Future of Amchitka island Not
Bright If AEC Tests Continue

(From ALASKA FISH &
GAME TRAILS)

~Karl Schneider, game biolo-
gist, Anchorage, attended a meet-
ing in Seattle November 24-25 to
review the bioenvironmental ef-
fects of the Amchitka test.
Movies of the shot were spec-
tacular. Water was thrown off
the surface of the ocean as much

ly for birds nesting around the
edges of ponds.

Long term effects on the low-
er trophic levels of marine life
cannot be measured immediately.
The bulk of the animal life de-
pends on these lower trophic
levels.

Venting of radioactive mater-

ial could cause international
problems because many salmon
in the area are of Asian origin

When one considers the effectr:_

of the blasts, the polution from
drilling and destruction from
tracked vehicles and other equip-
ment, Amchitka’s future is not

bright.
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ARTIFACTS WANTED! If you
are going to sell old-time objects,
please contact the Alaska State
Museum first. If you have old-
time things that need special
care, you can lend them to the
Museum for safe-keeping and
display. if your things are in the
Alaska State Museum, they stay
in Alaska. Contact: Jane Wallen,
Director, Alaska State Museum,
Pouch FM, Juneau, Alaska
99801, phone 586-1224.

as two miles from ground zero.
The water in the sea otter beach
pen went eight feet into the air.

Overpressures were not suf-
ficient to kill sea otters directly.
However, they were great enough
near the bottom of the ocean to
break ear drums which could re-
sult in the eventual death of an
animal had animals been diving
in the area of the time of the
detonation.

Overpressure near the surface
(where the penned otter were)
was close to zero. Some disrup-
tion of the soil and vegetation
occurred: sections of cliffs and
sea staks broke loose sometimes
dumping thousands of cubic
yards of rock into the tidal and
subtidal zones.

Sticklebacks were killed in
ponds near the test site but few
other fish were injured.

In all, there was no spectacu-
lar damage to the ecology of the
island. However, enough damage
was done to make Schneider con-
cerned about the effects of re-
peated tests of a higher-yield.

These tests will be in areas
with less stable soil. Recovery to
damage is very slow because most
of the organic material is tied up
in the mat of vegetation, not the
soil. Decomposition is very slow.

One can only speculate on the
eventual results of repeated dis-
ruption of the vegetative mat,
accelerated cliff erosion with the
loss of bird nesting areas, destruc-
tion of the sea floor through
rock slides, etc.

At the same point, tests may
become large enough to kill sea
otters and fish directly. A shot
during the bird nesting season
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Number one in service

Your Ski-Doo dealer is a good
guy to know. Not just because
he sells the number one
snowmobile. But because he can
offer better service after the
sale. He's a pro with know-how,
ready to give you qualified repair
service — whenever you need it.
He's the man who offers a free
15 hour service check to new
Ski-Doo owners. And a parts and
service warranty that gives you
real peace of mind. He's also the
one person in town who can tell
you where to find all the best
snowmobiling trails. If you want
the number one choice In
snowmaobiles, in high-fashion
winter sportwear and accessories,
see your Ski-Doo dealer. He'll
show you all the 1970 reasons
why you go one better
when you go Ski-Doo.

Number one in sizzle
Every one of our snowmobiles
exciting series — each with a is powered by the world famous
totally different personality. HRotax engine — designed
We're sure you'll find one to match exclusively for Ski-Doo. No other
your own. If it's luxury you're after, engine delivers more efficient
there's Ski-Doo Nordic.® It it's power for climbing, towing, just
sporty action you re itching for, plain funning around. And no
there's Ski-Doo Olympique. engine acts better, at all speeds —
If you want a Ski-Doo that's big, all temperatures. And this year,
comfortable and fun to drive, our Rotax engines are even more
there's twin-track Invader.® dependable. They're bigger in
If you're looking for speed and size, with more cc's, but deliver
power, there's Ski-Doo T'NT.* the same horsepower as before
And if price is on your mind, for the most trouble-free
there's the Ski-Doo 12/3. It's s0o performance in snowmaobile
low priced, a lot of people history.
are buying two and three.

Number one in selection
For 1970, Ski-Doo offers five

Number one in sales

Ski-Doo has introduced more
people to the sport of
snowmobiling than any other
make. That's because Ski-Doo
invented snowmobiling. And ever
since its first appearance on a
snowlield, Ski-Doo has been the
undisputed snowmobile leader
Last year alone, Ski-Doo
dealers sold over 114 000 models
That's more than the next six
manufacturers combined. There
are many reasons for Ski-Doo's
great sales success. And a belter
choice of models 1s certainly
one of them
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Teller Commercial Company
Teller, Alaska

BIG RAY’'S SURPLU
Send for Qur

Top Value at Low Prices

452-3458

For free sponsored
16 MM film short subjects

write Dick Norman

at There’s a Ski-Doo dealer near you.
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AURORA SNOWMOBILE

925 Aurora Drive, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701.
Phone—456-6879

*T.M. Bombardier Ltd.
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Pictures, Inc.

811 Sth Ave.,
-Serving Alaska since 1939-

Anchorage
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