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PAUL FORRER discusses artart-

amongst
a- 'rta- rta'rta-

mongst
'

amongst stacks of students workwork-
in

work-
inin his Kotzebue apartmentap rtment.. BeBe-Be-

low
.*-

low are samples of the whimsicalwhimsical-
drawings

whimsical-
drawingsdrawings he inspires .
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. FrrerArMagiccncksaFbrrerW711orrerArtMagicW711orrerArtMagic() Art(, Masic ,ClicksatClicks ;:atKotzebue!
'

<,Kotzebuebuk' '

LLAELELMORGANMORGAN , '-ByBy- By tv
IIBy.TJTJ., 't1t1' ' ,.. 'StaffWriter\'I'StaffWriterStaffWriter'II' Staff Writer ' *\'." '
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PerhapsPerhPerhpsPerh2ps.you'vePerh2ps.youvePerh2psyouveps !. you'veyouveou'veouve' ;:hhardheardard ,of , theth'ethethe-

'little

' "

':
I

'littlelittle' grade schoolschoO: artists ofof EekEck;,:
!
:

Fifty of their ,. drawings recently !
,

'-

sold
s-

old
'

sold ''
, irfiriin ' AnchorageAnchorageforj$1,5ooAnchorageforj15oo?]; forfor$1,500for1500]' ,$ 1,515, 00 . ;,

'The'SrnithsonianTheSrnithsonian'TheThe'TheI'TheSTheS' I'
; S ithsoniannithsonian Institution hashas-

requested
has-

requestedrequestedrequestedsome/somesome/{; some
'-

of1
o-

f1
'-

of
o-f'- of
o-f' ",' theirtheir'worktheirworktheir'work-

and
."."workwork"work-

and
"' 'work

and it liashasbras beenbenexhibitedbeenexhibiteden exhibited atat'theattheat'the-
I ''

thethe-
White

I

, WhiteWhite'
te

,
houseOuS ini '

.WashingtQnD.CWashingtQnD.CWashingtQnDCWashingtonD.CWashingtonDC.'
Washington J,, > .CC. .

The ' artists 'aieaiearea e students ofof-
Paul,. Paul Forrer , a Bureau of IndianIndian-
'Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs'Affairs' teacherteachrteach r whoho majored notnot-
in

not-
in'

,
in ,. art but inininsocialsocial sciertceScience andand-
psychopsychologyPSYChOIpsycho'\ gy., He taught in EekEek-

lour," t' fourlour yearsy ars and will ,_ tell youyou-
cheerful,. 'cheerfuljycheerfuljy'/ cheerful y he learnedlearnlearnedartd art fromfrom.-

the\.the.the\\:*<,, .thethe,.. the.the'l.Ee.theEel.theG'l\.Eel.Ee'll.EeEe'\G .EelEeK ,. kids , not vice versa
'..

is$(. '. ExpertsExpetsExperts{ 'WhoWho', studied Eek artart-

wonderetl
art-

wondered, wonderedwonderetl if, this classlass was unu-unuunu.-

sually
unu-

sually
-.

.suallysually., talentedttalentedorlentedlentedoror if the whole
'.jj,. , ,' thing wawawaswassome')

> some kind.kind. ofofaa fluke .

'ForrerForrer'forrerforrer
' Forrer maintainedmaintained he could get

II"proII'
. anyanygetanynorrnalnormal youngster to pro-pro-

,!, duceproducethe same kind of work .,

, NowNowII' he'shes' proved it inin-

Jotzeb1ef
in-

KotzebueKotzebueJotzeb1efJotzeb1efFor( .! , For the last year
he'shesyearhe's' been ,",, teaching high schoolschool-
classes

school-
classesclasses there with ' equally gragra-gra-

tifying
¬.-

tifying resultsrduItsresults . Drawings fromfrom-
his

from-
hishis Kotzebue pupils have beenbeen-
making

been-
makingmaking the rounds in AnchorageAnchorage-
andand 200 ' of them will be shownshown-
atat the Native Arts and CraftsCrafts-
show

raftsrafts-
showshow this summer .

Ferrer'sFerrersForrer'sForrers' "EekEek" technique'MstechniqueMstechnique"istechniqueistechnique"is-
simply

technique"is-
simply

'"
simply to let students do as theythey-
please

they-
pleaseplease and it also work inin-

Kotzebue
in-

KotzebueKotzebue . He doesn'tdoesnt' teachteach-
basics

teach-
basicsbasics . He doesn'tdoesnt' insist certaincertain-
techniques

certain-
techniquestechniques are wrong or right soso-

no
so-

nono one is afraid to experiment ..

"I'veIve"" '' never hadhadanan art class .
Never held a formal art lesson .

