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State SelectionsSelec ons SpursSpurs-

Urgency
Spurs-

UrgencyUrgency for Inclusion
,

In'In,' Claims SolutionSolutionB-
y

\,

By MADELYNMADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-
Staff', Staff WriterWriter-

As

Writer-

AsAs landlandclaimsclaims isi once again debated in Congress ,

the native people of the Upper Tanana River renewrenew-
their

renew-
theirtheir efforts to include their people in any landlandclaimsclaimsclaims-
settlement

claims-
settlementsettlement .

Since AlaskajfeecameAlaskaJ'becameAlaskaJbecameAlaskarbecame' a state , the natives of TanacrjssTanacrossTanacr ss ,.

Northway , Tok and Tetlin havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen battling for their land-landland-
which

land-
which

land-
which

-
which has been selected by thethe-
State

the-
StateState of Alaska under the propro-pro-
visions

pro-
visions

-¬

visions of the Statehood Act .

For several years ,. the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes has sought to make AlasAlas-Alas-
kans

Alas-

kans
-¬-

kans and others aware of thethe-

problems
the-

problemsproblems of Tanacross and thethe-

surrounding
the-

surroundingsurrounding Athabascan villagesvillage-
sof

village-
sofof the United Crow Bands .

During the summer of 1969 ,.
Tundra Times reporter ThomasThomas-
Richards

Thomas-
RichardsRichards , Jr . ,. documented thisthJSthJS-

ex
this-

extentextentex ( nt of the land claimsclauns filedfiled-
by

.1111.by
area.11byanacVareathe)

.

e people of the TanacTTanacVTanac-
area anacV

"

Their claims date back to
191719 I 7 , the year a trader namednamed-
Newton

named-
NewtonNewton reportedly had the nana-nana-

tives
na-

tives
¬-

tives mark hunting trails , fishingfishing-
sites

fishing-
sitessites andandancestralancestral buryingburying-
grounds

burying-
groundsgrounds on a mapmapwhichwhich he regreg-reg-

istered
reg-

istered
¬-

istered with the Territorial ComCom-Com-
missioner

Com-
missioner

¬-
missioner for the Upper Tanana .

Since that year , the people ofof-
the

of-
thethetheUpperUpper-Upper.- Tanana have filedf1edf1ed-
repeated

filed-
repeated

!repeatedrepeated claims with the Interior

Department ,. especially since
1950 and the enactment of thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative Allotment Act..

Yet , in 1971J 971 , two land claimsclaunsclauns-
bills

claims-
billsbills pending before Congress exex-exex-

clude
ex-

clude
¬-

clude these villages whose landslands-
have

lands-
havehave been tentatively approvedapproved-
T

approved-
TA'd(TA'dTAdT A'dAd' ) by the BLMBUtELM for StateState-

Selection
State-

SelectionSelection .

"OurOur" people are greatly concon-con-

cerned
con-

cerned
¬-

cerned that the land claims billsbills-

exclude
bills-

excludeexclude our people from anyany-

selectJon
any-

selectionapprovedlandsselectionselectJon on tentative approvedapproved-
"lands"landslands" lands to the state , " writeswntes AnAn-AnAn-

drew
An-

drew
¬-

drew Isaac of TaiTal f-ossfossmoss,. 'ossoss'-

, TraTra-Tra-

ditIOnal
Tra-

ditional
¬-

ditional Chief of th UnitedUnited-
Crow

United-
CrowCrow Band .

"OurOur" villages have all beenbeen-

given
been-

givengiven tentative approval to thethe-

State
the-

StateState . The State of Alaska isis-

holding
.

holdingholdi11g tentative approval toto-

nearly
to-

nearlynearly 7"7millionmillion acres ; withinwithin-
are

within-
areare rncT\'HT'HHnit':_\' : :; ._ '"* "II"-, 15 villages onon-

subsistence
on-

subsistencesubsistence i,..jIUSjIUS,.., ius( us . Since statestate-state-
hood

state-
hood

¬-
hood , our people have beenbeen-
treated

been-
treatedtreated badlybadJy by the State andand-

Continued

and-

continued( Continued on oaaepage 6\66)6)\
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ANDREW GRANT Il-TinyIlTinyII-TinyII- Andrew Grant II11II-

of
1-

1ofof MmtoMinto is dancingdanc ng with his elders from thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage of MmtoMtntQMinto, at the annual FNA potlatch atat-

the
at-

thethe Lathrop High School gym last Saturday .

By MADELYNMADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-
Staff

SHULMAN-
StaffStaff WriterWriter-

Spring
Writer-

Spring
Writer-

SpringSpring came 01,1011onon,
.

SaturdaySaturday-
night

Saturday-
nightnight and with jtt-thettheit--theitthe---the Potlatch .

At least three thousandthousandnativenativenative-
people

native-
people

.
people , young and old fromfrom-
villages<-" villages near and far gathered atat-
La

at-

LathropLathropLalirop H.SHS. . to greet friends andand-

acquaintances
and-

acquaintancesacquaintances unseen during thethe-

long
the-

longlong , frozen Alaskan winter .

They gathered ,. on a day whenwhen-
spring

when-
springspring seemed near , with thethe-

many
$ee-

manymany feet of snow piled On FairFair-Fair-
banks

Fair-
banks

¬-

banks slowly melting in drops
fallingdropsfallingfrom rooftops . TheyThey-
came

They-
camecame early , to wait in the endlessendless-
line

endless-
lineline inside the high school-oldschoololdschoolold-
people

schoolold-
people

--
people in traditional dress ,
youngsters in jeans andandmandminiminimini-mmini-
skirts

nj.¬-
skirts ( the midi has never caught

Festivities began with plenty of native foods .
About 3,00030003.000,. people attended the gala affairaffair-

MADELYN

affaaffair-

MADELYN

rr-

MADEL

.

-MADELYNMADELYN-MADELMADEL- YN SHULMAN Photo

OodlesOodl ofojNativeNati FoodsFoods-FoodsFood-

s3,000
Food-

s3,000
-

3,0003000, EnioyEnjoy Gala FNA Potlatch
- .

on in Alaska .)
They waited , it seemed forfor-

hours
for-

hourshours , to reach trays of moose ,

salmon , fish , bear and reindeer .

Some chicken and ham for thethe-

"gussuks
the-

"gussuks"gussuksgussuks" ." Eskimo iceic cream ,

purple and resplendent with wildwild-
berries

wild-
berriesberries . We saw no.no,. muktuk ,

an item many missed .

To add to it , local womenwomen-
made

women-
mademade macaroni and potato salad ,

and homemade bread .

From far and wide the nativenative-
peop1e

native-
peoplepeoplepeop1e came , from manymaf'lYmaflY' townstowns-
and

towns-
andand villages . Few children though .

FNA limitedlimjted the crowdcrowdtotoo thosethose-
over

those-
overover 14 this year and the fewfew-

ch
few-

childrenchildrench 1dren belonged to the dancedance-
groups

dance-
groupsgroups from the villages . ManyMany-
nonnative

Many-
nonnativenon-nativenonnative- Alaskans cartecame , joinjoin-¬-

ing native friends .

They stood on line and greetgreet-greet-
ed

greet-
ed

¬-
ed friends and talked-abouttalkedabout- landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims , about-aboutaboutthe-., the long , hard ,

( Continued on page 6)6)

Harold Greenway WinsWins-

North
Wins-

NorthNorth .American Classic
Harold GreenGreenwayway of FairbanksFairbanks-

was
Fairbanks-

waswas the surprise victor at SunSun-Sun-
day's

Sun-
day's

¬- .,

day'sdays' end of the 1971 Men'sMensMen's-
Opel

Men's-
Open

'
OpenOpel'! North American ChamCham-Cham-
pionship

Cham-
pionship

¬-

pionship Sled Dog Race .

