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Anaktuvuk ...
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weeks. “It didn’t take them
long to make up their minds
to move to Umiat in the first
place. Someme suggested it
in village council 1n January
and the idea spread like wild
fire.”” (At last count, 18
families wanted to move, five
przferred to stay.)

Meorry opposed moving to
Umiat because he felt not
enough was known about the
place. He had heard hunting
was not good there, an
opinion confirmed at the
meeting by Robert Hinman,
Department of Fish and Game
and Max C. Brewer, Arctic
Research Laboratory. ‘‘Most
of the young people are
aggmst the move,” Morry

¢My father says that on
flat land the caribou can
spot you easily and can hear
you moving around.”’

Both he and Noan Ahgook -

another member of the dele-
gation agreed that the famil-
les who wanted to stay
probably would do so, no
matter what the rest of the
village decided.

Jack Ahgook, a delegation
member who favers the move,
predicted that some families
probably would move away;
even if the villagers voted to
remain at the Pass. He said
people wanted to move to

Cenfennidl . . .

(continued rrom Page |)
aud “The Song of Norway,”’
the Porgy and Bess Singers,
Burl Ives concerts, rock—
and—roll entertainment, grand
old style melodrama and
follies productions.

The entertatement will be
staged in two new facilities
on the Alaska 67 site—the
389—seat theatre in the Civic
Center Building; and the
300—seat multi—purpose
Pioneer Hall Auditorium in
Gold Rush Town—and then
““as it happens’ around the
40 acres.

A resident cast of 30
petformers from Washington,
California, New York, and
Alaska, will bhe the repertory
company for most stage
productions.

Producer is Bob Banks, a
veteran entertainer  and
praducer.

The season opens with the
Alaska 67 Follies Saturday,
May 27.

Cast members from Wash-
mmgton have recorded the
theme song “Let’s Go To
Alaska’™ by Elizabeth
Firestone Willis and Larry
Beck, to be sold at the
exposition.

Of special imterest to
teenagers are the contemp-

orary musieal groups, the
Turtles, and the QGrass
Roots. The Turtles will

perform at free concert and
dance on Sunday, July 9,
preceded by the Grass Roots
m a similar ccncert-—dance
az Jume 18.

Burl Ives, actor, singer and
guitarist, will stroll the
streets of Gold Rush Town
ad offer impromptu sing—
alongs fa children. Ives will
be i residence at the Alaska
67 Exposition for several
days begmning May 27.

Sitent motion pictures will
be shown iz Pioneer Hall
when  the auditerium is not
ased for the Alaska 67
Rewvae or a melodrama.

For the unpredictable,
visitors ta the Afaska 67
Centennial Exposition can
see young outlaws ““rob’’ the
site’s tram, the Crooked
Creek amd Whiskey Istand
Railroad, and possibly “‘jump
a clam’ in the Mining
Valley.

Umiat because communications
would be better, willows for
fuel, plentiful, and wind less
fierce. ‘‘The older men in
the village seem to think
game will be all right at
Umiat,”” he said. But he
doubted the move would take
place because housing  at
Umiat is inadequate. Only
four quonset huts, property
of the Arctic Research Lab-
oratory, and all needing
repair, are available.

Besides the inadequate
housing and doubtful supply
of game, the village might
have to foot a $2,500 to
$4,000 bill each year for
maintaining the airstrip at
Umiat. State Representative
William Hensley suggested
that U.S. Office of Economic
Opportunity funds might be
available under their work
experience program.

At  Am ktuvuk Pass, the
strip must be extended 1,500
feet if two engine craft are to
fly in. The State Division of
Aviation has promised a
D—-8 Cat to help villagers
clear the strip. The state
rural development office can
provide up to $10,000 to
help clear and maintain the
strip. Villagers now pay 20
cents a pound air freight,
though according to James
Anderson of Wien Air Alaska,
they are encouraged to ship
parcel post whenever poss-
1b1e If larger ]ﬂlanes can land

bigger shipments, Wien
promlsed to lower rates as
11 cents per pound.