If you try and teachte1ch; a kid howhow-
to

how-
toto draw a face you'llyoullyou'HyouHyou'Hnever' never-neverneverget.- get aa-

face
a-

faceface like this ," he explainedexplained-
holding

explained-
holdingholding up a whimical free-stylefreestylefreestyle-
sketch

freestyle-
sketch

-

sketch . "IfIf" you appointed aa-

committee
a-

committeecommittee to teach babies toto-

walk
to-

walkwalk you'dyoud' have mostV1V1st; st of themthem-
in

them-
inin wheelchairswheelwheelchairschairs .."

His Kotzebue youngsters will

t

} .
- --

-.J
.-

J
-

:11.:1.J:
- -

': -
i

'
,)

.

,..
, ,

./
.

1

,

:
'

.

;
'

.

, .

'"
" , .

'v- '- '
,l-

a
.1-11-

l
-

,

:

,
. l\l\ ' a:_ ) .

:

'
. ;

.

1

.

- ,JI,
, -

.

.

.
,

'

-

:

tell youyouwiihou
'

;;' .withoutwithout,. without J'J- 'trace'aaa'tracetrace
'
trace ofdis-ofdisofdis-

respect
ofdis-

respect
of ,;,, dis-disdis-

respect
-

,"
'

,

respectrespectcrazy.j};,' i.thatithat.,thathat.,, FprrerForrer-ForrerFForreris. rrer"' '- is
'-

crazy
c-

razy'!

crazy .:
'

,
:/;/'

\.j.jyiyi"He\ '."
' "He'sHesuHe's/airetarduHe'suHesairetard"HeHe" '!

,
sratretard'/ a \ retard ," ;

'

"' 'one'sopho-'one'sophoonesophoone'sophaonesopha'' one : <' sopho-sophosopho-
more

-.-

>,'moremore,':more explainedexplainedf
,

:; fondlyn'dly-n'dlyndlyn'dly'But,;>;-:y .
*"'ButBut'But II-

like
,..

like' him ,
:.

J;,
:,.That's.ThatsThats. ,That'swhy1.IThatswhy1.IThatswhy1IThat'swhy1.IworkThat'sThats. ,

' !:; whyIwhyI/whyIwhyIwork''
,
.
,

/ workwork-
for

''
! " nc
J for himhirn . ,

" *"\;"tt"". (It goes beyond art , too '.., ForFor-
this

Fo-
rth

For-
thisthisthsth s ,

;'interviewinterview' interv ew ,",, he dismissed hishis-
math

his-
math

his-
mathmath classclasSearlyclassearly'andearlyearly'andearlyand' andnd theythey'didnttheydidntthey'didn'tthey'didnt-
want

they'didn't-
want

,'
, 'didn'tdidnt'didn't-

want

' ';
'-

they
t-

hey
'-

theywere
'-

they
t-

hey
'-

theywere
'want to leave. Said they werewere-

enjoying
were-

enjoying
were-

enjoyingenjoying the class too much .)
He was teaching academicacademic-

courses
academic-

cour
academic-

courses
'-

in
i- n'coursescourcourscoursess in EekEekwhenwhen hehe-

stumbled
he-

tumbledstumbledtumbled; into art .,

"IIu" . ran jntointohito some kids whowho-
had

who-
hadhadhadabsoJutelyhadabsolutelyabsolutelyabsoJutely no acaderfucacademicacader'ricacaderric' inin-inin-

terests
in-

terests
¬-

terests ., They were brightbright-
enough

bright-
enoughenough butbutbur they just weren'twerentweren't-
tu'rned

weren't-
turned

'
turnedtu'rnedtu'rnedonturnedon

'

on'JonJon .. 'II'Icreated' . created a littleIittl tabletable-
with

table-
withwith .artart.art supplies on itit.. I hadh lloneoneone-
rule

one-
ruleeverybodyhadbody.hadeverybody.hadrule in, schpolschpo1school.. that everybodyeve {body

-hadhad.had-. JtoIto be involvediflvolvedipvolved in somes I11e acac-acac-

tivity
¬.-

tivity .
'

"AtAt" firstfirstIthereIthere'

, there were justjusteracraeracra-cra-

yons
¬.-

yons . Trial'sTrialsTHat'sTHats' allll 1I had .

OccasionallyOccasi nally they'dtheyd' doo somesome-
nice

some-
nicenice work aridan'dandacidacidI'd' I'dId'' pick up andand-
praise

and-
praisepraise it . TheyTh y tried harder andand-
one

and-
oneone thing ledledtoled'to'toto\to'\ another ."

Ot\OtOnOta\ a teachersteateahersteacherssers conventionconven- 'tionconven- tion' inin-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorageassignedthe,. FJorrerFfrrerForrer was assignedassigned-
thethe bulletinbulletinpoardboardpoardoard to deco'ratedecoratedeco'rate-
and

decorate-
and

'

and he coveredoveredcovefed it with EekEek-
drawings

Eek-

drawingsdrawings . Mary Hale ,. long timetime-
patron

time-
patronpatron of the arts , spotted it andand-

set
and-

setset up an exhibit in thethe-

Westward
the-

WestwardWestward Hotel..