Driving 'BillBill'' Taylor'sTaylorsTaylor"s'" teamteam-
after

team-
afterafter Taylor dropped out afterafter-
Friday's

after-
Friday'sFriday'sFridays' race , Greenway won anan-

upset
an-

upsetupset victory overover both the favorfavor-favor-
Ites

favor-
ites

¬-

ites going into the fifiaTrace"6rififiaTrace6rififlfif''acaca racei3ii-racei3iiracei3ii-
Sunday

""" "-"

Sunday .

The part Athabascan victorvictor-
passed

victor-
passedpassed Dr . Roland Lombard ofof-
Massachusetts

of-
MassachusettsMassachusetts and George Attla ,

the Huslia Hustler ,. both favoredfavored-
asas the top contestants .

Greenway posted the fastestfastest-
time

fastest-
timetime for the 30 mile finalfmallegleg ofof-
the

of-
thethe 70 mile race at 195.9819598. minmin-¬-

utesufes... His time for the full 7070-

miles
70-

milesmiles was 257.9525795. .

.,
In fact , after it was ailallalloverover ,

Drprproprolombard. Lombard , the 59 year oldold-
s

old-
time

old-

sixtimesix-timesixtimes -timetime- winner of the NorthNorth-
American

North-
AmericanAmerican wound up in fourthfourth-
place

fourth-
placeplace . The race was expected toto-

be
to-

bebe between Lombard and Attla ,

yithwith!t.hth._ AtttaAttla having to10 makenakehake, up
3.243243.24324. minutes going into the finalfinal-

heat
final-

heatheat on Sunday .

Lombard postedpostedaa .slowslow.. timetime-
Sunday

time-
SundaySunday , 111.62111621 I 1.62162.. after havinghaving-
trouble

having-
troubletrouble in the starting chutechute-
which

chute-
whichwhich made him lose almost twotwo-
minutes

two-
minutesminutes at that point.1point1pointpoint.1-

Greenway
.

'

Greenway took over fromfrom-
Taylor

from-
TaylorTaylor after Friday'sFridays' race whenwhen-

Continued

when-

COntinued

when-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
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ConsideredComidered Non-PriorityNonPriorityNon.PriorilyNonPriorilyNonPriority-. PointPoinl-PoinlPoin-

lMail
-.

Mail Service Frustrates Ft.. Yukon
There are nonOncilncilroads"* roads to FortFort-

Yukon
Fort-

YukonYukon . Although there is dailydaily-
air

daily-
airair service , the villagers of FortFort-
Yukon

Fort-
YukonYukon find they receive supplies ,

communications andandotherother necnec-nec-
essities

nec-

essities
-¬-

essities days andandeveneven weeksweeks-
after

weeks-
afterafter they are mailed .

Last week , frustrated by thethe-

decline
the-

declinedecline in mail service since thethe-

Post
the-

PostPost Office inaugurated its "twotwo"two-
track

"two-
track

"
track air transport system "' inin-

September
in-

SeptemberSeptember , 1970 , the villagersvillagers-
ofof Fort Yukon submitted a pepe-pe¬-

tition to the U.SUS. . Post Office toto-

"restore
to-

"restore"restorerestore" mail service to at leastleast-

its
least-

itsits previous level of adequacy . "
One hundred and forty-fivefortyfivefortyfivev-

iJlage
fortyfive-

village
--

villageviJlage residents signed the pepe-pepe-

tition
pe-

tition
¬-

tition , which charged the PostPost-
Office

Post-
OfficeOffice with causingqusing damage toto-

local
to-

locallocal business , transportation ,

.,.-
and

a- nd. andd morale .

The "twotwo" track air transporttransport-
system

transport-
systemsystem ,,"" according to Mr . Ev-EvEv-

erette
Ev-

erette
Ev-

erette
-

erette Wilde of the U.SUS. . PostPost-

Office
Post-

OfficeOffice in Fairbanks , divides AlasAlas--¬-

kan points into priorityprionty andand-

nonpnontyareas
and-

nonprioritynon-prioritynonprioritynon-pnontyareasnonpnontyareas- areas .

"CertainCertain" main line offices areare-

consIdered
are-

consideredconsidered non-prioritynonprioritynon-pnontypnonty- pointspOlOtS .

