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Editorial—

The Evaluation of
The Native Leaders

The recent testimonies of our native leaders and their coun-
selling l!awyers at the land claims hearings before congressional
committees in Washington, D. C. were revelations that should be
noted distinctly by our people. The impact of the articulate pre-
sentations and the firmness of conviction on common problems
were nothing less than inspirational. This should be a convincing
proof that our native people have chosen their leaders well.

Perhaps Anna J. Riley, an Eskimo woman who works for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs office in Washington, D. C., expressed
best our feeling of pride when she wrote the following:

‘““As an Alaskan Native, | was an interested observer at the
Congressional hearings held here on July 11 and 12 recarding
Alaska Native Claims. | was truly impressed—and the Congressmen
appeared to share my sentiment—at the excellent Native inadership
who came to Washington to testify before these committees on
this most important issue.

“"With a deep sense of pride | witnessed our people demon-
strate before the Congress of our country their ability to present a
well—prepared and united appeal for a cause that we certainly
hope will be given speedy and favorable action by the Congress.

“Hopefully this will set a precedent for continued unity by
Alaskan natives as the framework for accomplishing the goals we
seek.”’

The evaluation of the caliber of our native leaders by Anna
Riley is a .moving tribute. The impact of it becomes even more
forceful when one considers that many of our leaders are products
of but a few years—three or four years to be a little more specific.
In that short time, good many of them have blossomed into in-
fluential men. They have shown their ability to grasp profound and
complex problems to the extent of becoming authorities concern-
ing those problems. This is the mark of good leadership. This is the
biossoming of talent.

We have great hopes that the caliber of our leadership will
prevail in the future. It should have an excellent chance to develop
into a refined effectiveness in whatever endeavors it will engage. It
must develop to that extent because we are about to enter into the
threshold of great responsibilities. This area is the imminent and
impending solution to the land claims problem. The respon-
sibilities that will come from it will be formidable. They will try
men's minds and abilities. Preparations to meet them must be
made early. Our best foot forward must be made at the beginning.

We trust that we will be able to meet this with better than
halfway approach because we have fine leadership and wise coun-
selling now. We are profoundly thanikful for the availability of this
and we trust that it will prevail and improve as time goes on t> the
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opposite is true.
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