"II" hadhadnothingnothing to measuremeasure-
myself

measure-
myselfmyself against.. The results wewe-

were
we-

werewere getting surprised me butbut-
II didn'tdidnt' realize they would sursur-sur-

prise
¬.-

prise anybody else ,," Forrer mar-
fels

marmar-mar-
vels

¬.-
vels\felsfels\ .

His decision to leave Eek andand-

come
and-

comecome to Kotzebue was not easy .

He loves the bush ,. regardsregards-
Kotzebue

regards-
KotzebueKotzebue as a city living ., Also ,

his students at Kotzebue areare-

older
are-

olderolder and the schedule more ri-riri-

gid
ri-

gid
ri-

gid
-

gid .

"OneOne" ofQf the boys in Eek waswas-
crazy

was-
crazycrazy about birds . If he saw oneone-
he'd

one-
he'dhe'dhedhe'dcall' call our attention to it andand-
sometimes

and-
sometimessometimes we'dwed' all go out and

STUDENTS Charlie GoodwinGoodwin-
and

Goodwin-
andand Mary Davis of KotzebueKotzebue-
High

Kotzebue-
HighHigh SchooSchool ) pause in the midstmidst-
of

midst-
ofof a class . Goodwin is workingworking-
with

working-
withwith wet crepec epe paper and MaryMMary-
with

ryry-

withwith crayons on paperaper set on aa-

warm
a-

warmwarm griddle .

YY-

lookheY
' '

Jook.
'-

work'rlike
w-

orkrlike
'
lloklookheYlookheY'ecalls'rok ,;'"'! ., he 'ecalls'recallsr'recalls'ecal1secal1s :. '

;''ijiiji' '' ' '"YouYou'YY"YouYou"' u .
.' can'tcant'can.tcan.t'cant-

work
'.,'can.t'work'rlikework ; ' like :"thatthat"' that .; Kotzebue'Kotzebue'KotzebueKotzebue' ".';

,
.' , ; '.,, at ,.':But he , maintains anan'informalaninformal;' informalinformal-

atmosphereatmosphere ,. in his ,. classroom .
I(,IWhenWhen kids drift in fromfrom'otherfromotherfrom'otherc-
lasses

"' otherother-
classesclasses he lets them participate ,

and it'sits' ,
allaU sort of a delightfuldelightful-

experiment
delightful-

experimentexperimentexperiment
.

.,''

They work., with crayons onon-

pa
on-

paperpaperpa er set on i!a warn kitchenkitchen-
griddle

kitchen-
griddlegriddle , withwithcrepecrepe paper andand-
glue

and-
glueglue, homemade fetfeftfelt) pens ,
kitchenkitcJ1en foil , waxed and carboncarbon-
paper

carbon-
paperpaperpaper , combs , food coloring , flatflat-
irons

flat-
ironsirons , dental floss , you namename, itit..

"TheyThey" horrify you occasional ¬.

lyIyIywithlywithwith some of the things theythey-
try

they-
trytry , butbuf sometimes it works ,,""
the teacher shrugs .

Some of their workworkwouldwould bebe-

classified
be-

classified
'-

as
a- s'

classified as Eskimo art butbut-
Forrer

but-
ForrerForrer doesn'tdoesnt' stress that parti-parti-.

,larlypartilarlylarly .

"InIn" their imaginations they'retheyrethey're-
world

they're-
world

'
world travelers these EskimoEskimo-
kids

Eskimo-
kidskids"Theylook," he pointed out . "TheyThey"
look at magazines andani moviesmovies-
and

movies-
andand they 'knowknow' the cities andand-

bridges
and-

bridgesbridges .'""'

They drawdrawhemXhem\hemhemthem\ too . ... WonWon-Won-

derful
¬.-

derful , imagination cities withwittWitt-

appealingappealinglppealnglppealng lightnessligt\tnessligttnesslightness\ of spirit..

Forrer doesn'tdoesnt' predict thethe-

majority
the-

majoritymajority of his students willwill-

make
will-

makemake artrt a career but they areare-

becoming
are-

becomingbecoming aware of their fame .

The Kotzebue class knows aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe Eek class and their WhiteWhite-
House

White-
HouseHouse exhibit , for instance , andand-

jokingly
and-

jokinglyjokingly turn in their own worksworks-
for

works-
forfor a "KremlinKremlin" exhibit.." ButBut-

it's
But-

it'sit'sits' mostly for fun , andan J< that'sthatsthat's-
the

that's-
the ''the way Forrer wants it . '

He has an occasional dreamdream-
about

dream-
aboutabout a special class of studentsstudents-
from

students-
fromfrom around the state but hehe-

doesn't
he-

doesn'tdoesn'tdoesnt' want to get pigeonholed .
Next year he has a teachingteaching-
assignment

teaching-
assignmentassignment at St51.. Michael andand-

he's
and-

he'she'shes' looking forward to thatthat-
more

that-
moremorehighflownthan he would any high-high-

flown position in a professionalprofessional-
artart school..
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