four of the
Nixon address: ‘The right of
self determination if the Indian
people will be respected and
their participation in planning
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Hickel reportedly said in Port-
land, Ore. on July 31:

“Political considerations were
involved in selecting a new Com-
missioner.”’

“The question is,” the state-
ment said, “whose political con-
siderations was he referring to—to
his own political future or the
self determining destiny of In-
dian people?

“We American Indians-United
and the National Indian Youth
Council demand participation In
the selection of the next Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs. We
further demand that the Nixon
administration conduct an invest-
igation of Mr. Hickel's statements
at the Western Governor’s Con-
ference and in Portland to deter-
mine whether they were in the
best interest of the Indian Am-
ericans and previously stated ad-
ministration policy.”

The Indian groups pointed out
that recently BIA funding of
over $200 million was held up
due to the Indians becoming a
political pawn.

“Today,” the groups said, “‘we
are still without a commissioner
though a parade of qualified In-
dians have been interviewed. We
demand that recognized Indian
organizations who are attuned to
the people be the ones to recom-
mend three qualified Indians
from which one may be selected
for the commissioner.”

The American Indians-United
is a national affiliation of off-
reservation Indian organizations.

Kemuk—

Students of the University of
Alaska Upward Bound program
presented a pageant for the pub-
lic yesterday at the campus in
Schaible Auditorium.

The pageant entitled “Ke-
muk”™ depicted the historic Es-
kimo and Indian trading festival
between the Indians of Nulato
and the Eskimos of Unalakleet.

Admission was free.

Lee Salisbury, head of the
Department of Speech, Radio,
and Drama, directed the pageant
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Something new in communi-
cations between the VISTA vol-
unteers and the native people in
the lower Kuskokwim and Dill-

areas are being tried at
the University of Alaska.

Eskimo VISTA Associates a-
long with Levi Lott of Tuluksak
and Irene Reed of the UA lin-
guistic department are teaching
VISTA Volunteers the Yupik
Eskimo dialect of the Bethel and
Dillingham areas.

The VISTA Volunteers, 25 of
them, are now training for assign-
ments in the villages in the areas
mentioned. The language training
program is under the direction of
Irene Reed.

Miss Reed has five informants,
Four of them are young Eskimo
women from the lower Kuskok-
win area and all of them are
VISTA Associates.

They are: Marie Nick, Nuna-
pitchuk; Ina Keene Morgan, Kas-
igluk; Sadie David, Kongiganak;
and Edith Kernak, Tuntutuliak.
Levi Lott, Kasigluk, UA student,
1s the fifth informant.

“The VISTAS are having fun
learning Eskimo but the language
is a real tongue twister for
whites,”” said Levi Lott. “When
they’re through, I hope there will
be a better communication be-
tween them and the villagers.”

The language program has
been in progress for almost three
weeks.

“Some of the kids are doing
real well in the program. At least
they’ll have a better understand-
ing of the cultural background in
the villages where they will be

Upward Bound Kids
Stage Trading Play

assisted by Sarah Seeburger of
Kotzebue.

Prominent parts were played
by Linda Roberts of Manley Hot
Springs, lead Indian dancer. Lou-
isa Stine of Anaktuvuk, lead
Eskimo dancer; John Moses of
Bethel, Eskimo chief; and Jerry

Ivanoff of Unalakleet, Indian
chief. |
Salisbury said the pageant

showed several colorful costumes
which were sent to UA from the
villages for the dancers and actors
in the pageant.

SASSARA ...

(Continued from page 1)

on that land for hundreds of
years. The State should assist
any citizen in any claim before
Congress.”

“U. S. history shows that
white men have usually cheated
and mistreated the First Ameri-
cans. Let’s show that we’ve learn-
ed to treat all Americans equal-
ly” Sassara urged.

“The Natives are pressing their
claim before the U. S. Congress
this week. They should have the
full support of the State Govern-
ment. The State can’t continue
to change its position and expect
Congress to consider the State as
sincere in wanting a settlement.”