The oil, stoves, D—8 cat
and Rural Development funds
were the only definite
promises made to Anaktuvuk
Pass representatives should
they decide to stay where they
are. No B.I.A. funds are
available to help the village
move, according to Wallace
Craig, Superintendent, Fair-
banks office.

State schools would be
provided at either place if
there were: a minimum of 10
children. Boarding school or
correspondence arrangements
could be made for less than
10 children.

Sanitation and water supply
improvements, requested five
years ago of the United
States  Public Health
Service, are still far off.

K. C. Lauster, U.S. Health
Service, said he had too
limited a staff and budget to
survey the area at present.
““There are no funds available
now for Anaktuvuk Pass,”’
he said. ““The earliest that
anything would be done would
be for a fund request to go
before Congress during
January, 1968 for facilities
to be built in 1969.””

Villagers used melted snow
for their water supply this
spring. Much illness occurred
in the village. Bob Mandell,
VISTA worker, attributes the
illness to the water supply
being unsafe.

Officials also  seemed
unable to give much assist~
ance for housing improve-
ments. Poor insulation and
overcrowding appear to be the
main problems. No immediate
help appears to be available
from ‘any federal of state
program, since eligibility in
existing programs rests on
some cash outlay from recip-
ients. Anaktuvuk Pass 1is
primarily a  subsistance
econcmy, though the state’s
proposed winter supply road-
is routed through the village
and may bring new jobs for
residents.

Max Brewer of the Arctic
Research Laboratory, pointed
out that it would cost between
$500,000 and $800,000 to
make the natural gas supply
at Umiat usable to villagers.
Wells would have to be re-
drilled, pipes laid, and
personel trained. Oil could be

PROUD MOMENT-Dr. William R. Woed,
left, president of the University of Alaska,
is happily congratulating two native people
degrees.

who received their
Kataxec of King Island,
his Associate in

produced without too much
additional drilling, but
cangress would have to give
permission.

Willows are plentiful in the
area and good reports of coal
have been made.

If some families move to
Umiat and others stay
at Anaktuvuk Pass probably
health services would be
decreased, since the same
staff would have to cover
both places. James Anderson
of Wien said the airline could
serve only me village. In the
event o a split, the possibi-
lity of the State providing
larger pwer generatas also
would be lessened.

Another complication raised
by leaving Anaktuvuk Pass
would involve land claims for
the area. If the village were
abandoned, claims would be
forfeited.

State land held at Umiat
would have to be purchased.
Some holdings of the Arctic
Research Laboratory could
be turned over to the B.I.A.
which could in turn lease
them to the villagers.

The Bureau of Land Man-
agement also has land at
Umiat that would be available
to the wvillagers.

Anaktuvuk Pass represent-
atives were Simon Paneak,
Jack Ahgook, John Rulland,
John Hugo, Noah Ahgook, and
Riley Morry. Sam Taalak of
the Arctic Slope Native
Association, Barrow, served
as interpreter.

Juneau officials attending
the meeting were, Earle
Costello, Employment Sec-
urity Divisiam? Rollin L.
Emel and Jacques M. Norvell,
B.I.A.; Byron S. Mallat and

Larry Montgomery, Local
Affairs Agency; and Mark
Jacobs, Rural Developme nt.

Anchorage officials included
Robert Mensing and Paul
E. Watkins, Federal Aviation
Administrati m; Dave Harman

and Howard Isberg, State
Division of Aviation; K.C.
Lauster, Alaska  Native
Health - Area Office, U.S.

Public Health Service; Lee
Hayes, State De partment of
Education, and J.C. Muelle,
State  Housing  Authority.
Attending from Fairbanks

"were James E. O’Rourke,

State  Employment Office;
Ivallean Caudill, Mark Jantzi,
Dr. Lionel Richardson and
John W. Melvill, Alaska
Division of Public Health;
Elden A. Toll and Dale R.