Bush offices , with less frequentfrequent-
service

frequent-
serviceservice are consideredconSldered prioritypnorpriority-
points

tyty-

pointspoints ," he explained .

Fort Yukon , along with Tan-TanTan-
ana

Tan-
ana

Tan-
ana

--

ana , Galena ,. Nome , Kotzebue ,

and Barrow is a non-prioritynonprioritynon-pnoritypnoritynonpnority-
pomt

nonpriority-
point

-

pointpomt . Its non-prioritynonpriority- mail-mailmail-

everything
mail-

everything
mail-

everything
--

everything except first class-isclassisclassisC-

ontinued
classisC-

ontinued
classisC-

ontinued
--

( Continued on page 6)661)

AltyAtty . Chides Congressmen onon-

Lack
on-

LackLackLackofof Knowledge of Natives
To Alaskans , familiar withwith-

seeing
with-

seeingseeing Alaska, NativesN tives in all typestypes-
of

types-
ofof professional , business andand-
technical

and-
technicaltechnical positions in the StateState-
itit seems difficult to comprehendcomprehend-
that

comprehend-
thatthat Congressmen in WashingtonWashington-
doubt

Washington-
doubtdoubt the Natives *"' competencecompetence-
toto manage their own affairs..

Yet , Congressmen ,; familiarfamiliar-
only

familiar-
onlyonly withwithreservationreservation Indians inin-

the
in-

thethe lower 48 often view NativeNative-
leadership

Native-
leadershipleadership as a thin veneer ofof-

trained
of-

trainedtrainedtraineduleaders"leadersleadersuleaders" " whose followollow-ollowfollow-follow-

ers
(ollow-

ers
¬-

ers are mainly poor and4ind uneduned-uned-

ucated
uned-

ucated
¬-

ucated people , incapable of manman-man-
aging

man-
aging

¬-

aging large amounts of funds

such as would be provided in aa-

land
a-

landland claimsIaims settlement ..
To combat this image , Tan-TanTan-

ana
Tan-

ana
Tan-

ana
-

ana Chiefs ' attorney Barry JackJack-Jack-
son

Jack-
son

¬-
son is trying to develop an AlasAlas-Alas-
kan

Alas-

kan
-¬-

kan Natives ' "Who'sWhos" ' Who ."

This exhibit would list briefbrief-
biographies

brief-
biographiesbiographies ofoofnatives( natives who areare-

professionals
are-

professionalsprofessionals , businessmen , techtech-tech-
nicians

tech-
nicians

¬-

nicians and public servants-toservantstoservantstoe-
stablish

servantstoe-
stablish

--
establish that Alaskan Nativeiead-NativeieadNativelead-NativeleadNativeiead-
ers

Nativelead-
ers

Native I ad-adad-

ers
-

ers are not just the 20 or 3030-

AFN
30-

AFNAFN board membersmem ers seen lobbylobby-lobby-
ing

lobby-
ing

¬-
ing in Washington .

TheyTheyI
I|, are trying to show ConCon-Con-

gressmen
Con-

gressmen
¬-

gressmen that trained andartd comcom-¬-

petent Alaskan Natives fill popo-popo-
sitio

po-
sitio9s

-¬

sitionssitiositio9ss inm all walks of lifeI1fe , notnot-
just

not-
justjust politics . Also , that manymany-
native

many-
nativenative permeate the lower 48 ,

many of whom would return ifif-
sufficient

if-

sufficientsufficient opportunities becomebecome-
available

become-
availableavailable .

"BasedBased" on our WashingtonWashmgton ,

D.CDC. . contacts , " Jackson told thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times, , "andand" discussiondiscussion-
with

discussion-
withwith our Congressional delegadelega-delega-
tion

delega-
tion

¬-

tion , we have discovered thatthat-
many

that-
manymany Congressmen and SenatorsSenators-
who

Senators-
whowho are familiar Onlyonlywithwith thethe-

depressed
the-

depresseddepressed condition of IndianIndian-

Continued

Indian-

Continued( ContinuedCon jnued on page 6)6)