“Let those people have a
grubstake in the same way so
many homesteaders and business-
men started. Then the Alaska
Natives can move into the mod-
ern world on their own, instead
of being kept as words of the
bureaucrats in Juneau and Wash-
ington.™

Sassara urged Alaskans to
wire the Senate Interior Com-
mittee supporting a generous
settlement. The Committee
headed by Senator Henry Jack-
son, D.-Washingt
henrmy in Wuhmgtun . s
starting Monday, August 4.
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serving,”” said Lott.

Edith Kernak and Marie Nick
know how to read Eskimo *‘in
the old way.” They, however,
along with others have been
learning to read their language
in the linguistic style as taught
by Miss Reed.

“We have found that it’s easier
to read than the old way, re-
marked Marie Nick.

Joli Morgan, who is now work-
ing for University of Oregon that
is responsible for training VISTA
Volunteers, said that John Shuler

Borough, UA Seek Teacher Students

The Fairbanks North Star
Borough School District, in co-
operation with the University of
Alaska, is presently recruiting
individuals who have had at
least three (3) years of college
and wish to make teaching in
Alaska their career.

Those accepted will be spend-
ing the school year 1969-70 at-
tending classes at the University
of Alaska and practice teaching
in the public schools of Fair-

MILLER’'S TESTIMONY SNARLS

(Continued from page 1)

said, the majority could be sel-
ected by the natives themselves.

The AFN had asked that the
native people be immediately
empowered to select a majority
of the directors, and Hickel,

when he was Alaska's governor.

and the current state legislature
had concurred.

It was noted, however, that
Gov. Miller did support the grant
to the natives of $500 million,

ayable as follows:

—3$100 million the first year
and $50 million a year for the
next succeeding eight years with
interest.

This position is in agreement
with the native position, as is
Gov. Miller’s support of distribu-
tion of the money to state and

regonal native business corpora-

tions.

He also mpported the AFN’s
request not to repeal the Native
Allotment Act.

The attorneys believe that
Gov. Miller’s testimony will sub-
stantially impair the chance of
obtaining a t of more land

Miller had
had when he was gov-
ernor that the native land claims

could still result in a fair land
settlement.

~ The attorneys further pointed
out to the fact that Miller’s posi-
tion resulted in a grant of only 3
per cent of the entire land en-

compassed by the State while
while the natives had claimed

”‘Waf._

ESKIMO LANGUAGE TEACHERS—This group of young Eskimos
from lower Kuskokwim area are teaching the Yupik dialect of the
Eskimo language to 25 VISTA Volunteers at the training sessions
at the University of Alaska. From left to right: Edith Kernak, Tun-
tutuliak: Levi Lott, Tuluksak; Sadie David, Kongiganak; ina Keene
Morgan, Kasigluk; and Marie Nick, Nunapitchuk. The four girls are
scheduled to go to University of Oregon to teach Eskimo at the
VISTA training center of western regions.
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as the VISTA director for Alaska
first thought of the idea about
year ago.

“If this is successful, we woulg
like to work the same progr:
in northern Eskimo dialect and
Athabascan in the interior A
laska,” said Morgan.

Levi Lott brought the groug
from the university for a brie
interview in the Tundra Time
office. At the end of the inter
view, he said:

“Tuai.” That means:
all,” in Yupik dialect.

*“That’

banks.

Candidates will receive
Bachelor’s degree in either ele
mentary or secondary educatio
In addition to receiving a stip
end, candidates will be paid fo
books, lab fees, and tuitio

Interested persons should ap
ply through the Alaska Staté
Manpower Center, 6th and Bar
nette Streets immediately as the
deadline is August 15.

virtually all of the State:and the
Federal Field Committee hac
found that the natives could
prove use and occupation of :
most all of the state.
This change of position b
the state administration as ex
hibited by Gov. Miller’s testi
money is being viewed by the
native leaders, according to th
attorneys, as a breach of fai
with the commitment made b
the then Gov. Hickel to the n:
tive people at a time when the
State and the natives were to be
united in obtaining a fair anc
just settlement of the land claim
of Alaska’s native people.
The natives of Alaska
for 40 million acres ou
of the m s 375 million ac

103 miillon acres now in the
process of withdrawl.

In his testimony this
Congressman Howard W. I
pointed out:

“Set out a map
Alaska, ﬂuguntsoflmd
Alaskan native villages do
far more rea
in
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