Sanner, Farmers Home
Administration; Ralph W.
Perdue, Fairbanks Native

center,
Arts degree and Mrs.

Bernard
received

William T.
Mailer, Division of Public
Welfare, M. Thomas Dean,
Division of Lands.

Bill Tegoseak, Native
Program for Progress; Clara
Anderson, Alaska Native
Youth Association, - Robert
F. Hilton, Bureau of Land
Management; James L.
Anderson, Wien Air Alaska;
Leonard J. Peyton, Institute
of Arctic Biology, University
of Alaska; Harry Pannick,
Arctic Slope Native Assoc-
iation; Philip Kelly,
THEATA. B.I.A. Superinten-
dent Craig acted as chairman
for the meeting.

Max: C. Brewer and John F.

Association,

Schindler, Arctic Research
Laboratory, Point Barrow,
attended.  Others present

included State Representative
William Hensley, Kotzebue;
Art Beam, Office of Economic
Opportunity, Nome; Dr. Kent

Jones, U.S. Public Health
Service, Tanana; and Bob
Mandell, VISTA  worker, -

Anaktuvuk Pass.

Hana Kangas of ‘Be“aver,

not shown in the picture,
Bachelor of Education degree.
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her Master of
Education degree. Mel Brown of Unalaklett,

received his

Indians Regret |
Liquor Inspired

‘White Status

Canadian natives should be -
permitted to regain their
Indian status, the Yukon
Territorial Council preoposed
last week.

According to a report in
The Whitehorse Star, many
natives who gave up their
Indian status are sorry now.
They acquired white status
because of old liquor laws that
forbade natives of Indian
status to drink. They did not
realize at the time that by

iving up their Indian status
%r liquor, they also were
giving up free govemnment
medical and educational
facilities.

Under existing laws, once
a native has become:a white
man, he cannot revert back to
Indian status.

Savoonga Walrus Carnival . ..
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whenever we were expected
to travel to a new place or
event.

The village has enforced a

rule that on long trips, such -

as between Savoonga and
Gambell, travelers on snow—
gos must go in pairs, because
a  mechanical failure in the
open could be fatal.

There are still many dog
teams in the village. The
dogs are a little sl aver, they

eat somewhat more heavily,
but they are absolutely
dependable.

CLIMATE-Even in May
with its long days the air is
usually cold on St. Lawrence
Island which 1s almost
perpetually fanned by a stiff
breeze right off the North
Pole. At Gambell, the year—
around average wind move-
ment is 17 knots. Snow still
lies very deep at Savwnga
but it is getting mushy and
the snow—go soon will not
be able to make tracks.

DANCERS—Nick  Wongit-
tilin, 63 the father of the
chief, is the leader of the

drummers and singers.
This man, who  looks
deceptively young, = also
dances very well. Tim

Gologergen, who is the radio
man for Wien Air Alaska and
also captain of the Alaska
Nationd Guard unit, is an

especially skilled dancer.
The women who dance are
all quite old and we noticed
all wore glasses. The single
exception’ = is Elaine
Kingeekuk, 9, a most sober
and cherubic dancing maiden.

THE ONLY WHITE BOY-—
Andy Perala, 13, is the son
of the very able teachers at-
Savoonga, Stuart and Mary
Perala, who will be leaving-
soon to teach in the Trust

Territory of the Pacific
after two years on St.
Lawrence Island. Thei’

departure will constitute a
great loss to Alaska, but
they say they will return.

Last year when he was
only 12, Andy went out 12
times in the top boat of
walrus hunters. He had only
a single shot .22 rifle but
killed three seals—a baby
oogruk or mukluk, a baby
spotted seal and a baby
bearded seal.

This year he will carry a.
.222 and has advanced to No.
1 gun in the strict heirarchy
of the skin boat crew. This
year he will be sure to get
a walrus, he says. [ asked if
there were any other white
boys who hunted walrus here
and Andy replied truthfully,
‘I am the only white boy in
the village.”

(TO BE CONTINUED)



